
 
 

 
 
 

The Ainsworth Family 
 
Joseph Ainsworth (1844- 1901) married Alice Ann Rostron (1847-1920) on the 9th August, 
1871 at St. Anne’s Church, Turton.(27)    They went on to have 6 children, (4 boys and 2 girls).  
Joseph was a Master Cotton Spinner and they were clearly very well to do as there were 
always servants in the household throughout their lives. The family lived at Spring Bank, 
Edgworth which was occupied by them until at least 1932.(11) 

 
This early census is the only one which shows the children all living together as a family.  
Later censuses show the siblings grown up and living elsewhere.  Each of the sons has been 
researched individually. 
 

1881 Census, Family living at Spring Bank, Edgworth (1) 
 
Father:  Joseph Ainsworth aged 36   b.  Bolton 

Mother: Alice Ann Ainsworth aged 34   b.  Edgworth 
 
Siblings: WILLIAM ROSTRON son     aged 8  b. Edgworth 
  Marion   dau  aged 6  b, Prestwich 
  JOHN KENNETH  son   aged 5   b. Pendleton 
  Beatrice  dau    aged 3   b. Pendleton 
  GERALD  son     aged 1  b, Edgworth 
  REGINALD  son   aged 2mths b. Edgworth 
 
Household: Giles Ainsworth  uncle    b. 1808, retired calico printer,  
  Jane Hobson  governess           b. 1856 
  Isabella Roberts housemaid        b. 1858 
  Ellen Richardson nurse            b. 1857 
  Elizabeth Beau  nurse             b. 1866 
 
 

 
 
This impressive gravestone in St. Anne’s, Turton, churchyard commemorates most family 
members.(16) 



 
 

 
 
 

Joseph Ainsworth died in 1901 at Spring Bank.  Probate Records show that he left the sum of 
£10,328 13s 10d to his widow Alice Ann.(32) 
 
Alice Ann lived at the same address until her death on 20th August, 1920.  Probate Records 
show that she in turn left Effects of £5,892 11s 11d to her son John Kenneth Ainsworth, 
cotton spinner and Adam Hampson Lord, gentleman.  (32) 

 
 

 

William Rostron Ainsworth 
(1872-1900) 

 

 
(16) 

 
William Rostron Ainsworth was born in Edgworth in 1872, the first son of Joseph and Alice 
Ann Ainsworth(1).   On the 1891 Census William Rostron Ainsworth was living at Sandy Bank 
House, Edgworth, the home of Sarah A. Rostron, a widow living off her own mean.  She was 
William’s maternal grandmother.  By this time he was a chemistry student aged 18.(1) 
 

War Record 
 
William served as a Trooper in South Africa in the Boer War with the 1st Imperial Light Horse 
Regiment, reg. no. 511.  He was discharged on 14TH February, 1900 and unfortunately died 
on 14th December, 1900 as a result of injuries incurred on active service.(2)  He is mentioned 
in the List of QSAs (The Queen’s South Africa Medal) with the clasp Elandslaagte.(26) 
 
Records of soldiers’ effects show a total of £17 15 0d paid to his mother on 24th June, 1902. 
(17) 



 
 

 
 
 

Gerald Ainsworth 
(1880-1918) 

 
Gerald Ainsworth was born in Edgworth in 1880, the third son of Joseph and Alice.(1) 
 
He served as a Lance Corporal with the 2nd battalion, Royal Fusiliers, (City of London), 
Regimental number 4369 until he was killed in Action in France on 27th March, 1918. 
 
War Record 
 

 Gerald attested in Manchester and served with the 2nd Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of 
London) Regiment.   He was awarded the 1914-15 Star, Victory and British War Medals.(2) 

 
 “The 1918 Spring Offensive began on 21st March, 1918. This was a series of German 

attacks along the Western Front marking the deepest advances by either side since 
1914. The Germans realised this was their only chance of victory before the 
overwhelming human and material resources of the United States could be fully 
deployed.” (24) 

 
Unfortunately Gerald was killed in action on 27th March, 1918 at Passchendaele at the age 
of 39.  He is remembered at Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West Vlaanderen, Belgium.  
Commonwealth War Graves reference:  panel 28 to 30 and 162 to 162A and 163A.(15)(17) 
There is no known grave.  He is also remembered on the St. Anne’s, Turton, memorial. 
 

Family History 
 
1880 Gerald Ainsworth was baptised on 23rd April, in the Parish of Turton. (3)  
 
1901 Census:  Gerald was living at the family home of Spring Bank in Edgworth. 
 
1909 He married Anna Margaret Hutchinson on 14th October, 1909 in Newark, Lincolnshire,   
England.(3)  
 
1911 Census: No record has been found.   
 
1918:  The Commonwealth War Graves Certificate states that his widow, Anna Margaret’s 
address is The Grange, Westborough, Grantham.(15) 

 
Probate Records dated 20th September, 1918 show that he left effects valued at £1,118 13s 
to his widow, Anna Margaret Ainsworth (nee Hutchinson).(2)(32) 

 

Soldiers’ Effects paid to his widow Anna Margaret amounted to £15 10s 0d.(17) 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

In November 1917, Gerald wrote a letter of condolence to the Mother of Billy Beckett, a 
friend from Edgworth, who unfortunately was killed in action on 26th October 1917.  Gerald 
was clearly very fond of Billy Beckett who he refers to as Willie in his letter and he promised, 
if he survived the war himself, to always look after Willie’s younger brothers and sisters.  
Unfortunately, Gerald himself was killed himself a few months later in March 1918.  A 
biography of Billy Beckett is included in this collection. 
 
 

November 21st 1917 
 
Dear Mrs Beckett 
 
Just a short note to try and express my deep regret at the bad news received from 
Mother re Willie.   I’m more than sorry.  He was a fine lad and it was always my 
wish that we would both be spared out here and be able to spin our yarns to each 
other re our experiences.  One thing, you can be always very proud of him.  He 
proved himself a man time after time and helped to lead the other boys of the 
village to ? their duty.  I think that Willie and I had much the same feelings about it 
all at the very start and probably should have found we were of the same opinion 
… if we had met. Neither of us like the job.  But then we did keep cheerful and 
bright and willing to see the story through.  I understand he was on a job like mine 
when he died.  It’s not too easy but at the same time is a great deal better than 
being one of the ranks on the …?….. as far as comfort is concerned.  So let us hope 
that there was no pain attached to his death.  A shell does not normally give you 
time to suffer much and it’s the death that I could wish for if I have to meet it and I 
believe that one of the comforts to us all out here is that we know we shall always 
be honoured in the old village. 
 
All I can promise is that if I come through I will always do what I can to look after 
the younger sisters and brothers as long as I know where to find them and I’m sure 
that Mr. Reggie will do the same.* 
 
With kind regards to Beckett and deep sympathy to yourself and family 
 
Yours faithfully  
 
Gerald Ainsworth 

 
 
* His brother Reginald 
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John Kenneth Ainsworth 

(1876 - 1940) 
 
 
John Kenneth Ainsworth was the second son of Joseph and Alice Ainsworth and was 
baptised at St. Anne’s Church, Turton on 4th May, 1876.(19) (8) 

 

In 1911 he was living at Westville, Clifton Drive, Lytham, was a Cotton Spinner (Employer) 
and married to Emily. They had two sons and one daughter. 
 
John Kenneth married Emily Greenhalgh of Great Lever, Bolton, on 18th January, 1905 at St. 
James’ Church, Edgworth and the marriage record shows his address at that time as St. 
James’ Vicarage.(20)  He died on 7th February, 1940 at The Royal Infirmary, Preston and at the 
time of death was living at 68 Albany Road, Ansdell, Lytham St. Annes.  His cremated 
remains are buried in the family grave.   No military record has been found for John Kenneth 
Ainsworth.  London Probate Records show that he left effects valued at £4,080 5s 2d to his 
widow Emily, and sons Joseph, rayon worker and Kenneth, a clerk at the iron works (2) (32) 

 



 
 

 
 
 

Reginald Ainsworth 
(1881-1933) 

 
Reginald Ainsworth was born in Edgworth in 1881, the youngest son of Joseph and Alice.(1)   
In 1911 he was living at Spring Bank with his widowed mother.(1)  He does not appear to 
have married and no war record can be found.   
 
He continued to live at Spring Bank until his death on 3rd February, 1933 Probate records of 
Manchester (21st July, 1933) show that he left Effects of £1858 5s 11d to Adam Hampson  
Lord, cotton spinner and William Mellor Balshaw, solicitor.(32)  Reginald is buried in the 
family grave. 
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