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Ellis Ball was born in Bolton in 1897, the son of William Ball and Catherine Regent.5 
It seems that his father died when he was 2 years old, and his mother Catherine then remarried a 
William Green. In 1901 the family were living in Back Charles Street, Bolton. At some point in the 
following years Ellis moved to the National Childrens’ Home at Crowthorn, Edgworth20, but In 1911, 
he was in board and lodgings with the family of James and Alice Bentley in High Street, Turton, 
whilst working as a Piecer in a local Cotton Mill.1 Ellis attested in 1915 and his service record gives 
his address as 97 High Street, Turton, with a hand-written note that Mrs Alice Bentley was Ellis’ 
‘Foster Mother’. Ellis enlisted as a Private with the 1/5th Loyal North Lancashire Regiment and 
despite being wounded on 3 occasions and taken prisoner of war for a year, he survived and was 
demobilised on the 28th February 1919. (Further details below.) In 1921 Ellis married Kathleen 
Roskell in Bradshaw Bolton, and they subsequently had 2 children. In 1934 Ellis was awarded the 



Bronze Medal of The Royal Humane Society for his recovery of two young brothers from Jumbles 
Brook (see below). At the time Ellis was working as an oiler and greaser at the Horrobin 
Bleachworks and was living at Lees Cottages, Turton. 
Ellis Ball died in 1973 in Farnworth, Bolton. 

 
War Record2

 

 
Ellis attested in Bolton on 8th September, and then enlisted with the 1/5th Loyal North Lancashire 
Regiment. (His Regimental Nos. were recorded as 6770 and 242971.) His Battalion transferred to 
France on 18th March 1916, and Ellis was immediately struck down with a bout of influenza. He 
rejoined his company and then received a shrapnel wound to his right hand in June but ‘remained 
at duty’. In September 1916 he was ‘wounded shell shock’ but rejoined his unit a fortnight later. 
Ellis was granted leave for 10 days at the beginning of October but shortly after his return he was 
treated for scabies. On the 15th November 1917, Ellis received a bayonet wound to his left leg in a 
freak accident, the detail of which is presented in Ellis’ statement regarding the incident. (The 
service record includes corroborating statements from the witnesses to the accident.)31 

 
Ellis was reported missing in the field on 30th November 1917. He was later reported as captured at 
Villers Gurlen  and was ‘Officially accepted P of W in Germany’ on 22nd January 1918. He was held 
in Camp Dulmen. He was returned to a British military camp on 29th November 1918, and on his 
release he received the following hand-written letter from King George V: 
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Ellis was finally demobilised on 28th February 1919 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Family History1,3,5 
 
Census and BMD data suggests that the following is the immediate family of Ellis Ball: 
 
Father:  William Ball  b. 1868 Southport d. 1899 Bolton 
Mother: Catherine Regent b. 1872 Wigan 
  (William & Catherine were married in 1890 Christ Church, Bolton.) 
 
Children: William b. 1890 Bolton Note 1:  William’s birth is registered as William 
  Isabella b. 1892 Bolton     Regent 
  Ellen  b. 1894 Bolton Note 2:   the 1901 census shows all the births
  Ellis  b. 1897 Bolton     in Wigan 
 
In 1891 the family are living at 6, Barlow Street, Bolton, and father William is a Packing Case Maker. 
 
Ellis' mother Catherine seems to have remarried after her husband's death in 1899, as the 1901 
Census shows her and the children living in Back Charles Street, Bolton, and Catherine is shown as 
the wife of William Green. No record of this marriage has been found. 
 
It also seems possible that Catherine (and perhaps William Green) died prior to the 1911 Census 
as there is a Census record for her daughter Isabella, as an adopted daughter, living with a 
Pennington family on Chorley New Road, Bolton, and as stated above Ellis was probably fostered 
by 1911. However, no records have been found for the deaths of Catherine and William. 
 
Ellis survived the war, and married Kathleen Muriel Roskell in Bolton on the 15th December 1921 – 
see certificate below. (Kathleen Roskell was born in 1901). Two births were registered to 
Ball/Roskell in Bolton, viz. Raymond J in 1924 and (Kathleen) Rhona in 1931. (Kathleen Rhona Ball 
married Raymond Wood at St Maxentius, Bradshaw, Bolton in 1949.) Rhona has confirmed much of 
the information given in this biography in a private conversation with the researcher. 
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In 1934, Ellis was awarded the Bronze Medal of The Royal Humane Society for his efforts to rescue 
two brothers who got into difficulties at Jumbles Brook, Turton. 
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The following clips are from the Bolton Evening News at the time: 
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Ellis Ball, born 28 November 1897 died in 
1973 in Farnworth, Bolton. 
 
The researcher would like to express grateful 
thanks to Ellis’ daughter, Rhona Wood for 
providing the items referenced 20 in this 
biography. 
 
Researcher:  Alan Woodward 
Standard References:  1,2,3,5,31 
 


