
John (Jack) Banks 
(1876 - ) 

  
 
John Banks was born in Heywood in May 1876 but in the 1911 census we find him living at 
17 Mount Pleasant, Edgworth, with his wife Mary Elizabeth, who was born in Barrow in 
Furness, and children Edith age 10, born in Burnley, Richard age 7, born in Blackburn, and 
Mamie age 2, born in Heywood. From these places of birth we can only assume he moved 
around before settling in Edgworth and whether his job as a Stripper and Grinder lead to 
his moving around we can only speculate.(1). 

 

   War Record(2). 

 
On the 15th May 1915 at the age of 39 and only 5’ 4” tall, living at 27 Sandybank he signed 
up to join the Loyal North Lancashire Territorial Regiment with the Service No 4688, having 
already spent 4yrs in the 3rd  Regiment of the of the Loyal North Lancashires.    
 
On the 8th Feb 1917 he was posted to France having apparently spent the time from 
enlistment on home soil. (Service Numbers:  478581, 242200).  On 14th June he was 
awarded a Good Conduct Badge.  There is mention he was wounded on 26th August 1917 
and the abbreviation (SI) appears against the record, which could mean it was self-
inflicted.  There is also a note on his record which reads GC? No. 25444/m/cd/4.09.17, but 
no further details are given.  It is possible that he had a self-inflicted wound and that in 
early September he was called before a Court Martial to account for it.  There were four 
different levels of Courts Martial and many soldiers went through this procedure.  
Following this he never returned to front line duty.  He would have been 41 by 1917. 
 
From 21st December 1917 he was found unfit for duty in the front line and went into 
various Labour Corps.  Eventually he was granted home leave between 23rd July – 6th Aug 
1918 and demobbed in April 1919.(2).  His character on demob was “good”, so it does not 
appear that anything counted against him.   
 
He seems to have returned to Burnley after the war.  He received the Victory and British 
War medals.(2) 
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