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Albert Barrett was born in 1899 in Bolton. He was the son of Charles Albert and Charlotte 
Barrett (nee Orbusson) and spent his early years in Astley Bridge.(1) The family moved to 21 
Prospect Hill, Turton, sometime after 1911 and in mid-1916, at only 17, Albert lied about his 
age and enlisted in the Lancashire Fusiliers.(17) He served on the Western Front and was 
seriously injured in the 3rd Battle of Ypres, 20-23 September 1917.(18) Happily, he survived, 
returned to his home in Turton and spent the rest of his life in the area.  
  



 
 

War Record 
 
No service record was found online for Albert but we know from family information and 
other records that he enlisted as a Private in the Lancashire Fusiliers in mid 1916 when he 
was only 17 years of age.(17)(18) His service number was 52791.(2) He was initially sent to a 
training unit near Hull where he spent about 6 months. After this he was posted to the 
2nd/5th Battalion. The unit was serving in Belgium in the Ypres area at this point and Albert 
was part of a 110 men replacement draft.(18) 
 
Albert was badly wounded during an attack east of St Julien, near Ypres, between 20th and 
23 September 1917.(18) This was part of the Battle of Menin Road Ridge and he was one of 
226 men from his battalion wounded during this action, together with 40 killed and 81 
missing.(19) Albert was subsequently moved to a field hospital behind the lines and struck 
off battalion strength at this point.(18)  It is not clear whether he was repatriated following 
this injury or whether he recovered sufficiently to return to the front but there is no 
evidence of him having participated in any further action.  
 
Albert’s Medal Roll card shows that he was awarded the British War and Victory Medals(2)
   

Lancashire Fusiliers 
 
The Lancashire Fusiliers was a line infantry regiment of the British Army which saw 
distinguished service through many centuries and wars and had many different titles 
throughout its 280 year history. It originated in 1688 in Devon as Peyton’s Regiment of Foot 
and eventually took on the title of Lancashire Fusiliers in 1881. During World War 1 the 
regiment raised 30 Battalions and was awarded 63 Battle Honours, including 6 Victoria 
Crosses. It lost 13,640 men during the course of the war. From 1915 to October 1916 the 
author J. R. R. Tolkien served as a second lieutenant in the 11th Battalion of the regiment 
until he contracted ‘trench fever’ during the Battle of the Somme. (20) 
 
The 2nd/5th Battalion of the Territorial Force of the Lancashire Fusiliers to which Albert was 
drafted after his basic training was formed at Bury on 9 September 1914 as a Home Service 
(‘second line’) unit. It was subsequently deployed to France, landing at Boulogne on 4 May 
1915, and thereafter spent the rest of World War 1 in action on the Western Front.(19)(21) 
 
In 1915 the battalion participated in the Battle of Festubert and The Second Action of 
Givenchy. In 1916 it was in action during the Battle of the Somme at the Battles of 
Guillemont, Ginchy, Flers-Courcelette, and Morval. During 1917 it participated in the third 
Battle of Ypres, also known as Passchendaele, with involvement at the Battles of Pilckem 
Ridge and Menin Road Ridge, where Albert was wounded. Finally, during 1918, the battalion 
saw action at the Battle of Estaires, the Defence of Givenchy, the Battle of Hazebrouck, the 
capture of Givenchy craters, the capture of Canteleux trench and the Final Advance in 
Artois. It ended the war in Belgium and was disbanded on 31 May 1919.(19)(20) 
 
 In 1968 the Lancashire Fusiliers Regiment was amalgamated with the other Fusilier 
regiments to form the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Regiment_of_Fusiliers
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Family History 
 
Albert was born in Bolton in 1899. He was the son of Charles Albert Barrett, a carter, who 
had been born in Long Compton, Warwickshire and baptised at Long Compton Parish 
Church on 7 April 1877.(1)(6)(22) Albert’s mother was Charlotte Barrett, nee Orbusson, who 
had been born in Bolton on 17 February 1874. She was the daughter of John Orbusson, a 
cotton mill worker originally from Stockport, and his wife, Mary, who came from Hurst, 
Lancashire. (1) Interestingly, Charlotte is listed as having been baptised at the Bolton 
Wesleyan Methodist Church on 19 May 1899.(23) 
 
Charles Albert’s parents, Albert’s paternal grandparents, were Richard and Emily Barrett, 
nee Tennant. The Barrett family was originally from Wolford in Warwickshire and were farm 
labourers.(17) Richard was born in 1850 and Emily in 1854. They married in 1873 and lived 
in Long Compton, Warwickshire, but moved to Belmont, near Bolton, with their children in 
about 1890 in search of work. (1) (17) Richard initially worked as a labourer at Lower Fold 
Farm Belmont and them became a carter, assisted by his sons.  
 



 
 

In 1891 the family were living at Lower Folds Cottage, Belmont.(1) Records from St Peter’s 
Church, Belmont, indicate that the family remained in Belmont for some years but by 1901 
they were living at 33 Holly Street in the parish of St Paul, Astley Bridge.(8) By 1915, on the 
marriage of their daughter, Bessie Kate, the family was at 22 Baxendale Street.(8) Richard 
died in 1922 aged 71 and Emily, probably, in 1928.(5) 
 
Charles Albert and Charlotte had married at All Souls Church in Bolton, Charlotte’s home 
parish, on 17 September 1898 when he was 21 and she was 24.  In the marriage records she 
is described as a ‘winder’ and by this point her father was deceased (24)  
 
Census and Lancashire BMD data indicate the following (2,3) 
 
 
Father:  Charles Albert Barrett  b.1878 Long Compton , m.1898, d.1927 
Mother: Charlotte Orbusson  b.abt 1874 Bolton, m. 1898, d.1936 
Siblings: Thomas Barrett  b.abt 1902 Bolton, d.1946 
 
 
Albert, aged one, and his parents are listed as living at 29 Raby Street in the parish of All 
Souls, Bolton, in the 1901 census, with his father described as a ‘carter’. By 1911 the family, 
including a younger son Thomas, was living at 39 Egerton Street, Bolton, and Charles Albert, 
still a  carter, was employed by Bolton Corporation.(1)  
 
Sometime after this the family moved to 21 Prospect Hill, Turton, and Albert began  working 
at Horrobin bleachworks.(17)Even at this early stage he was well known as a talented 
footballer, especially as a goalkeeper, and through the sport became lifelong friends with 
James (Jimmy) Cooper from Entwistle who also served in the war. 
 
One of Albert’s uncles, John Thomas Barrett, his father’s youngest brother, and one of his 
cousins, John Orbusson, were killed in the war but, happily, Albert survived.(17) He returned 
to Turton, living at Prospect with his parents, and despite his wound was able to return to 
work at Horrobin bleachworks. He also took up football again playing at various times in 
goal for Birtenshaw Wesleyans, Turton and Hob Lane in the Sunday School Leagues and 
eventually as an amateur with Darwen Football Club.(17)  Between 1924 and 1926  the 
Lancashire Evening Post, reporting on Darwen FC’s games, referred regularly to:  
 

“...Barrett, the amateur goalkeeper...” and “...you would scarcely believe that [his] 
right arm [was] badly hurt in the war...” (25)  
 

In the 1920s Albert also regularly attended the Broadhead Mission Church with his friend 
Jimmy Cooper for whist and dancing evenings. After his father died in 1927 Albert helped 
support his younger brother, Thomas, who was a talented singer and moved to 
Stockport.(17) 
 
 
 



 
 

In December 1928 Albert married Bertha Elizabeth Pike at St Paul’s Church, Astley 
Bridge.(26) The Barrett and Pike families had been friends for many years, partly because 
Bertha’s father, Benjamin Pike(1878-1947) was also in the carting trade.  
 
The Pike family originated from Cumnor in rural Oxfordshire and were also farm labourers. 
Benjamin had moved from Gloucestershire to the Bolton area in search of work in about 
1900 with his wife, Sophia, nee Baldwin, and eldest son. He initially worked on a farm but, 
like the Barretts, later moved into carting as a trade. Bertha, their second child, had been 
born in Astley Bridge in 1901 and had known Albert virtually all her life, giving him a small 
thumb Bible to take to war with him when she was 16 years old. (1)(17)  
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Albert continued to work at Horrobin bleachworks until it closed down. He then found work 
at the Hardcastle’s Bradshaw Hall bleachworks and moved to Bromley Cross. During World 
War 2 he became an ARP Warden and, in 1940, he and Bertha took in the two infant 
daughters of Bertha’s brother, Job Pike, after his wife died and he was serving in the forces. 
Albert and Bertha continued to share their home with the two girls and their father when he 
returned from the War.(17) 
 
In 1948 Albert was appointed as caretaker at Turton Tower which by then had been passed 
to Turton Urban District Council. He and his family moved to apartments within the Tower 
and he spent the next sixteen years maintaining the building and grounds, including 
producing fruit and vegetables for local people in the kitchen garden. He was also 
responsible for giving guided tours of the property to visitors on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays.(17) 
 
Albert retired from Turton Tower in 1964 and moved back to a house on Prospect Hill. He 
died on 15 March 1968 aged 68. Bertha died in 1973 aged 71. They are both buried in St 
Anne’s graveyard with Albert’s parents and younger brother, Thomas. 
 



 
 

Turton Tower where Albert was caretaker 1948 - 1964 
 

 
 

 
 
 
“A fine example of a manor house, of the Lancashire type, of varying periods.  It falls into 
three distinct sections: 
 
First comes the centre portion, the tower proper, which dates from the medieval period and 
is a feature rare in this part of the country.  Most towers of this type, called peel towers, 
occur in the Borders.  Secondly comes the east wing which is of late 16th century date, as is 
also the topmost storey of the tower itself.  To this period belong the four and five light 
transomed windows, heavily mullioned and the half-timbered gables over the entrance hall 
and flanking rooms.  Finally comes the north-east wing, which is of early 16th century origin 
but worked over and “improved” by the tower’s 19th century purchaser, James Kay. He 
elaborated the half-timbered gables of the late 16th century and added some of his own 
over the north-east wing in 1844.” (27) 
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