
 
 

Robert Hutchinson Booth 
(1883-1916) 

 

 
(30) 

 
Robert Hutchinson Booth, also known as Robin, was born in Turton in 1883. He was the son 
of John Booth and his wife Mary Agnes Booth (nee Taylor).(1) He enlisted in the East 
Lancashire Regiment as a Territorial officer in 1905, and after transfer to the Army Service 
Corps in 1910 was deployed to Egypt in 1914.(16) He served with the 42nd East Lancashire 
Field Ambulance at Gallipoli. Sadly, he died of wounds in Malta on 1st January 1916 aged 
32.(15) He left a son aged 6 weeks. He is commemorated on the War Memorials in St Anne’s 
Church, Turton, and Bolton School. 
 



 
 

War Record 

 
No service record was found for Robert, but his Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
Certificate states that he died on 1st January 1916 whilst serving with the Army Service 
Corps, the 42nd East Lancashire Field Ambulance, and is buried at Pieta Military Cemetery in 
Malta, Grave Reference C.IV.I.(15) The Medal Roll card shows that he was awarded the British 
War, Victory and Star Medals.(2) 

 
Other information shows that Robert enlisted as a Territorial officer in the 1st Volunteer 
Battalion, The East Lancashire Regiment, at Blackburn on 30 December 1905. Initially with 
the rank of 2nd Lieutenant, he was promoted to Lieutenant a year later.(16)  His father, John 
Booth, had served as a Major in the 4th East Lancashire Brigade, another Territorial Force. 
Robert transferred to the Army Service Corps on 2 February 1910 and at the outbreak of 
war in 1914 was deployed to Egypt as Adjutant to the East Lancashire Divisional Train, which 
provided horse-drawn transport for the Division. He was later promoted to Captain and 
subsequently served with the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force at the Dardanelles, was 
Deputy Quarter Master General to the 42nd East Lancashire Division at Gallipoli, ADC to 
General Douglas and later Shore Commandant at Cape Helles. He was wounded in action, 
probably during the evacuation of Cape Helles, on 22 December 1915 and transported to 
Cottonera Hospital on Malta where he died of pneumonia 10 days later.(16,20) 

 

 
 

Preparations for evacuation at Lancashire Landing, 'W' Beach, Cape Helles. 7 January 1916. 
© IWM (Q 13693) 
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Army Service Corps  
 
The Army Service Corps, which became the Royal Army Service Corps in late 1918, was 
jokingly referred to as Ally Sloper’s Cavalry by some, but considered by others to be the 
unsung heroes of the British Army in World War 1. ASC personnel, often assigned to work 
with specific Divisions or other units, as was Robert, were responsible for ensuring the 
supply of the fighting troops from port to front line in terms of food, equipment and 
ammunition, and for organising transport. In the 1914-1918 war, the vast majority of the 
items required to maintain the vast army on many fronts were supplied from Britain. At its 
peak, ASC numbers totalled 10,547 officers and 315,334 men – a substantial figure. Its 
successor is the Royal Logistics Corps.(17) 

 
 
The largest element of the ASC was the Horse Transport section. Most Horse Transport 
Companies were under orders of Divisions, with four normally being grouped into a 
Divisional Train. This is most likely how Robert started his war service in Egypt. When he was 
wounded Robert was serving with The 42nd East Lancashire Field Ambulance. This was not a 
vehicle but is likely to have been a mobile front line medical unit made up of troops of the 
Royal Army Medical Corps, with responsibility for the care of casualties from a Divisional 
Brigade. Theoretically, the capacity of a Field Ambulance was 150 casualties, but in battle 
many would need to deal with far greater numbers.  
 
 
A Field Ambulance was responsible for establishing and operating a number of points along 
the casualty evacuation chain, from the Bearer Relay Posts which were up to 600 yards 
behind the Regimental Aid Posts in the front line, taking casualties rearwards through an 
Advanced Dressing Station (ADS) to the Main Dressing Station (MDS). It also provided a 
Walking Wounded Collecting Station and other facilities.(17) 
 
 

42nd (East Lancashire) Division 
 
The East Lancashire Division was one of 14 Infantry Divisions of the peacetime Territorial 
Force (TF) created by the 1908 reforms of the army. It was re-designated as the 42nd (East 
Lancashire) Division in 1915. All units were mobilised for full time war service on 5 August 
1914. They were the first Territorial Division to be sent overseas in early September 1914 
and during the War saw action in Egypt, the Dardanelles and later France and Belgium. 
 

 

The Division embarked at Southampton from 9 September and, on arrival at Alexandria, 
their task was to defend the Suez Canal from the Turkish troops massed in Palestine. 
Detachments from the Division began to move to the Canal Zone in October 1914. The first 
action took place on 20 November but clashes  intensified from mid January 1915 and 
various units of the East Lancashire Division were engaged in defending against a Turkish 
attack on 3 February 1915.(18) 
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Officers of a Field Ambulance of the 42nd (East Lancashire) Division, at their mess, Gully 
Beach. © IWM (Q 13360) 
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The Division remained in the Canal Zone until deployed to reinforce the garrison at Gallipoli 
and in early May 1915 14,224 men of the East Lancashires landed at Cape Helles. The 
Division was involved in three attempts to break out of the Helles bridgehead and capture 
the heights around the village of Krithia. These attacks took place on 6-8 May, 4 June and 6-
13 August. The last of these was undertaken partly to divert Turkish attention from the large 
British landing further up the coast at Suvla Bay. This failed and ultimately led to the 
decision to evacuate the hopeless position at Gallipoli. 
 
 
By mid August 1915 the East Lancashire Division, through battle casualties and sickness, was 
down to little more than one third of its normal establishment. With some reinforcements it 
remained in situ until the final evacuation of Cape Helles in January 1916. By that time its 
casualties at Gallipoli totalled 395 officers and 8152 other ranks killed, wounded or missing.  
Some of the casualties were evacuated to Malta and the Cottonera Hospital there dealt with 
over 135,000 sick and wounded during the war. Robert Booth was one who, sadly, did not 
survive.(18,19) 
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Family History 
 
Robert was born in Turton on 13 December 1883 and baptised at St Anne’s Church, Turton, 
on 10th January 1884. He was the son of Major John Booth, who had been born in Blackburn 
in 1854, and his wife Mary Agnes Booth, daughter of Robert Samuel Taylor of Bury. The two 
had married at St Mary’s Church, Bury in 1880. Robert’s younger sister, Margaret was born 
in 1889. Another son, James Stanley, was born in 1886 but died at 5 months old.(8) 

 
Census and Lancashire BMD data indicate the following: (1,5,6,8) 

 
Father:  John Booth   b.1854 Blackburn m.1880 d.1925 
Mother: Mary Agnes Taylor  b.1859/60 Bury m.1880 d.1945 
 
Siblings: James Stanley   b.1886 Turton    d.1887 

Margaret   b.1889 Turton  m.1914 d.n/a 
 
Spouse: Elsie Mary Monk  b.1888 Bolton  m.1913 d.1977 
Child:  Robert Arthur Booth  b.1915 Turton    d.1943 
 
Robert, his parents and sister were listed as living at Lynwood, Station Road, Chapeltown, in 
the censuses of 1881 and 1891. They were living at Hazel Bank, Horrobin, in the censuses of 
1901 and 1911. John Booth, Robert’s father, is described as a “Master Cotton Spinner” and 
an “employer” in the census returns and by 1901 Robert himself, at age 17, is listed as a 
“Cotton Spinner Apprentice” and by 1911 as a “Master Doubler.”  
 
The family was clearly affluent as a governess and general servant were included in the 
household in 1891, a cook and a housemaid in 1901 and two servants in 1911, with the 
house having 10 rooms. Also included in the household at this point were Robert’s maternal 
grandparents, Robert Samuel and Lissey Taylor.  
 
Robert’s paternal grandfather, James Booth, born in approximately 1831 in Blackburn, was 
also a Master Cotton Spinner and in the census of 1871 was described as employing “98 
hands”. By 1881 he was living at Hazelhurst House, Chapeltown, a substantial property, with 
his wife Nancy and 3 unmarried children, as well as 3 servants. He was still at Hazelhurst in 
the 1901 census but died soon after and was buried at St Anne’s on 26th February 1902 aged 
70.(8) 
 
James was the proprietor of James Booth and Sons, Cotton Spinners and Manufacturers, 
and, amongst others, operated Wellington Mill in Turton Bottoms. In 1891 a Trade directory 
listed that mill as containing 30,600 spindles. At this time there were a total of 107 mills in 
the Bolton area, comprising over 4.7million spindles.(21) 

 
The Booth family business was clearly successful and enabled several generations to 
maintain employment and a relatively high standard of living. John Booth, Robert’s father, 
served as a County Magistrate and was a well known local figure. Interestingly, documents 
show that it was he who took the “Attestations” or Oaths of Allegiance, of many of the local 
men who enlisted, as shown in a diary entry dated Dec 7th 1915.(14) 



 
 

Robert attended Bolton Grammar School from 1895 to 1899 before becoming an Apprentice 
Cotton Spinner, presumably in the family mills. By the outbreak of war he was involved in 
the running of Wellington Mill, Turton, and Oxford Street Mill, Ashton Under Lyne.(19,20) 

 
On 31 January 1913 Robert married Elsie Mary Monk, at St Anne’s Church, Turton.(8)  She 
was born in Bolton in 1888, the daughter of Arthur and Mary Monk of Horrobin Fold. By the 
1911 census, her father, formerly a jeweller of Bolton had died, her widowed mother was 
the Head of the household, and no occupation is listed for Elsie. The household also 
included Elsie’s brother, Arthur Crook Monk, listed as a “Salesman to Cotton Mill”, aged 29, 
and one servant. The house itself comprised 8 rooms.(1) 

 
After their marriage Robert and Elsie lived at Horrobin Fold and their son, Robert Arthur, 
was born on 17 November 1915, just 6 weeks before his father’s death.(20) 

 
From the obituaries which were published following Robert’s death and other records it is 
clear that he was a prominent member of the community, active in local organisations 
including Turton Conservative Club, St. Anne’s Church where he was a sidesman, and 
“amateur theatricals”. He was also a talented sportsman. He was a Founding Committee 
Member of Turton Golf Club where he won the First President’s Prize in both 1909 and 1913 
and an excellent tennis player. He also won the 4th East Lancashire Officers’ Challenge Cup 
for shooting in 1911, was an excellent horseman and a member of the Holcombe Hunt.(20,22) 

 
Turton Golf Club First President’s Cup - Winners’ Plaque 
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In 1909 RH Booth was presented with a silver replica of the main trophy as a permanent 
reminder of his win. Following his death this was given back to the club by his family and is 
now presented each year to the runner-up in the competition to hold for twelve months (22) 
 
The Bolton Journal, in its obituary published on 7 January 1916 stated of Robert: 
 

 
“... His death will create a void in the village which will be keenly felt and exceedingly 

difficult to fill.”(16) 

 
 
Robert left an estate of £1,172 7s with probate granted to “Elsie Mary Booth widow and 
Thomas Paton Taylor cotton manufacturer” in Manchester on 20 April 1916.(4) 

 
Robert’s sister, Margaret, had married Harold Robinson of the Royal Army Service Corps in 
1914 and it is her name, at an address in Pwllheli, North Wales, which is listed on Robert’s 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission Certificate.(15) 

 
Robert’s widow, Elsie, remarried Francis Hugh Poughill Wills in 1933 and settled in 
Buckinghamshire.(4,6)  Tragically, Robert and Elsie’s son, Robert Arthur Booth, died on 23 
April 1943 whilst serving as a Captain in the Middlesex Regiment (Duke of Cambridge’s 
Own).(22)   Both he and his father are commemorated on the Gravestone of Robert’s parents, 
John and Mary Agnes Booth in St Anne’s Churchyard, Turton, as is their younger son who 
died in infancy. 
 
Robert is also commemorated on the Bolton School Memorial honouring the Old Boys and 
staff who fell in the two wars. 

 
 



 
 

Grave in Pieta Military Cemetery, Malta 
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Gravestone commemorating Robert H Booth 
St Anne’s Churchyard, Turton 

 

 
 
 

 
Photos: W.Carley 



 
 

 
(15) 

 
 
 



 
 

Bolton School Memorial Window and Commemorative 
Plaques 
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