
Research:  Kathy Warman & L Spencer George Bottoms Page 1 of 9 

The Barlow Word War 1 Project – Supported by Heritage Lottery Funding 
This work is subject to copyright and no part of it may be reproduced without permission of the Barlow WW1 Project Group 

 

George Bottoms 
(1896-1918) 

 

 

 

 

(30) 

 

 

 

George Bottoms was born in Edgworth in 1896. He was the son of Walter and Margaret 
Bottoms. He enlisted with the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment and then served with the 
Labour Corps following injury.  He died at home on 24th July 1918 from influenza following 
wounds.(7, 42) He was 22. (15) 
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War Record 
 
No service record was discovered for George Bottoms but his certificate from the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission shows that he died on 24th July 1918 and that he 
served with The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment. (15)  He is buried in Edgworth Methodist 
Churchyard and is commemorated on the Bolton County Borough Roll of Honour.(17)  He is 
also remembered on a commemorative plaque in Magog, Canada – Methodist Boys who 
Answered the Call to Arms.(43) 
 
Information from surviving relatives tells us that he served with the 9th Loyal North 
Lancashire Regiment and subsequently, the Labour Corps.(43) 
 
George’s medal roll shows that he was awarded the Victory medal. This was also called the 
Inter Allied Victory Medal and was awarded to all who received the 1914-15 Star and the 
British War Medal.  The Victory Medal was never awarded alone and all three were known 
as ‘Pip, Squeak and Wilfred’.  This award was given to those who had been mobilised, fought 
and served in any of the theatres of operations between midnight 4th/5th August and 
midnight 11th/12th November 1918.   The British War Medal was automatically awarded in 
the event of death on active service.(2)     
 
 

Family History 
 

 
 
 
 
George was born in Edgworth in 1896. He was the 
son of Walter Bottoms, a calico printer who was 
from Barnsley and Margaret Bennett who was 
born in Disley, Cheshire. The 1911 census shows 
the family living at 355 Blackburn Road. George 
was 14 at this time and was a labourer in the 
calico print works.(1)  He had a brother and sister; 
Edith born in 1898 and James born in 1901. His 
uncle was also living there.  Another sister, Daisy, 
was born in 1912.  James died aged 2.  His sisters 
lived to old age. 
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George had links with Canada as he went there in 
December 1909 aged 11 for a short stay.  George’s father, a 
Calico Printer, was working in a mill in Magog near Quebec 
and seems to have returned to the UK regularly.  Other 
family (aunts and uncles) were already in Canada having 
emigrated in 1907.  There was a further visit in May 1914 
aged 17 on board the ship Alsatian, where he was listed in 
as performing in a concert.  He is pictured here playing the 
viola.(43) 

 
At the end of the 19th century and throughout the 20th, 
the economy of Magog was dominated by the textile 
industry, most notably by a cotton mill operated 
by Dominion Textile, which explains the links with 
Lancashire. (44) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Dominion Textile Mill, Magog, Quebec ca. 1910 
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War Record 
 
When George enlisted, probably as a result of conscription in 1916 he was sent to Chyngton 
Camp in Seaford, Sussex.  We know this from the postmark on a card he sent to his sister 
Edith.  He remarks: 
 
“I like here alright.  There is a promenade like Blackpool.” 
 

 
 
 
We have some information about Chyngton Camp from someone called “Jim” who we have 
not been able to identify.  The postcard shows that there was indeed a promenade like 
Blackpool.  However, “Jim”, who seemed to be from a farming background, did not seem 
too impressed: 
 
“There is nothing going on down here.  Only sheep farming and growing corn.  You were 
asking me if I got any girls at Sussex.  I never seen any girls for three weeks.  It is like 
Broadhead – there is nothing to pass your time.  I have come across Billy Ramsbottom and 
some more lads from Edgworth”.  Your old pal Jim. 
 
Maybe some of the “lads from Edgworth” are on this photo dated 1916 which is likely to be 
from Chyngton. We have information about several Ramsbottoms, but Billy is not amongst 
them.  However, we do have a biography for a photo labelled Billy Rothwell for whom no 
information could be found.  Is he actually Billy Ramsbottom and has been mislabelled?  
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George is on the far right, standing in the row above the man kneeling: 
 

 
 
 

Cause of Death 
 
We know from surviving relatives that George sent a postcard from hospital in London 
dated 1916 so he must have been injured soon after he went on active service.  He sent a 
postcard showing a picture of the hospital ship HMHS Asturias, which brought him back to 
the UK.  The postcards were given to the wounded as souvenirs.   The hospital ship Asturias 
was torpedoed on 20th March 1917 and ceased to serve after that date.   
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George subsequently went into a military hospital in London and is pictured on the right of 
the photograph.   
 

 
 
The Forces War Records website tells us that he was enlisted into the Labour Corps.  The 
Labour Corps was for men who were not fit for front line service, so presumably this was the 
result of his injury.  He may have been sent to a World War 1 camp at Thetford in Norfolk as 
a card dated 1917 reads: 
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“Dear Sister, Just a few lines to say I received your letter alright and am glad to hear you 
are still alive.  What sort of time did you have at Turton Field Day?  I guess it will be soon.   
Hope to hear from you soon, Loving brother George.”(43) 
 
There is some uncertainty regarding the cause of his death as Forces War Records states 
that he “Died of Wounds at Home” but the book “War Graves of the British Empire” states 
that he died of “influenza following wounds”. (7, 42) 
 
George died at home in Edgworth on 24th July 1918 aged 22.  He is buried in the Edgworth 
Methodist Churchyard. 
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George’s grave in the Methodist Churchyard in Edgworth 
 
 
 
Standard References:  1, 7, 15, 30, plus: 

 
16 Loyal North Lancashire Regiment website 
17 www.boltonremembers.org 
42 The War Graves of the British Empire – Cemeteries and Churchyards in the Bolton  

And Rochdale area of Lancashire.  Compiled by the Imperial War Graves Commission 

1930. 

43 Information from family records via Anita Fenna, descendant of George’s sister, 

 Daisy. 

44 Wikipedia 
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