
 
 

George Briggs 

(1893 - ) 

 

 
(30) 

 

War Record 
 
There is no service record for George, but his uniform is early issue, which suggests that he 
was not a conscript.  The early uniforms had patches on the shoulders which were referred 
to as “Rifle Patches”.  These uniforms were phased out from the end of 1914 for reasons of 
speed of manufacture and economy, although they still appear in much later photos. 
 



 
 

George is wearing an ammunition bandolier across his body.  Men who wore a bandolier 
tended to be, but were not exclusively, in artillery regiments or were in a role where they 
were on horseback.  The horse was the main transportation during WW1, with many 
soldiers being either individually mounted to carry out their role (messenger, transport 
driver for instance) or as part of a gun crew or cavalry.  The reason for using the bandolier is 
unclear, but it was probably more convenient for carrying ammunition than the standard 
infantry method, which was to have ammunition pouches on each side of a webbing belt.  It 
would have been difficult to load a rifle when on a horse using the standard waist packs.  
Note that the bandolier is designed for a right handed man.  Bad luck if you were left 
handed.   
 

 
Family History(36) 

 
In 1897 George is recorded as being at the Wesleyan Methodist School in Edgworth.  His 
birth date is 12.11.93 and his address is Windy Harbour, Edgworth, with his father, William, 
described as a quarryman.  By 1901 the family were living at 3 Crown Point, Edgworth and 
by 1911 they had moved to 197 Bolton Road.   
 
1911 at 197 Bolton Road: 
 
William  51 b:  Harwood  Stone quarryman 
Eunice   54 b:  Edgworth 
Mary   19 “   Cloth stamper at Print Works 
George   17 “   Plaiter in Dye Works 
Kate   15 “ 
 
No further information has been uncovered for George. 
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