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War Record(2) 

 
William (Billy) Briggs signed up on 2nd November 1914, aged 25 years and 6 months and 
went into the 1/5th Home Service Battalion of the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment (the 
Territorial force).  At the time he joined, he was measured as being 5’6”.  Billy is referred to 
repeatedly in the W Beckett letters.  He was in Blackpool and Sevenoaks with Billy Beckett 
and stayed with him throughout the war.  (See W Beckett biography). 



Territorial troops were not obliged to serve overseas, although it was expected, but when 
they agreed to this they signed the “Imperial Service Obligation”.  Billy did this on 2nd 
December 1914.  They were then issued with a special badge, known as the "Imperial 
Service Brooch", to be worn on their right breast.  Billy is not wearing this, but the photo 
above is clearly from much later in the war as he has been promoted to Lance Corporal and 
has a badge on his right arm showing that he had completed training as a “bomber” (the 
photograph therefore dates from late 1917).  A Lance Corporal would have a unit of up to 
12 men in his command.  It is one rank above Private.  By the end of the war Billy had been 
promoted to Sergeant (service No:  241208).  Billy’s service record:(2) 

 
12.02.15   Leaves Southampton for France 
27.06.15  ` Admitted to hospital at Brandhoek with sickness and vomiting  
28.06.15  Sprained ankle 
1.07.15  Rejoins his battalion at Armentieres 
October 1915   Suffers from dental problems 
01.01.17   Receives a Two Year Good Conduct Chevron 
1.01.1917  Appointed as a paid Lance Corporal 
10.3.1917  Contracts German Measles and is in hospital at St. Omer for a month. 
30.07.1917  Suffers in a gas attack and receives burns.  In hospital at Wimereux 
   and then transferred to UK    
4.08.17 to 13.9.17 In hospital in Bristol - wounds described as superficial. 
24.09.17  Absent without leave for one day 
 
October/November 1917 – trained as “Bomber” instructor 
 
30.05.18   appointed paid Acting Corporal – now in Dublin 
14.12.18   appointed Acting unpaid Lance Sergeant 
7.01.19  Appointed paid Lance Sergeant 
19.02.19   Demobilised from Dublin with the rank of Sergeant 
 
Billy received the 1914-15 Star as he had seen service in France before 31st December 1915.  
This distinguished him from conscripts.   
 

Family History(1) 

 
The family first appears living at Edge Fold Farm, Entwistle in 1891.  The mother, Nancy, is a 
widow with six children and her occupation is Farmer.  Her husband, William, had died 4 
months earlier.(16)  By 1901 she is living on Hob Lane, Edgworth, with five of her children.  
She no gives an occupation, but she is 54 years old.   
 
By 1911, it would appear that Nancy has died as she does not appear on the census and 
there is a death of a Nancy Briggs recorded in Bolton in 1905.(36) William is now living with 
his older sister, Mary, at 1 School View.  Mary is a 29 year old Weaver (born 1882) and 
William is a 21 year old General Labourer at the “Calico Print Works” – Know Mill.  
According to the Briggs family tree, William was born on 23rd April 1889 – 20 months before 
the death of his father on Christmas Day the following year.(16) 

 



Marriage records show that he married Alice Whipp of Darwen in 2nd Q of 1918, presumably 
either before he went to Ireland or whilst he was stationed there. He went to live at 124 
Olive Lane, Darwen, close to Alice’s family home at 177.  Alice’s mother and several of her 
sisters had been born in Edgworth. (36) 

 
They had two children, Frank (b:  1920) and Edith (B: 1923).  The family tree records that 
William died in 1955.(16) 
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