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Harold Brindle was born 30 December 1893 in Edgworth(17). His parents were Robert and 
Ellen Brindle nee Crofts. Harold attended Edgworth Wesleyan School, his first day there was 
25 January 1899 (17).  In 1911 (1)  he was working as a packer of cloth in the Bleach Works.  

 
War Record 
 
There is no surviving service record for Harold Brindle. Many young men from the Edgworth 
area enlisted in the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment. A Medal Index Card (2) for a Harold 
Brindle shows that he originally enlisted as a Private in the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, 
regimental number, 16180. A second regimental number shows that he was later 
transferred  to The Royal Medical Army Corps, Regimental number 136224. The Medal Index 
for the 1914/5 Star (2) shows that Harold disembarked for France, 25 September 1915 with 
the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment before being transferred. There is a possibility that this 
is the Edgworth Harold Brindle.  
 

 
(16) 

 
The photograph of Harold taken in uniform shows him wearing a white lanyard on his left 
shoulder.  His belt has the distinctive clasp, the letters E and U, are just visible.  The lettering 
would have been “ DIEU ET MON DROIT”, God Is My Right. Although the phrase is in French, 
the clasp was used in the British Army. They were originally worn in the Boer Wars but 
reissued when the provision of uniforms in hugh numbers became a problem. They were 
later replaced when supplies were available (18). This seems to suggest that Harold Brindle 
was a volunteer.   
 
Some photographs of men in the Royal Army Corps (19) show them wearing an identical type 
of uniform. 
 
If this is the correct Harold Brindle, he must have been given home leave towards, or after 
the Armistice, as Harold Brindle of Edgworth, married, Quarter 4, 1918, the marrriage was 
registered in Bolton. His bride was Annie Jennings. In 1911 (1), Annie was living  in Egerton 
and working as a  warehouse girl in a cotton mill. 
 

The Harold Brindle on the Medal Index Card and Roll was demobilised 19 August 1919 and 
was awarded the 1914/15 Star, the British War and Victory Medals (16). 
 



Stanley Brindle 
 
The photograph was originally identified as Jim Brindle.  However, no Jim Brindle of a 
suitable age has been found in the Edgworth area.  It is thought that this picture is most 
likely to be Harold’s younger brother, Stanley.  Stanley Brindle was born 5 September 1897 
in Edgworth and attended Edgworth Wesleyan School. (17) 
 

War Record 
 
There has been no service record found for Stanley Brindle. The uniform being worn by the 
man in the photograph has no insignia on the epaulettes and the belt closely resembles that 
of the one worn by Harold Brindle in his photograph. However, when worn by Harold, the 
belt looked to be in mint condition, in the photograph above, it is well worn. This could be a 
hand me down, passed on when Harold had his belt replaced. The hat appears to have a 
button, rather than a badge, which signifies a training battalion. 
 
However, there is a Private Stanley Brindle recorded in the Loyal North Lancashire 
Regiment.  Service Number 35858.  He joined upon 26th September 1916, so would have 
been a conscript, and on 26th June 1919 he was discharged with a Silver War Badge.   
 

“The badge was awarded to all of those military personnel who had served at home 
or overseas during the war, and who had been discharged from the army under 
King’s Regulations. Expiry of a normal term of engagement did not count and the 
most commonly seen reason for discharge and issue of the badge is KR is 392(xvi), 
meaning the soldier had been released on account of being permanently physically 
unfit.”(20) 

 

Other brothers: 
 
Harold and Stanley had older brothers, Alfred, Robert John, Charles and Percy.  Two Alfred 
Brindles were in the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment.  22482 Corporal in the Machine Gun 
Corps and 202037 – although neither can be linked specifically to this particular person.  
There are no records that can be linked to Robert John or Charles, but it is likely that they 
too were involved in the war. 
 

Family History 
 
When Robert Brindle married Ellen, he was a widower with two sons, Mordecai, baptised 
1870 and James, baptised 1872(8).  Robert married Ellen Crofts, 31 May 1879, at St. Anne’s 
Church, Turton (3). Harold and Stanley were the youngest children in the family.  
 
In 1901(1)  Robert was a labourer in a cotton mill. The elder sons, Alfred aged 20, Robert John 
aged 18 and Charles aged 16, were all working as labourers in the Calico Print Works.   Percy 
aged 11, Ethel aged 9, Harold aged 7 and Stanley aged 4, were at school (9). They were  living 
at 180, Bolton Road, Edgworth. 
 



By 1911 (1) Alfred and Charles had left home. Robert John was working as a labourer in a 
cotton mill. Ethel was a cotton weaver, Percy and Stanley  were working with Harold as 
packers of cloth in the cotton mill. The family had moved to 158, Bolton Road, Edgworth. 
 

Post War 
 
Harold Wilson Brindle was born, Quarter 1, 1920 (3). His birth was registered in Bolton. No 
other children have been found. 
 
Harold died, aged 68 (3), 30 January 1962 in the Bolton District Hospital. His probate record 
shows Herbert Wilson Brindle to be his executor (32). 
 

 
 
 
Stanley Brindle married Catherine Hughes, 23 November 1920, at Walmsley Parish Church 
(3).  At the time Stanley was living at 5, Holme Street, Eagley, Turton, working as a labourer.  
The birth of a Monica Brindle was registered in Bolton in 1929, her mother’s maiden name 
being Hughes (3). 
 
In 1939 Stanley and Catherine Brindle were living at 83, Dene Bank, Bradshaw, Turton. He 
was a labourer in the calico print works. There was one other person in the household. This 
could have been Monica.(21)  He died , aged 68, in Blackpool (3). 
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