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Robert Cecil Clemmitt was born on 21st November 1898(3) in York.  He was the son of 
Dobson Clemmitt, a Railway Porter from Commondale and Edith Clemmitt a 
Confectioner/Baker from Normanton, Yorkshire and was Christened on 14th December 1898 
at New Street Chapel, York. (3) 

 
In 1911 he was living in York with his parents, brother Thomas Leslie (b: 1902) and sister 
Muriel (1910).  His father Dobson, was now an Excess Collector, with NER.  (The North 
Eastern Railways).(1)  The main line of the railway survives today as the East Coast mainline 
between York and Edinburgh.(16)  The Headquarters was in York. 
 



War Record 
 
There is no service record for Robert.  However, from the photograph we can tell that he is 
wearing an early issue uniform and his cap badge, although blurred, resembles that of the 
Army Service Corps.  He is also wearing what appears to be a temporary badge on his 
epaulette. 
 
“The Royal Army Service Corps (RASC) was the unit responsible for keeping the British Army 
supplied with all its provisions barring weaponry, military equipment and ammunition, 
which were under the remit of the Royal Army Ordnance Corps.”(17) 

 
The Medal roll only shows one Robert Clemmitt and he was in the Machine Gun Corps 
(Service Number:  123486), so it is possible that Robert transferred to this company later in 
the war.  If so, he received the British War and Victory Medals.(2) 

 

Post War  
 
Robert married Alice Witter in Q1 of 1921 at St. Anne’s, Turton.(5)  Alice, born in 1899, was 
the sister of Bill and Walter Witter (see separate biographies). (36) 

 
In 1939 Alice and Robert are living at 21 West Way, Bolton.  Robert is a bus driver and there 
are four other people in the household whose records are closed.  (records are closed for 
people born less than 100 years ago until the death is verified).(36)  Nothing has been 
discovered to explain how Robert found his way to Edgworth and married Alice.   
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