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The Cooper brothers were the sons of Joseph and Jane Cooper of Entwistle. All three served 
in the war and, happily, survived although James and Ernest were wounded. James was 

awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) for gallantry in 1917.  



 
 

Family History 
 
The Cooper brothers were the three eldest sons of Joseph and Jane Cooper (nee Lomax) and 
at the outbreak of World War 1 they all lived with their family at Bridge Cottages, 
Entwistle.(1) John was born in 1892, James in 1897 and Ernest in 1899. (5). There were eight 
children in the family in total. In 1901 they were living at Station Cottages, Entwistle, 
together with a boarder, and prior to this they had lived in Edgworth. Their father, Joseph, 
worked at Know Mill and is described as a ‘calico bleach croft labourer’ in 1901 and a 
‘machine minder’ in a ‘calico print works’ in 1911.(1) John and James also worked at Know 
Mill before the war, with John being described as a “machine minder” and James as a 
‘plaiter down’, in a ‘calico print works’, in the census of 1911. At this point Ernest, aged 11, 
was not yet working. 
 
The brothers’ parents were married at St Anne’s Church, Turton, in 1892.(5) Their father, 
Joseph, was the son of John and Ann Cooper (nee Greenhalgh). He was baptised at St Anne’s 
Church, Turton on 15 October 1870 aged 2 years and 10 months.(8) In the 1871 census 
Joseph is listed as living at Pleasant View, Edgworth, with his parents. By 1881 they had 
moved to Hob Lane, Edgworth, and by 1891, just before his marriage, Joseph was living with 
his parents and 5 siblings at 2 Hob Lane.(1) John Cooper, Joseph’s father and the brothers’ 
grandfather, is described in the census returns as a “stone quarryman”, having been born in 
Radcliffe in 1841. Ann Greenhalgh, his wife, was born in Entwistle in the same year. They 
had married at St Peter’s Church, Bolton, in 1863. The brothers’ mother, Jane Lomax, was 
born in Edgworth in 1866/7.  
 
Census, Lancashire BMD and family information indicate the following (1)(5)(8): 
 
Father:  Joseph Cooper  b. c1867 Edgworth,  m.1892,  d.?   
Mother: Jane Lomax  b. c1867 Edgworth,  m.1892,  d.1935  
 
Siblings: John Thomas    b.1892 Edgworth,  m.1920,  d.after 1937 
  Ethel   b.1895 Edgworth,  d.1918 
  James   b.1897 Entwistle,  m.(1)1932 d.1972 
        m.(2)1936 
  Ernest   b. 1899 Entwistle m.1925 d.1961 
  William  b. c1902 Entwistle   d.1917 
  Jacob Lomax  b. c1904 Entwistle m.1933 d.1972? 
  Fred   b. c1908 Entwistle m.1935 d.1971? 
  Janie   b. after1911 Entwistle     
 
The children all attended the original Hob Lane School in Edgworth. 
 
Happily, John, James and Ernest Cooper all survived the War, although James and Ernest 
received wounds which affected them throughout their lives. Tragically, however, whilst 
they were serving abroad, their younger brother, William, drowned in an accident in one of 
the Know Mill lodges, aged 16, in July 1917, and their sister, Ethel, died suddenly, aged 23, 
in 1918. (5)(17)  
 



 
 

On demobilization Jack found work outside the area but James and Ernest returned to live 
at the family home in Entwistle. Joseph Cooper, their father, was still listed as living at 1 
Bridge Cottages, Entwistle in 1932. (9) 
 

John Thomas Cooper 
 
John Thomas Cooper, known as Jack, was born in Edgworth in 1892. He was Joseph and Jane 
Cooper’s first child and eldest son. In 1911 Jack, aged 18 was living with his parents and 
siblings at Bridge Cottages, Entwistle. He was working at Know Mill and is described in the 
census as a “Machine Minder” in a “Calico print works”. (1)(5) 

 

  
(16) 

 

War Record 
 
No service record was found for Jack but we know from family and other information that 
he was the first of the brothers to enlist and served in the Royal Garrison Artillery.(17) It has 
not been possible to ascertain when he joined up, where he served or when he was 
demobilized as military records show several individuals with this name serving in the Royal 
Garrison Artillery. 
  
 
 
 



 
 

Royal Garrison Artillery 
 
During World War 1 the Royal Garrison Artillery (RGA) was one of the three sections of the 
Royal Regiment of Artillery, together with the Royal Horse Artillery and the Royal Field 
Artillery. It developed from fortress-based, heavy artillery located on British Coasts. In 
contrast, the Horse and Field Artillery deployed lighter artillery and were relatively mobile.  

In 1914 the British Army had very little heavy artillery but as the war progressed its strength 
was enhanced and the RGA became a large component of the British forces. It was armed 
with heavy, large calibre guns and howitzers which were positioned some way behind the 
front line and had immense destructive power. (18) 

Post War History 
 
After demobilization Jack obtained work as a porter at the Dursley Poor-Law Institution (or 
workhouse) in Gloucestershire. (17)(19) He may have been assisted in finding this position 
by his uncle, Thomas Cooper, the younger brother of his father, Joseph, who, in the 1911 
census, was working as a Superintendent of Labour for the Leicester Guardians of the Poor 
and was later a workhouse master in Herefordshire. (1) 
 
In about 1920 Jack was appointed as the Master of the Dursley Poor-Law Institution. (19) 
The new matron was a Miss Dorothy Rickards who had been assisting the previous Matron.  
On 10th July 1920 Jack Cooper, aged 28, married Dorothy Rickards, aged 24, at Dursley 
Parish Church.(20)  
 
It seems that the couple subsequently spent their working lives running workhouses or 
similar institutions. They remained in their position as Master and Matron at Dursley Poor-
Law Institution until 1927. In March of that year it was reported in the local press that: 
 
 “Mr and Mrs Cooper have obtained a more lucrative appointment [as] Master and 
Matron of the Orsett Poor-Law Institution in Essex and are leaving in the middle of next 
month.” (21)  
 
They remained in post at Orsett for the next 10 years. In December 1937 it was again 
reported in the local press that: 
 
 “Mr and Mrs J.T. Cooper, now Master and Matron Orsett Institution, were appointed 
Master and Matron of Suttons Institution... at £300 and £200 per annum respectively, plus 
emoluments...” (22).  
 
Suttons Institution in Hornchurch, Essex, was purpose-built by Essex County Council in 1936 
as an Old Peoples’ Home.  How long Jack and his wife worked there is uncertain. During 
World War 2 it was taken over by the Ministry of Defence and housed airmen from RAF 
Hornchurch who participated in the Battle of Britain.(23) It is not known what happened to 
Jack and his wife at this point and it has not been possible to ascertain any further 
information about them.  
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The only other clues to Jack’s life are contained in a couple of short newspaper articles 
relating to Dursley Workhouse. In September 1926 it was reported that: 
 
 “the numerous friends of Mr J. T. Cooper, Master of the Dursley Poor-Law Institution, 
who has been lying ill, are glad to hear that he is progressing satisfactorily. Mr Cooper has 
undergone an operation and is receiving treatment...”(24)  
 
After the Coopers’ departure from Dursley another report praised the gardens at the 
Workhouse, referring to: 
 
 “the taste and skill of the former Master (Mr Cooper) in arranging the flowers...” so it 

appears probable that he was also a keen and skilled gardener. (25) 
 
 

James Cooper 
 

 
(16) 

 
James Cooper, known as Jimmy, was born in Entwistle in 1897. He was Joseph and Jane 
Cooper’s third child and second son. In 1911 James, aged 14 was living with his parents and 
siblings at Bridge Cottages, Entwistle.  



 
 

He was working at Know Mill and is described in the census as a “Plaiter down” in a “Calico 
print works”. (1)(5) Family information indicates that prior to this he had worked as a half-
time weaver in Darwen.(17) 
 
Like many young men of his generation James was keen to improve himself and after he left 
school and started working he attended evening classes at Hob Lane School. Between 1912 
and 1913 he passed Advanced Grade Practical Maths, English and Practical Drawing.(17) 
James was also a keen and talented footballer from an early age and became great friends, 
through football, with Albert Barrett, who also served in the War (see separate 
biography).(26) 
 

War Record 
 
No official service record was found online for James but many documents relating to his 
service, including his “Soldiers’ Small Book” and several letters written by James to his 
parents have been shared by his family. These records show that he enlisted at Darwen on 9 
March 1915, giving his age, incorrectly, as 19 years and 2 months, his “Trade” as “Cotton 
Weaver”, his height 5’8 ½”, with brown eyes and dark brown hair. He described his religion 
as “Church of England” and he gave his mother, Jane Cooper, of Bridge Cottage, Entwistle, 
as his next of kin and also named her as his sole beneficiary in Army Form B243 (Form of 
Will, No 1) in the event of his death. (27) It is clear that he lied about his age when he 
enlisted in order to be accepted. 
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James joined the East Lancashire Regiment, with the regimental number 19252 and served 
as a Private, in the 3rd and 6th, working largely as a bomber. He is listed as serving first in the 
”Balkans” theatre, commencing on 16 August 1915.(2) 
 
He saw service in the Dardanelles and Suvla Bay and in an early letter to his parents refers to 
keeping “a watch over our kind friend Jonny Turk”.(28) On 27 November 1915 his mother 
received notification that he had been wounded in action at a “Place not stated”, with no 
indication as to the severity of his wounds.(29) 

 

 
(29) 

 
 
 
James subsequently served in Mesopotamia and in 1917 he was wounded again near 
Baghdad, spending time in hospital at Kut with facial injuries. As a result of this injury he 
suffered partial blindness in one eye for the rest of his life. In a letter home dated 5 April 
1917 he writes: “I am away from hospital at last ...” (30) 
 



 
 

As a result of his actions during this time James was awarded the Distinguished Conduct 
Medal. The citation was published in the London Gazette on 29 August 1917 and reads, “For 
conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty as a bomber during the operations. On all 
occasions he has shown great coolness and initiative” 
 

 
(2) 

 
 
 

 
(31) 
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James ended the war in Mesopotamia but despite his wounds was then transferred to the 
Northumberland Fusiliers with the Regimental number 49500 and served in Ripon, North 
Yorkshire. He was finally transferred to the reserve in May 1919.  
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            James at the end of the war         James’ demobilization form 

East Lancashire Regiment  

The East Lancashire Regiment was formed in 1881 as part of the Cardwell reforms of the 
British Army. There were initially two battalions, the 1st Battalion being created from the 
former 30th Regiment of Foot, and the 2nd from the former 59th. The first Regimental Depot 
was in Burnley, but moved to Fulwood Barracks, Preston in 1898. The Regiment recruited 
primarily from the new industrial towns of East Lancashire, including Burnley, Blackburn, 
Nelson, Colne and Accrington. 

 

During World War I the Regiment expanded to a strength of 17 
battalions which between them served on the Western Front, 
at Gallipoli, and in Macedonia, Egypt, and Mesopotamia 
(modern day Iraq). In total it suffered 7,000 casualties. In all, 
members of the Regiment earned a total of 120 Battle 
Honours, with four individuals being awarded the Victoria 
Cross. (32)(33) 

 

 



 
 

Post War History 

James was demobilized in 1919 and returned to live with his family at Bridge Cottages, 
Entwistle, working at Know Mill. He also resumed his amateur footballing career, playing for 
Hob Lane Football Team and Turton FC in the 1920s, often with his friend Albert Barrett. He 
was also involved with St James Church and Broadhead Mission.(17) 

In the late 1930s James became Secretary of the Bolton Branch of the DCM League. This was 
a national association formed in 1931 to assist DCM holders and their widows in distress, 
particularly to help them find employment. It operated until the early 1950s. During World 
War 2 James also served as a Sergeant in the Home Guard, based at Wellington Mill.(17) 

James married Dorothy Ramwell, a teacher at Hob Lane School, in 1932 at St Anne’s Church, 
Turton, and they moved to 9 Holly Bank, Entwistle.(17)  However, she died the following 
year, aged 32. (5) James continued to live at Holly Bank and married Nellie Isherwood in 
1936, again at St Anne’s Church. (5) Nellie was from a farming background and her father, 
Thomas Isherwood, trained the boys at the Children’s Home in farming techniques before 
many of them were sent to Canada. He later farmed at Croft Gate Farm, Edgworth.(17)  
Nellie recalled that often the men from the National Children’s Home who had enlisted 
came to her parents’ farm on leave as they had nowhere else to go.  She remembered 
creeping downstairs early one morning to find a soldier, wrapped up in his greatcoat, asleep 
on the settle. 

James and Nellie had 3 daughters. In the late 1940s they bought the Old Grammar School in 
Chapeltown, which was then quite dilapidated, from ‘Slater Bentley’. (See Bentley 
biography).  Their children grew up there and attended St Anne’s School. After the closure 
of Know Mill, James worked at Eagley Mills, then as Caretaker and Sexton at St Anne’s 
Church and School, and finally as maintenance engineer at Tower Mill in Chapeltown.(17)  

James and Nellie continued to live in Chapeltown until their deaths in the 1970s. 

 



 
 

 

James (back row second from left) playing for Hob Lane 1920-21(16) 

 

James towards the end of his life(16) 



 
 

Ernest Cooper 
 
Ernest Cooper was born in Entwistle in 1899. He was Joseph and Jane Cooper’s fourth 
child and third son. In 1911 Ernest, aged 11 was living with his parents and siblings at 
Bridge Cottages, Entwistle. He is not listed in the census as working so was probably still 
at school.(1) 
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War Record 
 
No service record was found for Ernest and it has not been possible to ascertain when he 
joined up, where he served or when he was demobilized as military records show several 
individuals with this name serving in the war. However, we know that in April 1917 he was 
expecting to be called up as in James’ letter to his parents, dated 5.4.17, he wrote: 
 

“Tell me what lot our Ernest has to go into when he is eighteen”. (30) 
 
We also know that he was the victim of a serious gas attack at some stage of his war 
service.(17) 
 

 
Post War History 
 
We know from family information that Ernest suffered chest problems for the rest of his life 
as a result of the gas attack he experienced in the war.  
 
After demobilization he returned to Entwistle and lived with his parents and siblings at 
Bridge Cottages. He may have worked at Know Mill. On 5 September 1925, aged 26, he 
married Hannah Holden, also aged 26, at All Souls Church, Bolton.(5)(8) She was the 
daughter of Adam and Ann Ellen Holden and had been baptised at All Souls on 26 October 
1898, when the family was living at 73 Boardman Street. (8) She is described in the records 
of the marriage as a “Winder”, of 35 Rawsthorne Street, Bolton, and her father a 
“Machinist”. Ernest himself is described as a “Labourer”, as is his father Joseph (8). 
 
 
 
 
The couple subsequently moved to the Lancaster 
area and Ernest continued to work in the bleaching 
and dyeing industry.(17) It seems that they spent 
the rest of their lives in the Lancaster area but it 
has not been possible to discover any further 
information about them.  
 
 
Ernest died in Lancaster in 1961 aged 61 and it 
appears that Hannah died in Morecambe in 1975, 
aged 77, although some records give her death as 
1971.(5) Both are buried in the graveyard at St 
Anne’s Church, Turton.(34) 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Photos:  W Carley 

 
 
 



 
 

Research:   Wendy Carley 
 

Standard references: 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 9 plus: 

 
16 Photo reproduced by permission of B. Johnson 
 
17 Information supplied by the family of James Cooper 
 
18 The Long, Long Trail: the British Army in the Great War of 1914-1918 

http://longtrail.co.uk/army/regiments-and-corps/the-royal-artillery-in-the-first-
world-war/ 
 

19 Undated newspaper cutting. By permission of B. Johnson 
 
20 Gloucestershire, England, Marriages and Banns 1754 -1938  
 www.ancestry.co.uk 
 
21 Cheltenham Chronicle 26 March 1927 www.genesreunited.co.uk 
 
22 Essex Newsman 18 December 1937 www.genesreunited.co.uk 
 
23 Romford Recorder 1 November 2012 www.romfordrecorder.co.uk 
 
24 Cheltenham Chronicle 11 September 1926  www.genesreunited.co.uk 
 
26 Information supplied by the family of Albert Barrett 
 
27 The Soldiers’ Small Book of James Cooper. By permission of B. Johnson 
 
28 Letter from James Cooper to his parents dated 25 November 1915. By permission of 

B. Johnson  
29 Army Form B104 – 31 dated 27 November 1915. By permission of B. Johnson 
 
30 Letter from James Cooper to his parents dated 5 April 1917. By permission of B. 

Johnson 
 
31 Undated newspaper cutting. By permission of B. Johnson 
 
32 The Long, Long Trail: the British Army in the Great War of 1914-1918 
 www.1914-1918net/eastlancs.htm 
 
33 Copyright http://www.lancashireinfantrymuseum.org.uk/east-lancashire-regiment/ 
 
34 Postcard from P Harwood collection – publisher unknown. 

ttp://longtrail.co.uk/army/regiments-and-corps/the-royal-artillery-in-t
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.genesreunited.co.uk/
http://www.genesreunited.co.uk/
http://www.romfordrecorder.co.uk/
http://www.genesreunited.co.uk/
http://www.1914-1918net/eastlancs.htm
http://www.lancashireinfantrymuseum.org.uk/east-lancashire-regiment/

