
William Cooper 
(1876 - 1943) 

 
William Cooper was born 22 February 1876 in Edgworth and baptised 16 April 1876 at St. 
Anne’s Church, Turton.(8)   He was the middle son of John and Ann Cooper, nee Mitton. His 
brothers were James, and George and his sisters were Betsy, Hannah and Nancy.(1) 

 
The 1881 census recorded the family at Cherry Tree Hall, Edgworth and by 1891 the family 
was living at 85, Bury Road, Edgworth.  William aged 15, was a cotton weaver. His father 
was a labourer in the calico print works. There was no change at the 1901 census.(1)  After 
Ann Cooper died the family moved to Darwen. 
 
William did not marry and in 1911 he was working as a labourer on the railway and boarding 
at 29, Mary Street West in Horwich.1   Significantly his age recorded was 34 years.  Soon after 
war was declared, William, now a fireman on the railway, enlisted for service in the army,(2) 
despite the fact that working on the railway would have  been a reserved occupation. 

 
Service Record(2) 

 
William’s service record shows that he enlisted 10 October 1914, at Horwich. The age for 
enlistment in 1914 was 18 to 38 years. William was actually 38 years and 8 months of age. 
He must have thought he may be too old to be accepted as he gave his age as 34 years and 
232 days and his birthday as 22 February.  This is in contrast to many young men increasing 
their age in order to enlist. 
 
He was described as 5 feet 9 inches tall, of fresh complexion with blue eyes and brown hair 
and was passed as fit to join the Infantry of the 11th Battalion of the Loyal North Lancashire 
Regiment. Regimental number 17077. His next of kin were his brother James and sister 
Nancy, both living in Darwen. 
 
William was posted to the 11th Battalion of the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 21 October 
1914.  He was transferred to the 6th Battalion 15 October 1915 and served in Mesopotamia. 
He was admitted to hospital in Mudros, 10 January 1916, suffering with jaundice and then 
embarked in Egypt, 3 May 1916 for Basra. Part of his service record is illegible at this point.  
 
On 5 March 1917 William was admitted to the 32 British Hospital at Amara this time 
suffering from malaria. His relatives were sent a letter informing them of this. He was 
granted a month’s leave 15 June 1918 and he went to India 29 June, but was readmitted to 
hospital during that leave at Bangalore.  On a fragment of his hospital record dated 12 July 
1918, his age was given as 44 years, and he had served 3 years and 9 months; 2 years and 3 
months of that time in Mesopotamia.  The 1 year and 6 months not spent in Mesopotamia 
are unaccounted for. 
 



He was struck off the Mesopotamia Expeditionary Force, 15 October 1918 as he did not 
return from India.  He spent time in British hospitals and was finally discharged in Bangalore 
12 December 1918.    
 
When he was medically examined on the ship which was taking him back to England, 13 
March 1919, William was documented as being 45 years of age. This means that his 
enlistment age had now increased by 11 years.  He was actually 43 years of age.  
 
He did not claim any disability despite suffering from repeated bouts of malaria.  He was 
passed A1 fit, his dispersal centre was Heaton Park, 4 April 1919. He was transferred to Class 
Z Army Reserve 1 May 1919.(16) 

 

 

 
 

Soldiers take a ride around the Hebbal camp in Bangalore in 1916(17) 

 
Post War 
 
Soon after his return from the war, William Cooper married Rebecca Allen. The marriage 
was registered in Chorley Quarter 3 (July to September) 1919(3).  Rebecca was a widow(3). In 
1911 William and Rebecca had been neighbours (1). 
 
In 1939 the couple were living 53, Mary Street East, Horwich(19).  William had been working 
as a labourer but was unemployed.  Also in the house was Richard Allen, born in 1901. He 
was the son of Rebecca (1).  
 



William Cooper died in Quarter 1 (January to March) 1943 (3).  His death was registered in 
Horwich. Rebecca died in 1946, probate was granted to Richard Allen, a metal mechanic.   
 
William was related to Albert Cooper (see separate biography).  His father was Albert’s first 
cousin.(18) 
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