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(16) 

War Record (2) 

 
John entered the Royal Garrison Artillery as a gunner on 3rd December 1915.  His Regimental 
Number was 180908.  He was awarded the Victory and British War Medals.  The Royal 
Garrison Artillery developed from fortress-based artillery located on British coasts. From 
1914 when the army possessed very little heavy artillery it grew into a very large component 
of the British forces. It was armed with heavy, large calibre guns and howitzers that were 
positioned some way behind the front line and had immense destructive power.(18)  
 
When John joined up, he was living at 6 Sharples Meadow.  He lists his occupation as 
“Labourer at the calico print works” and confirms that he was single (2).  He was 5’8” tall with 
brown hair, blue eyes, had a fresh complexion and was of good character.  His chest 
measured 34” (with an extra 2” on expansion).  He had a scar as a result of an operation to 
remove goitre, but suffered no symptoms.   
 



His Statement of Service shows the following: 
 
Home, British           3.12.15  -   5.10.17 
Home, British          6.10.17  -    2.12.17 
BEF, France           3.12.17  -    6.11.17  
Home, British          7.11.18  -  20.11.18 
BEF, France        21.11.18  -    6.08.19 
Home, British    7.08.19  -   11.09.19 

 
totalling 3 years 283 days.  During his period of service he was mobilized 12 times between 
3rd November 1916 and 25th August, 1917 before being discharged on 4th October, 1919 at 
the age of 22.  The reason given for discharge was a 60% disability because of a tumour.  He 
was granted a pension of 24/- from 12th September, 1919. (2) 

 
Family History 

 
John Coupe was born in 1897 in Edgworth, the son of Joseph Coupe, a calico machine 
printer’s apprentice from Levenshulme and Mary Elizabeth Haydock from Edgworth(17). The 
1901 census shows him living at 19 Crown Point, Edgworth with his parents and sister, 
Martha, born in 1900.  (1)     

 

1911 Census –The Coupe family now living at 33 Blackburn Road, Edgworth (1) 

By this time John is employed as a labourer at the calico print works.  He is aged 13 years. 
 
Father:   Joseph Coupe      - aged 34     
Mother:  Mary Elizabeth    - aged 34 
 
Other household members: 

  
JOHN   aged 13 
Martha  aged 11  
Alfred         aged 7 
Joseph   aged 3 

 
John married Isabella Harling (1899 – 1993) in 1922 and they subsequently had 3 daughters 
followed by 2 sons, one of the sons being Rev. R.A.Coupe who provided some of the 
information and the photograph.(16) 

 
Research:   Irene Spencer 

Standard references:   1,2,3,6, plus: 

 
16 Personal information from John Coupe’s son, Rev. R.A. Coupe 
17 Scott Family Tree and Rice Family Tree (on Ancestry). 
18 http://www.1914-1918.net/cra.htm 

http://www.1914-1918.net/cra.htm


Family Tree showing the relationship between the Coupe, Davies, Holt and Harling Families 
(Soldiers’ names in bold) 

 

 
 


