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War Record(2) 

 
Harry Walker Cowell enlisted on 11th December 1915, aged 19 years and 7 months.  He was 
5’10” tall and worked as a labourer at the print works.  He was not married and lived at 401 
Blackburn Road with his grandfather, James Baxendale and other family members.  He was 
mobilised on 12th August 1916 and from 23rd April 1917 was with the Royal Garrison Artillery 
as a Gunner (service number:  150809) with 42 and 67 Companies covering both the Inner 
and Outer Defences at Portsmouth.  He does not appear to have gone overseas. 



He was discharged as an invalid with exophthalmic goitre, which is an old name for Graves 
Disease (an autoimmune disease that affects the functioning of the thyroid gland), after an 
examination at Parkhurst Military Hospital on 9th January 1918. 
 
His discharge document shows that his service number was 150809 with the rank of 
Gunner.  He received a weekly pension of 27s 6d for four weeks from 5th February 1918 and 
then 11s a week to be reviewed in 48 weeks.  His character was good. 
 

Family History 
 
Harry was born in the second quarter of 1896(3) and in the 1911 census he was living at 
“Slate Cottage”, 401 Blackburn Road in the household of his grandfather.(1) 

 
James Baxendale  head  Carpenter  73  Chorley 
Fanny Baxendale  wife     67  Edgworth 
Albert Baxendale  son  Grocer   26  “ 
John Baxendale  son  Twister Cotton 45  Chorley 
Fred Baxendale  son  Cotton Weaver 37  Edgworth 
Harry Walker Cowell  grandson Finishing Room 14  “ 
     Print works 
 
Despite their ages, none of the sons of the family are married.  Harry is shown as living in 
the same household in 1901, aged only 4.  It is not known what happened to Harry’s parents 
but it is likely that Harry came from his grandmother’s family as her maiden name was 
Cowell and she married James Baxendale in 1875.(36) 

 
It is possible that Albert Baxendale was also involved in the war, but no records have been 
found.  Albert C Baxendale was born in 1884 and went to the Wesleyan School in 
Edgworth.(36) 
 
Harry married Amelia Ashworth in 1922(36) and died on 24th September 1958:(32) 
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