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War Record(36) 

 
Frederick Crawley signed up on 3rd November 1914 as a volunteer at the age of 34.  He 
joined the Home Service Battalion, Loyal North Lancashire Regiment (Territorials) and 
agreed to serve for four years in the UK.  He stated he had previous experience in the 
Territorials. 
 
On 21

st
 June 1916, while stationed at Broadstairs, he signed the Imperial Service Agreement.  

Territorial troops were not obliged to serve overseas, although it was expected, but when 
they agreed to this they signed the “Imperial Service Obligation”.  They were then issued 



with a special badge, known as the "Imperial Service Brooch".  Frederick is not wearing this 
badge, but the photograph was perhaps taken before he signed.  However, conscription had 
been extended to include married men in May 1916, so by this time he would have had no 
choice.  He left Folkestone on 9

th
 June 1917 and arrived the same day in Boulogne. 

 
On 25th June 1917 he was transferred to 1/6 King’s Liverpool Regiment under Army Order 
204 of 1916, which allowed for men to be transferred between units.  (Service number 
260011).  On 4th July 1917 he joined the battalion in the field.  He very quickly had to be 
treated for tooth decay in August 1917. 
 
On 2.11.17 he became a casualty, but not as a result of the enemy: 
 

“a man belonging to a fatigue party that was passing the RE dump was knocked 
down by a board (which was a tent bottom) blown from the dump by the wind 
which was very strong.”  

 
He was admitted to 24 General Hospital (at Etaples).  A report was compiled headed 
“Report on accidental or self-inflicted injury”.  Frederick was deemed to have a suffered an 
accident which was not his fault.  However, this gives some idea of the possibility at the 
time of self-inflicted injuries.  The accident was sufficiently bad to have him discharged from 
his unit, although it was reported as bruises and contusions to the thigh. 
 
Etaples was not a very pleasant place: 

 
“Étaples was a particularly notorious base camp for those on their way to the front. 
The officers and non-commissioned officers (NCOs) in charge of the training, the 
"canaries", also had a reputation of not having served at the front, which inevitably 
created a certain amount of tension and contempt.  Under atrocious conditions, 
both raw recruits and battle-weary veterans were subjected to intensive training 
in gas warfare and bayonet drill, and long sessions of marching at the double across 
the dunes. After two weeks, many of the wounded would rather return to the front 
with unhealed wounds than remain at Étaples.[4][5] (16)” 

 
Siegfried Sassoon’s poem Base Details sums up the situation at Etaples: 
 

If I were fierce, and bald, and short of breath, 
I'd live with scarlet Majors at the Base, 
And speed glum heroes up the line to death. 
You’d see me with my puffy petulant face, 
Guzzling and gulping in the best hotel, 
Reading the Roll of Honour. 'Poor young chap,' 
I'd say—'I used to know his father well; 
Yes, we’ve lost heavily in this last scrap.' 
And when the war is done and youth stone dead, 
I'd toddle safely home and die—in bed. 
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On 2nd January 1918 Frederick was transferred to the Labour Corp and posted to 214 
Divisional Employment Company and allocated a new service number 477610.  A fortnight’s 
leave was granted 12th September to 26th September 1918. 
 
On 28th November 1918 he was hospitalised with “debility” in 56 General Hospital (Etaples) 
and on 14th December 1918 was sent back to the UK.  He was demobilised on 27th February 
1919 at Nottingham and his character was “very good” and received the British War and 
Victory Medals. 
 

Family History(36) 

 
In 1911 Frederick Crawley (aged 30), born in Bradshaw, was living at 35 Bolton Road, 
Edgworth with his wife Holly, (aged 28), who was a “Ring Spinner”, born in Shropshire.  They 
did not have any children at that time.  Frederick’s occupation was given as “Calico Printer’s 
Lab”.  They had been married for four years, having been married in Q2 of 1906.   
 
Holly’s maiden name was Hulstone.(36)  She had been born in 1882 in Booley, Shropshire, but 
by 1891 her family were living at Higher Sheep Hill, Tottington.  Her father was a farmer, but 
her siblings were working in the cotton industry.(36)  Holly was the older sister of Frederick 
Arthur Hulstone, who was killed.  (See separate biography).  It does not appear that they 
had any children. 
 
Holly died in March 1965(3) outliving Frederick by seven years and living at 19 Bolton Road 
(the address Frederick gave on signing up in 1914), leaving £349 to Gladys Haworth (widow).   

Holly and Frederick are both buried in St. Anne’s, Turton.(35) 
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