
Frederick Down  
(1888-1978) 

 
Frederick Down was born 8 March 1888 (3) at Musbury, near Haslingden, Lancashire. He was 
the son of Joseph and Alice Down, née Haworth. 
 

Family History 
 
Joseph Down was born around 1854, in Cambridgeshire where he worked as farm labourer 
(1). He moved to Entwistle before 1881 and married Alice Haworth. Alice was the daughter 
of James and Dolly Haworth and was born at Longworth Bank, Edgworth in 1854. She was 
baptised at St. Anne’s Church, Turton (8). Joseph and Alice married at that same church, 27 
May 1880 (3). The eldest children, Sarah Ann and James were also baptised at St. Anne’s 
Church (8) in 1881 and 1882 at which time Joseph was working as a stone quarryman. Before 
Frederick was born, the family had moved to Musbury, near Haslingden, in 1891 Joseph 
Down was working as a farm labourer (1).  In 1901 (1) Frederick was working as a cotton 
weaver. 
 
Joseph Down died, aged 50, at 434, Halcombe Road, Helmshore, Haslingden. He was buried 
at St. Anne’s Church, Turton, 25 May 1904 (8). Soon after his death Alice, Sarah Ann and 
Frederick moved back to Edgworth. They moved into Alice’s family home at Longworth 
Bank, which was then occupied by her sister, Ann and her brother John Haworth. Alice’s 
elder son, James Down, stayed in the Haslingden area. 
 
In 1911 (1) Frederick was aged 23 and working as a labourer in the calico print works. Alice 
Down died in 1912 and Sarah Ann in 1916. Frederick’s uncle, John Haworth died in June 
1916, all were buried at St. Anne’s Church, Turton (8). 

 
War Record (2) 

 
Frederick’s Service Record has survived but is damaged. He attested in Bolton 10 December 
1915. He attested under the Derby Scheme which was devised by Lord Derby to increase the 
numbers of men enlisting for war service as voluntary recruitment was not going to provide 
the numbers needed. Under the scheme men were encouraged to enlist but if they did not 
wish to be mobilised immediately they were put into Section A Army Reserve and grouped, 
according to age and marital status. They were given one day’s pay and a khaki coloured 
arm band with a red crown to wear to show they had attested and were waiting to be 
mobilised when they were needed (16).  
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The armband was to prevent men being given a white feather. The practice was to walk up 
to any man deemed ‘fit to serve’ and not in Khaki and press into his hand a ‘white feather’ 
as an insinuation of cowardice. 

Frederick was placed in Group 32 and was not mobilised until 7 November 1916 at 
Woolwich. His sister, Sarah Ann Down, died 18 days later (17). On his attestation form, the 
word “STOREMAN” was stamped, this may explain why Frederick joined the Army Ordnance 
Corps (New Force), Regimental Number 024835. His medical category was B1, he had flat 
feet.  
 
The Army Ordnance Corps units created a well-developed system of stores dumps and 
repair facilities along extended lines-of-communication. The First World War (1914-1918) 
saw the officers and men of the Department and Corps heavily engaged, especially in the 
artillery-dominated theatre of the Western Front. The number of ordnance personnel grew 
enormously, as did the storage and logistics infrastructure needed to supply the guns (17). 
 
After training Frederick embarked from Southampton 2 March 1917 and landed at Le Havre, 
France, the next day.  He would have spent his time dealing with stores and equipment 
being unloaded at the port of Le Havre and their transport to depots nearer the front line. 
From 8 October 1917 (memo, Woolwich) he was to receive 5th Rate Corps Pay. This was an 
additional payment of about 4d. to add to his daily pay of about 1s. 2d (16).  
 
His Casualty Form, which also recorded service, dated 24 December 1917 stated that 
Frederick was moved into the Infantry Section, being compulsory transferred to the 10th 
Rifle Brigade, at his present rank of Private and his Regimental Number changed to B 
202324.  
 
During 1918 this Casualty Form was well used.  Frederick joined the 10th Rifle Brigade 25 
January 1918 and posted to the 12th Rifle Brigade 17 February in the Field. He was given 
leave 1 to 15 March and following his return to duty, was wounded in action 30 March, 
sustaining a gunshot wound to his temple. He was treated at Rouen and later transferred to 
the Convalescence Depot in Trouville and then, 23 April, to Le Havre. Frederick was back in 
the Field, 10 May.  
 
He was wounded again 4 June, this time he was wounded both in his right leg and right 
shoulder. He was taken to No. 57 Casualty Clearing Station, this was at Aubigny, north west 
of Arras (16), and transferred to No. 55 General Hospital at Wimereux, north of Boulogne (16).  
 
He was repatriated to England via Boulogne 12 June and received further treatment at 
Oakbank War Hospital, Glasgow. Before he was discharged his form read:  
 

Disability cured, completed two eight mile marches, one in full marching order and 
passed all combat tests”. 

 
Frederick was granted leave from there, 9 to 16 August. His leave address was Longworth 
Bank, Edgworth.  Frederick returned to stay with his aunt, Ann Haworth.  



His next move was to the Southern Command Depot, Perham Down Camp, Wiltshire. He 
was discharged from there, 29 October and posted to the 6th Rifle Brigade at Southchurch, 
Southend-on-Sea, then to the 5th Rifle Brigade, 13 November. He remained there until 9 
August 1919 and was demobilised from Rugeley, Staffordshire, 14 September 1919. He 
returned to Longworth Bank, Edgworth. 
 
Frederick Down was awarded the British War and Victory Medals (2). 
 

Post War 
 
Frederick Down married Eunice Marsden in 1926 (3). Eunice was born in 1887, her father was 
Thomas, a stoker at the print works and her mother, Peggy Marsden. The family lived in 
Entwistle (1). In 1901 (1), Eunice and her two sisters were calico weavers, she had changed to 
cotton weaving by 1911 (1). 
 
It is assumed that the couple made their home with Ann Haworth, they are not listed in 
1932 (9) but Miss Ann Haworth was still at Longworth Bank. She died that year. There have 
been no children of the couple found.  
 
In 1939 Frederick and Eunice were living at 1, Entwistle Hall Cottages, Entwistle. He was a 
production process worker in the dye works (18). 
 
Eunice Down died 14 May 1956, age 68, of 2, Holly Bank, Entwistle. Probate was granted to 
Frederick Down, a retired textile dyer. 
 

(4) 

 
Frederick Down died 7 December 1978, age 90. He and Eunice were buried with his parents 
and sister at St. Anne’s Church, Turton.  Reference: Old Ground Left 013 (19). 
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