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Brothers Thomas and James Duckworth were both born in Edgworth, Thomas in 1886 and 
James in 1889.  They were the sons of William Henry Duckworth, a Foreman at the Calico 
Print Works. Thomas enlisted with the South Lancashire Regiment and James, with the Loyal 
North Lancashire Regiment in 1916. Sadly, both were killed in action, James on the 9th 
February 1918, age 28 and Thomas on the 9th April 1918, age 32 (15). 

            



 
 

War Record - Thomas 
 
Thomas served with the South Lancashire Regiment in the 1st/4th Battalion and enlisted in 
May 1915,(16) his Regimental Number was 235378 and rank was sergeant(15).  He had been 
employed at Know Mill Print Works. 
 
It is not known what happened to Thomas between 1915 and September 1917. However, in 
Thomas’s soldiers diary (provided by J Harrison), Thomas writes that he left England on 26th 
September 1917 and arrived in Le Havre on the 27th, from here he travelled to Givenchy-les-
la Basee in the Pas-de-Calais Department where the battalion spent some time repairing 
trenches. Much of the battalion’s time was then spent concreting dug-outs in La Basse Canal 
near Bethune and at Windy Corner (North West of Cuinchy) in March 1918. The last entry in 
the diary on 6th April 1918 was ‘Festubert – Beuvry. Keep making strong point 1.0 to 11.0. 
Heavily shelled. Day wet and cold and dark’.  
 
Thomas died on 9th April 1918 and news of his death was sent to his father (William) by 
Sergeant HW Hull in a letter dated April 16th 1918, this letter was copied by Annie (Thomas’s 
fiancée) into her notebook (also provided by J Harrison, Annie’s nephew), the following is an 
excerpt from it: 
 

“May I take the opportunity of telling you the sad news of your son’s Death. It is a 
painful Duty for me to have to tell you that he was killed during the afternoon of 
April 9th whilst we were checking the rush of the Huns at (left blank). His death was 
without pain being instantaneous. I myself was wounded at the same time but 
went to his assistance only to find to my sorrow that he had left this world doing 
His Duty to the last”   

 
Other letters and notes were also copied by Annie into her notebook including a further 
letter from his Platoon leader HW Hull enclosing all Thomas’s personal belongings, in 
particular, his ‘Active Service’ bible, his soldier’s diary and a bundle of photographs 
(provided by J Harrison). A letter from Thomas, after receiving word of his brother Jimmy’s 
death on 9th February 1918, was also copied by Annie(24). 

 (24) 

 
 
Tom wrote on 21st February 1918 to his Father: 
 
“I hope you are keeping well and bearing the blow ... as well as 
it is possible.  As for myself, well I am under very different 
circumstances and conditions, the excitement of every minute 
takes your thoughts off everything, only what is immediately 
before us.  Though he is gone, I shall never forget him and I 
don’t think any of us will ... thank God our dear old Mother is 
away out of the trouble and worry of the war.” 



 
 

 
(15) 

 
He is also remembered on the Roll of Honour at Edgworth Congregational Church.(16) 



 
 

War Record - James 
 
James was a private in the 1st Battalion of the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, joining in 
February 1916 and going to the front in the following June, his Regimental Number is 
23169(15). His duty location was France and Flanders (7) where he died of his wounds (2) and 
his Medal Roll Card shows that he was awarded the Victory and British War Medals (7).  He 
had also worked at Know Mill and played football with Edgworth Rovers.(16) 
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Both names appear on a family grave stone in the 
Congregational Churchyard and they are also 
commemorated on the war memorial at St Anne’s 
church, Turton. 
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Family History 
 
Both Thomas and James were born in Edgworth, Thomas in 1886 and James in 1889. They 
were the sons of William Henry Duckworth, a Foreman at the Calico Print Works who was 
born in Entwistle. Their mother was Agnes Duckworth (maiden name Mercer) (born in 
Glasgow), the year of registration of their marriage was 1885 (5). James was a Labourer at 
the Calico Print Works (Know Mill) and Thomas, an Office Boy. Census data indicate the 
following: (1)  
 
Father:  William Henry Duckworth b. 1855 Entwistle, d. 1933 (5) 

Mother: Agnes Mercer   b. 1855 Glasgow, d. 1912 (5) 
 
Siblings: Rachel    b. 1887 Edgworth m. Thomas Gardner in 1911  
      
The 1901 and 1911 Census show the Duckworths living in at 24 Blackburn Road, Edgworth(1). 
 
James was a keen sportsman and played football with the Edgworth Rovers and was a 
member of Edgworth Recreational Cricket Club and Billiards Club. 
 
Thomas was engaged to be married to Annie Isherwood who also lived on Blackburn Road 
(numbers 8 & 10) with her 4 sisters and 1 brother. Number 10 was a Grocers/Hardware 
shop (now the Hairdressers) which Annie went on to run with one of her sisters until she 
retired in 1939, age 51. Annie was a strong character who lived until she was 88 but sadly 
never married(24). 
 
 
 

                      
(24) 

 
James and Thomas’ cousin William Duckworth (Billy) also served in WW1, see separate 
bibliography. 
 



 
 

The Duckworth Family Tree: 



 
 

A Christmas card sent by Thomas Duckworth in 1915(24)
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