
 

The Four Ellison Brothers 
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William Marchanton Ellison 
(Marchie) 

(12.9.1883-September 1975) 
 
 
William Marchanton Ellison (known as Marchie) was born in Turton on 12 September 1883 
(3,5).  He was the first son of Edwin Ellison and Elizabeth Morris (1). He enlisted with the Royal 
Engineers in 1915 (2) and survived the war, living until age 92(3). 
  



 

Wilfred James Ellison 
(29.4.1890 – March 1977) 

 
 

 
 

(25) 

 
Wilfred James Ellison was born in Edgworth on 29 April 1889 (3,5), he was the second son of 
Edwin Ellison and Elizabeth Morris (1). He enlisted with the Royal Artillery, serving with both 
the Royal Field and Horse Artilleries (2) and survived the war, living until age 87 (3). 
  



 

Leonard Ellison 
(31.12.1893 - 1978) 

 

 
 

(25) 

 
Leonard Ellison was born in Edgworth on 31 December 1893 (3,5), the third son of Edwin 
Ellison and Elizabeth Morris (1). He enlisted with the Royal Engineers, regimental number 
237367 and survived the war, living until age 85 (3). 
 
 
 



 

Harry Morris Ellison 
(30.8.1898 - 1974) 

 

   
(25) 

 
Harry Morris Ellison was born in Edgworth on 30 August 1898 (3,5), the fourth son of Edwin 
Ellison and Elizabeth Morris (1). He enlisted with the Royal Engineers, regimental number 
192123 and survived the war, living until age 75 (3). 
  



 

War Records 

 

Marchie Ellison 
 
Marchie served as a Sapper with the Royal Engineers, he enlisted on 10 December 1915, age 
32 (2) and his Regimental Number was 126787. At the time of his enlistment he was working 
as a Post Office Telegraphist living at 77 Lonsdale Road, Bolton. He was mobilised and 
posted on 18th September 1916 and from the ‘Trade and Special Qualifications’ form it 
appears that he was certified as a Proficient Lineman on 18th September 1918. We can 
maybe presume that he would have been involved in the maintenance of telephone and 
wireless equipment during his active service (2).  
 
Marchie continued his service with the Number 1 Telegraph Construction Company with the 
British Army of the Rhine (BAOR) after the armistice. We know this from a letter written to 
his Uncle Jim regarding repairs to his rental properties. The letter was dated 11th August 
1919 and the address on the letter showed that he was a Corporal with the No. 1 TCC(25). 
The first formation of the BAOR was set up in March 1919 to implement the occupation of 
the Rhineland, it consisted of Staff, Cavalry, Royal Artillery, Royal Engineers, Infantry, 
Machine Gun Corps, Tanks and the usual ancillary services(26).  
 
Marchie’s Medal Roll Card shows that he was awarded the British War and Victory 
Medals(2).  
 
 

Wilfred Ellison 
 
Wilfred was posted overseas on 18th September 1915, he served in the Royal Field Artillery 
and his Regimental Number was 37516. He was commissioned as an officer on 23rd October 
1918 when he became a Battery Quarter Master Sergeant. He was responsible for supplying 
from stores the clothing and light equipment the soldiers in the batteries required. Wilfred 
qualified for the Victory Medal, British War Medal and the 1914-1915 Star Medal (this Star 
medal was awarded to officers and men of the British Imperial Forces who served between 
5th August 1914 and 31st December 1915), these were issued on 6th October 1925 (2). 

 
Leonard Ellison 
 
Leonard served as a Sapper with the Royal Engineers, his Regimental Number was 237367. 
His final rank was Acting 2nd Corporal and he received the British War and Victory medals.(2) 

 
 

Harry Morris Ellison 
 
Harry also served as a Sapper with the Royal Engineers, his Regimental Number was 192123. 
He received both the British War and Victory medals.(2) 
  



 

The Royal Engineers – Background (from The Long, Long Trail) (21) 

The war of 1914-1918 relied on engineering. Without engineers there would have been no 
supply to the armies, because the RE's maintained the railways, roads, water supply, bridges 
and transport. RE's also operated the railways and inland waterways. There would have 
been no communications, because the RE's maintained the telephones, wireless and other 
signalling equipment. There would have been little cover for the infantry and no positions 
for the artillery, because the RE's designed and built the front-line fortifications. It fell to the 
technically skilled RE's to develop responses to chemical and underground warfare. And 
finally, without the RE's the infantry and artillery would have soon been powerless, as they 
maintained the guns and other weapons. Little wonder that the Royal Engineers grew into a 
large and complex organisation. 

Manpower: how big was the RE? 

On 1 August 1914, the RE consisted of 1,056 officers and 10,394 men of the regular army 
and Special Reserve, plus another 513 and 13,127 respectively serving with the RE of the 

Territorial Force. By the same 
date in 1917, it had grown to 
a total manpower of 295,668. 
In other words, it was twelve 
times bigger than the 
peacetime establishment. 

The Royal Engineers in 
1914  

The officers and men 
mentioned above in 1914 
manned 26 coastal defence 
Fortress Companies (of which 
15 were overseas); 15 Field 
Companies (2); 7 Signal 
Companies (1); 3 Survey 
Companies, 2 Railway 
Companies; 2 Cable and 
Airline (signalling) Companies 
and miscellaneous other 
units. There were also 9 
Depot companies carrying 
out training and 
administrative duties, as well 
as various Schools. (21) 
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Royal Engineers repair broken telegraph wires on the Western Front, 28 September 1914.
(27) 



 

Family History 
 
Marchie was born in Turton on 12th September 1883 and baptised on 28th October 1883 at 
St Anne’s Church by W. Shaw (8). He was the son of Edwin Ellison, born in Crawshawbooth 
and a Finisher at the Print Works. William’s mother was Elizabeth Morris, born in Turton. 
Marchie’s unusual middle name, Marchanton was his Grandmother’s maiden name and in 
fact, he was known by a shortened form of it.  
 
The London Gazette, March 1, 1901 mentions a ‘Learner’ Postman with the name William 
Marchanton Ellison from Bolton, so we can presume that he was training to be a Post Office 
Clerk. He was also mentioned in the British Postal Service Appointment Books (1737-1969) 
in the 1902 Appointments, his job was Sorting Clerk and Telegraphist (22). On the 1911 
census the family were living in Bromley Cross where in fact Marchie’s occupation was a 
Post Office Clerk/Letter Sorter. Census data indicate the following: (1)  
 
 
Father:  Edwin Ellison  b. 1851  Turton, d. 1908 Bromley Cross 
Mother: Elizabeth Morris b. 7.7.1857  Turton, d. 24.10.1915 
 
Children: William Marchanton   b. 1883 Turton 

Wilfred James  b. 1890 Edgworth 
  Leonard  b. 1894 Edgworth 
  Harry Morris  b. 1898 Edgworth 
   
 
The 1901 Census shows the Ellisons living at 264 Turton Road, Bolton (1)  but by the 1911 
Census they had moved to 1 Bromley Cross Road.       

 

Marchie married Mary Annie Healey on 9 April 1914 and they had two children, Dennis and 
Rosemary Mollie. At some point the family must have moved to Kent as there is a probate 
record of the death of Mary Annie on 28th December 1959 at Ashford Hospital in Kent. She 
left her personal effects of £189 8s 10d to her husband Marchie who, according to the 
probate record, was a retired employment manager(4). Marchie remarried at some point 
after this and his second wife was called Victoria, they continued to live on the South coast 
(25) until his death in September 1975, age 92 in Shepway, Kent(3).  
 
 
Wilfred was born on 29th April 1890 in Edgworth, at the age of 21 he moved to Battersea in 
London and was working as a tutor in textile manufacturing (1). In the Quarter October to 
December 1914, age 24, he married Rachel Douglas and they had one son who was given his 
mother’s maiden name, Douglas. At some point the family moved to Norden in Rochdale (in 
fact his war medals were sent there in 1925) and he started working for Turner and Newall, 
an asbestos product manufacturer and mine operator. He appeared to do very well and 
actually invented a method of ‘Opening and Cleansing Asbestos Fibrous Material’ which was 
patented with the United States Patent Office on 28th April 1942 (23).  
  



 

He travelled to both the United States and South Africa as a Director of the company 
presumably to visit the asbestos mines in South Africa (24). When Turner & Newall started in 
the asbestos industry, the health risks associated with the mineral were relatively unknown, 
however, we now know that asbestos can cause debilitating lung diseases such as asbestosis 
and cancer. Despite this, Wilfred went on to live until he was 87 and died in Worthing, West 
Sussex (3). 
 
 
Leonard was born on 31st December 1893 in Edgworth(3), at the age of 17 he had moved to 
Bromley Cross and was working as a Post Office Clerk. He married Alice May Pollitt in 1920 
in Wallasey(3) and they had two children, Ronald born in 1922 and Brian born in June 
1928(25). He died in Wallasey in December 1978 at the age of 85(3). 
 
 
Harry Morris was born on 30th August 1898 in Edgworth(3) , Harry’s middle name of Morris 
was his mother’s maiden name. He married Annie Inglis (known as Nancy) in West Derby in 
the quarter from April to June 1922, they had two children, Patricia born on 20th January 
1923 in West Derby and William (Bill) born in June 1924 in Birkenhead(25). He died in June 
1974 in Birkenhead at the age of 75(3). 
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The Ellison Family Tree 

  


