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Richard (Dick) Farnworth (see above photo) was born in Edgworth in 1892.  He was the son 
of James Farnworth, a General Labourer at the Calico Printworks. He survived the war but 
died in 1924 and is buried in St Anne’s Churchyard (8). His brother John James born 1891, 
also enlisted and survived the war. 

 



 
 

War Record – Dick Farnworth 
 
A possible Medal and Award Roll record has been found for Dick Farnworth which shows 
that his regiment was the Royal Artillery (Royal Horse Artillery and Royal Field Artillery), his 
Regimental Numbers were 1923 and 710961 and his final rank was Driver Lance 
Bombardier. He was awarded the British War and Victory Medals.  This is backed up by 
looking at his cap badge which indicates that he joined the Royal Artillery Regiment; he is 
also wearing the White Lanyard (associated with the RA) on his left shoulder.  
 
The two distinct branches of the Royal Artillery in World War 1 were the Royal Field Artillery 
and the Royal Garrison Artillery, both branches wore the same cap badge but unless the 
shoulder title is visible it is difficult to determine which branch the Gunner belonged to. 
Additionally, if the Gunner’s boots are visible in the photograph and he has an oval of 
leather covering his laces then he is wearing spurs. The spurs and leather bandolier of 
ammunition pouches worn by Dick both point towards him being in the Royal Field Artillery. 
The RFA fired the smaller mobile Field guns, these had wooden wheels, were smaller in 
calibre and positioned closer to the front line. The RFA moved frequently using teams of 
horses(25). 
 
Dick survived the war but died at the early age of 32. 
 

War Record – John James Farnworth 
 
John enlisted with the 70th Training Reserve Battalion on 9th December 1915 when he was 
24(2), recruits were posted to the Training Reserve for basic training before they were 
posted to an active service unit(21).  He was transferred to the 6th Training Battalion of the 
Royal Army Medical Corps. in Blackpool on 7th October 1917, he was a private and his 
regimental number was 133628. On 30th November 1918 he was then transferred to the 5th 
Training Battalion, he was discharged on 17th January 1919. 
  

Family History 
 
John was born in Bradshaw in 1891 and Dick, in Edgworth in 1892. They were the sons of 
James Farnworth, a General Labourer at the Cotton Print Works who was born in Chorley. 
Their mother was Alice Allen (born in Bradshaw), the year of registration of their marriage 
was 1888. Both John and Dick were Spinners in the cotton spinning industry. Census data 
indicate the following: (1)  
 
Father:  James Farnworth b. 1868 Chorley, d. 1937 (5) 
Mother: Alice Allen  b. 1866 Bradshaw, d. 1921 (5) 
 
 
Siblings: Alice   b. 1890 Bradshaw 
  Nellie (or Ellen) b. 1898 Bradshaw 
  Frank   b. 1906 Bradshaw 
   
 



 
 

The 1901 Census show the Farnworths living in at 50 Lower Bottoms, Bradshaw and the 
1911 Census shows them living at 12 Martin Street, Edgworth  (1) 
 
Dick married Ethel May White between July and September 1922 (3) (5). He died in 1924, age 
32 (5) and was buried at St Anne’s church on 19 November 1924 by James Platt, Vicar(8) . 
 
John James died in 1968 at the age of 77, nothing else is known about him at this stage. 

The picture below was taken in 1920-21 and appeared in the Edgworth Gazette on 24 May 
1985, it shows Dick (Front row, first on the left) with the other members of the Edgworth 
Football Team(23). 

 

 

 

 

Research:   Karen Oldfield 

Standard references: 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, plus: 

 
23 Edgworth Gazette and Herald, 24th May 1985 


