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Crofton Footitt was born in 1898. His birth was registered in Wakefield, West Yorkshire; his 
full name was William Henry Crofton Footitt (3). Both William and Henry were family names; 
Crofton is an area of Wakefield and may have been his birthplace. In 1901 and 1911 (1) 
Crofton was living with his grandparents, William and Ellen Harrington in Edge Foot Fold, 
Entwistle. William Harrington was a domestic gardener. 



War Record 
 
Crofton Footitt was enlisted into the Royal Field Artillery, regimental number 190843; his 
rank was Gunner, equivalent to that of Private in the Infantry.   
 
A member of the Royal Field Artillery, Charles Leonard Flux, with the very close regimental 
number of 190847 (2), was mobilised at Fulwood Artillery Barracks, Preston, 19 January 
1917. As regimental service numbers were allocated on mobilisation (16), it is possible that 
Crofton Footitt was mobilised into the Royal Field Artillery at Preston in January 1917. There 
is no service record for Crofton, however, he survived the war and received the British War 
and Victory Medals (2). 
 

Post War 
 
Crofton’s grandfather, William Harrington, died in 1923 and his grandmother, Ellen 
Harrington, in 1924 (3).  Crofton married Jane Howarth in early 1925 (3). A son, Harry C. 
Footitt was born later that year. Both events were registered in Bolton. (3).   
 
Sometime before 1928 Crofton had set himself up as the proprietor of a fish and chip shop. 
This was a wooden hut (10). 
 

 
 

1928 Advertisement (10) 

 
Tillotson’s Bolton Directory of 1932 recorded Crofton Footitt as a fried fish dealer in 
Blackburn Road, Edgworth, near to John Holden, grocer. His home address was 27, Bury 
Road, Edgworth (9). 
 
Arthur Fairhurst recalled the shop:   
 

“As lads of fourteen or fifteen we would go to Footitt’s, where two wooden tables 
and forms were provided in a section of the hut and there we would enjoy fish at 
threepence, chips at twopence and a drink of pop for a penny.  This treat included 
cutlery, plates and a glass for the drink. And, of course we made it last as long as 
possible” (10). 

 
By 1939 Crofton had left his Fish and Chip business, he and his family had moved to 3, Rigby 
Lane, Bradshaw and he was a clerical worker in the printing industry (18). 
 



Jane Footitt died in 1958, aged 74 (3). Crofton Footitt died in 1969; aged 71, his death was 
registered in Bolton (3). 

 
Family History 
 
Crofton’s father was Harry Footitt born in Derbyshire in 1868. His mother was Amy, nee 
Harrington, born around 1875 in Congleton, Cheshire. The couple’s marriage was registered 
in 1897 at Bakewell, Derbyshire. They were evidently in the Wakefield area the following 
year for the birth of their son. 
 
In 1901 (1) Harry and Amy were living at The Cottage, Entwistle. They were working as 
servants for Robert Heywood, a cotton bleacher and employer. There would be no place for 
a young child while working in service but they were near to their son and Amy’s parents.  
By 1911 (1), Harry, now known as Henry, and Amy, had left Entwistle and moved to Fulshaw 
Hall, Wimslow, Cheshire. Here they were employed by Sir Harold Elverston, a newspaper 
proprietor and Member of Parliament for Gatehead. Henry was the butler and Amy, the 
cook. This was a household with a staff of seven. 
 
In 1914, an appeal was made to the general population to provide supplies for the under 
equipped British soldiers. A huge response was forthcoming but it was badly organised and 
resulted in wasted time, money and labour. Harold Elverston challenged the Home 
Secretary in the House of Commons, 12 November 1914; he felt the nation should not be 
left to voluntarily provide necessary equipment for the war effort but that instead, the 
public should supply the men at the front with luxuries (17). 
 
Henry and Amy Footitt returned to Edgworth and he was recorded as head of the household 
living at 3, Horrocks Fold, Edgworth in 1932 (9). They had moved to Crofton’s old house, 27, 
Bury Road by 1939, Harry was a retired butler and Amy, a retired housekeeper(18).  He died 
28 March 1950, aged 82, at 27, Bury Road, Edgworth (4).  
  

 
 
 Amy Footitt died in 1954; aged 79, her death was registered in Farnworth, Lancashire (3). 
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