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(30) 
 

Ernest Greenhalgh was born in Edgworth in 1899. His father, John, also an Edgworth man, 
was born in 1874 and worked as a cloth examiner.  His mother Alice was born in 1876 in 
Tockholes, Lancashire (1).   
 
A picture of Ernest in army uniform appears in the booklet ‘Reminiscences of the Lancashire 
Village of Edgworth in the 1920s and 1930s’ by Arthur Fairhurst, with the caption ‘Ernest 
Greenhalgh, Organist at the Methodist Church in the 1930s. (10) 
 

 



 
 

War Record  
 

Ernest served with the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment Territorials, as the badge on his 
uniform confirms.   Unfortunately no further military details have been found. (2) 

 

The Territorials 

The Territorial Force (TF) was the Volunteer Reserve component of the British Army in 
existence from 1908 until 1920, when it was reformed and renamed the Territorial Army 
which continues to the present day. It was initially created by Joseph Lyons, who also co-
founded the chain of cafes known as the Lyons Corner Houses. (16) (17)     

The TF was envisaged as a home defence force for service during wartime; units were liable 
to serve anywhere within the UK but could not be compelled to serve outside the country. 
However, any member or unit of the force could volunteer for overseas service (16) 

 
Family History 
 

1911 Census – Greenhalgh Family living at 337 Bury Road, Edgworth (1) 
 
John Greenhalgh (Father)   aged 37 
Alice (Mother)     aged 35 
Ernest, Son     aged 12 
 
Parents John and Alice are buried in grave 262 in Edgworth Congregational Churchyard.  
Also in the grave is 5 year old Laura who died 18.12.1907 (12).  No marriage or death records 
for Ernest have been found. 
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