
The Greenwood Family 
(William, Jack, Richard, Robert, Tom) 

 

 
 

 
Fine Record for Turton Family 

 
A fine record is held by Mr and Mrs Greenwood, of Stone Mill Cottages, Turton, who can 
proudly point to five soldier sons and a son-in-law, all joined since the war.  Of these the 
eldest is John, who is married and has four children.  His home is in Middleton and he is 
with the 24th Manchesters at Llanfairfechan.  Richard, the second son, is with the Loyal 
North Lancashires at Felixstowe.  He is also married and has two children.  His home is in 
Edgworth.  Robert is with the 10th Battalion Loyal North Lancashires at Andover.  The 
other two sons, William and Tom are in France with the 2/5th and 1/5th respectively.  
Tom, who is barely 18 years old, has been in the firing line on and off since Colonel 
Hesketh’s men crossed over.  At the present moment he is on a machine gun in the 
trenches.  William is at the base at Rouen, ready for the front at any moment.  There is 
still a younger son at home, Andrew, and it is safe to say he would be No. 6 if age were no 
bar.  The son-in-law is Prince Garfield Railton, whose father was a soldier and received 
wounds in the Boer War of 1881.  He receives his name from President Garfield.  He has a 
brother in the service in Sicily, and has lost one on a mine-sweeper.  He is with the 
Lancashire Fusiliers at Hull.  Mrs. Greenwood has had 18 children, the five next to the 
youngest being in the Army.  All the lads left nice positions, two being spinners and one a 
weaver.  Mr and Mrs. Greenwood have been married 36 years, Mrs Greenwood being 
born and bred in Turton.  Lord Derby has sent his congratulations to them “on the great 
patriotism of their family”.  (Bolton Journal and Guardian, Friday, July 16, 1915)(16) 

 
 
 

  



The Greenwood family in Edgworth 
 
In 1911 the family are living at 20 Bolton Road, (they were at the same address in 1901).  
Since the 1901 census, John and Sarah have married and left home.  James, who was living 
elsewhere in 1901, has returned. (1) 
 
Head    Richard Greenwood  aged 55, Stonemason   born in Wigan 
Wife     Mary Ann Greenwood aged 52    born in Edgworth 
  JAMES Greenwood  aged 33, calico print labourer  born in Edgworth 
  RICHARD Greenwood aged 26, minder in factory  born in Edgworth 
  WILLIAM Greenwood aged 22, calico print labourer  born in Bradshaw 
  ROBERT Greenwood  aged 18, piecer in factory  born in Bradshaw 
  THOMAS Greenwood aged 15, piecer in factory  born in Bradshaw 
  ANDREW Greenwood aged 13, schoolboy   born in Bradshaw 
  Betsy Anne Greenwood aged 10, schoolgirl   born in Edgworth 
  Lily Bell Greenwood  aged 9     born in Edgworth 
  Mary Greenwood  aged 7     born in Edgworth 
 
 
By 1915 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Greenwood were said to have been married for 36 years 
according to a Bolton Journal & Guardian newspaper report dated 16th July, 1915.  They had 
a total of 18 children.  Six sons, plus a son-in-law, Prince Garfield Railton who married Sarah 
Alice Greenwood in 1906, all fought in WW1. (16) (3) Two sons and Prince Railton were killed. 
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John (Jack) Greenwood 
Born - 1882  

   
      (16) 

 
War Record (2) 
 
John enlisted at Oldham on 16th November, 1914 with the 24th Manchester Regiment, 
number 14242. 
 
He was a Private initially then was appointed Lance Corporal in late 1916.  His description on 
enlistment says he was 5’4½” tall and weighed 121 lbs with a chest expansion of 36½”- 40” 
and had brown eyes and dark brown hair. 
 
He was based in Chadderton 1.11.1914, then Llanfairechan 8.3.1915, then Grantham, 
8.3.1915, followed by Larkhill on 12.9,1915 until he was posted to France with the British 
Expeditionary Force on 8th November, 1915 where he stayed until 12th February, 1919. 
 
His Service record shows 5 misdemeanours, it looks like he had a problem getting into the 
strict routine of army life as all the offences were in the first few months.   
 

15.06.15 Overstaying pass 
16.08.15 Refusing to obey an officer 
16.09.15 Inattention on parade 
19.11.15 Disobeying an officer 
15.12.15 Dirty on Parade 
 

After that there seem to have been no further incidents and he did get promoted to Lance 
Corporal. 
 
He was hospitalized on 2 occasions during this early period: 
 

 19.06.1915 when he was in Bolton Park, Grantham for 15 days suffering from 
measles. 



 24.09.1915 when he was in the Military Hospital, Burford for 6 days suffering from 
scabies. 

 
In August, 1919, after demobilisation he was awarded a pension of £1. 8s. 0d.  He received 
the British War Medal, Victory Medal and 1914-15 star. 
 

 
Jack’s Family History 
 

1911 Census – family living at 14 Palm Street, Middleton (1) 

 
John (Jack), a cotton mill spinner, married Eliza Mary Powis at St. James’s, Turton on 26th 
August, 1905.  They went on to have 4 children (3) 

 
Annie  born 13th December, 1905,  in Turton 
Harry   born 17th May, 1910   in Oldham 
Sarah Alice  born 16th August, 1913  in Oldham 
Jane  born 11th February, 1915  in Middleton 
 

 
Unfortunately, the youngest, Jane died from acute laryngitis the day after her second 
birthday and John received a bill for 9s. 7d. to pay for her Death Certificate according to his 
Service Record. (2) 

 

By 1919, the family were living at 14 Chapel Street, Bolton. (2) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Richard Greenwood 

Born 1885  
 

 
        (16) 

 
 
War Record 
 
No Service Record has been found for Richard Greenwood, but the Bolton Journal & 
Guardian reported on 16th July, 1915 that Richard served with The Loyal North Lancashire 
Regiment, based at Felixstowe. (16) 
 
 
Family History 
 
Richard, a minder in a factory (1), married Bradshaw born Emily Ellen Fletcher on 1st January, 
1912.(17)   There were 2 children by  the time of the newspaper article on 16th July, 1915 and 
the family were living in Edgworth. (16). 
 
Emily Ellen’s parents, James and Elizabeth Ann Fletcher were proprietors of the Bulls Head 
Hotel, Bradshaw Road, Turton on the 1911 Census and Emily Ann worked as an assistant 
there. (18) 
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William N. Greenwood 
1889 – 1917 

 

 
(22) 

  
 
William, a calico printer’s labourer, was born in Bradshaw, Bolton. (1) 

 
War Record(2) 

 
William served with 2/5th battalion of HOME Service Btn. Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, 
number 241017.  He enlisted as a private at Fulwood Barracks on 19. 10. 1914 when his 
address was 4 Vale Mill Cottages. He was said to be 5’6” tall with chest measurement 35”-
37½”.  He was single; his next of kin was his mother, Mary Ann Greenwood, of 3 Stone Mill 
Cottages, Edgworth 
 
He was based at Rosen before being posted to the front line. He served in France with the 
Expeditionary Force from 27th June 1915 till 2nd December, 1917 
 
His records say he was of good character and was promoted twice.  
 

1.  9th February, 1917 -  Acting Corporal 
2.  7th August, 1917 -  Corporal 

 



It was reported that he was killed in Action on 30th November, 1917 then later amended to 
2nd December, 1917.  He sustained gunshot wounds to the abdomen and is buried in 
Hennechy Cemetery, grave reference 11.C.33(15) 

 
He is remembered on St. Anne’s War Memorial(17) and also on the 5th Loyal North Lancashire 
(Territorials) Memorial in Queen’s Park, Bolton(20)  He was awarded British War, Victory 
medal and 1914-15 Star (awarded for service in a Theatre of War before 31st December 
1915).(2) 
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Robert Greenwood, MM 

(1893 –1918) 
 

 
                 (16) 

 
Robert, a piecer in a factory, was born in Bradshaw, Bolton. (1) 

 
War Record (2) 
 
Robert Greenwood enlisted as a private with the 10th Battalion, Loyal North Lancashire 
Regiment, No: 17604.   
 
He was awarded the British War, Victory and 1915 Star on 31st July, 1915 {Theatre of War 
(1) France}.   
 
Later he was awarded the Military Medal.  The Military Medal entitled Robert Greenwood 
to add the letters MM after his name. Conferment of the medal was announced in the 
London Gazette. 
 
On 25th June, 1916 – Robert was hospitalised for 7 days suffering from Trench Fever.   
 
He was apparently killed in action on 13th July, 1918 and is remembered with Honour at 
Tincourt New British Cemetery (15) and also on St. Anne’s, Turton War Memorial.   
 
However an item from Red Cross records relating to German Prisoners of War (23) shows that 
Robert Greenwood, from Bolton, 17604, 10th Battalion, Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, B 
Company, was captured on 13th July 1918 at Tincourt, which at the time was occupied by 
the Germans. (15)  He died in a German military hospital and was buried along with nine 
other British soldiers.  His body was subsequently exhumed for burial at Tincourt New 
Cemetery. (15) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A report in the Bolton Journal of 17th January 1919 relates 
information about returning prisoners of war and R. 
Greenwood is listed as “not yet having reached 
Edgworth”.(19)  If this refers to Robert Greenwood, as 
seems most likely, his family must have known that he 
had been taken prisoner, but not known that he had died 
and they were expecting him to return.   
 
 
There is no other R. Greenwood listed in the Red Cross 
records as a prisoner of war and no other R. Greenwood 
in the records, other than his brother, Richard. 
 
 



 
(19)   

 
Grave reference:  1X E 6(15) 
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Thomas (Tom) Greenwood 
Born 1895  

 
                  (16) 

War Record(2) 

 
Tom served with 1/5th Battalion of the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment.  He was on a 
machine gun in the trenches and was awarded the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.   
No service record or personal record has been found for Tom, but this information was 
taken from the article in the Bolton Journal & Guardian article about the whole Greenwood 
family, dated Friday, 16th July, 1915. (16)  Tommy was a good friend of Billy Beckett and was 
mentioned several times in Billy’s  letters home. (see separate biography).  He was with Billy 
on basic training in Sevenoaks and with him in France and Belgium throughout the war. 
 

Andrew Greenwood 
Born 1898(1) 

 
No service record exists for Andrew, but a comment in the obituary for Prince Garfield 
Railton (his brother-in-law) confirms that “Mrs Railton has six brothers in the army” (21) so 
presumably it was Andrew who joined up, rather than his older brother James. 

 
Research:   Irene Spencer, Linda Spencer, Sandra Glancy   

Standard References: 1, 2, 3, 15 

16.  Bolton Journal & Guardian (16.07.1915) 
17.  www.familysearch.org 
18.  www.findmypast.co.uk 
19 Bolton Journal & Guardian – 17.01.19 
20 www.boltonremembers.org  
21 Bolton Journal & Guardian– 4th May 1917 
22 Bolton Journal & Guardian 
23        http://grandeguerre.icrc.org/en/List/603882/1872/35500/ 
24 P Harwood collection – publisher unknown 

http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
http://grandeguerre.icrc.org/en/List/603882/1872/35500/

