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Ernest Grime was born on 14 February 1897 in Darwen. He was the son of James Henry 
Grime and his wife, Ann Grime (nee Ainsworth).(1) The family are recorded in the 1911 
Census as living at 15 School View, Edgworth, with Ernest, aged 14, working at Know Mill as 
a ‘Bleach Croft’ labourer. After his mother’s death in 1914 and father’s remarriage, they 
moved to 9 Hollybank, Entwistle and Ernest became engaged to Lillian Ashworth. 
(1)(3)(5)(17) Ernest enlisted at Darwen in March 1915 aged 18. He served in the 149th 
(County Palatine) Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, and took part in the Battle of the Somme in 
1916.(17) Although he survived this and other battles sadly he sustained serious injuries 
later in the war and died of wounds on 9 October 1918 aged 21.(15) He is commemorated 
on the War Memorial in St Anne’s Church, Turton. 
 

War Record 
 
No service record was found for Ernest, but his Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
Certificate states that he died on 9th October 1918 whilst serving as a Signaller with “D” 
Battery, 149th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery and is buried at La Laiterie Military Cemetery, 
Belgium, grave reference XII.C.2. (15) His service number was L/8911.  



 
 

His Medal Roll Card shows that he was awarded the Victory, British War and 1914-15 Star 
Medals and that he served in France. The 1914-15 Star was awarded to men who had seen 
active service in France before 31st December 1915.  Ernest “qualified” on 28th November 
1915.(2) 
 
Other records and family information indicate that Ernest enlisted at Darwen in March 
1915, aged just 18.(16) He joined the 149th (County Palatine) Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, 
which was attached to the 30th Division.  It is thought that he sailed from Southampton to Le 
Havre in November of that year on board the “Huanchaco”.(17)  His date of disembarkation 
is given as 28th November 1915 and, at this point, he is listed as a Driver.(2)   
 
The 30th Division took part in phases of the Battle of the Somme in 1916 and Ernest’s 
Brigade formed part of the artillery bombardment on the German lines running up to 1st July 
1916. (17) The Division was also involved in many of the other major battles in Arras and 
Ypres. Ernest survived these battles but was seriously wounded in October 1918, only weeks 
before the Armistice, when a gas shell exploded at the entrance of his dugout, very close to 
where he was. Tragically he died of his wounds on 9 October 1918, aged 21, whilst he was 
being brought back along the evacuation line, possibly heading for Lijssenthoek Military 
Hospital. (2)(17) 
 

Royal Field Artillery 
 
The Royal Field Artillery (RFA) in World War 1 was part of the Royal Regiment of Artillery, 
alongside the Royal Horse Artillery and the Royal Garrison Artillery, all of which provided 
artillery support for the Army. It came into being in 1899 when the Royal Artillery was 
divided into the 3 different sections but was re-amalgamated into the Royal Artillery in 
1924. (19) 
 
The RFA was the largest arm of the artillery, horse-drawn, and responsible for the medium 
calibre guns and howitzers deployed close to the front line. It was reasonably mobile and 
organised into brigades and batteries. Later in the war, as trench warfare conditions on the 
western front dictated changes in approach, infantry regiments assumed responsibility for 
light mortars with the RFA providing manpower for heavier mortars. 
 
RFA Brigades were initially attached to Divisions and known as Divisional Artillery. In 
Ernest’s case this was the 30th Division. However, in early 1917 changes in command and 
organisational structure meant many RFA Brigades were detached from Divisions and placed 
under orders of higher formations. From this point they were known as Army Brigades.  
 
The 149th Brigade (Howitzer) with which Ernest was fighting when he was killed in 1918 was 
also known as the New Army CXLIX (County Palatine) Brigade. It was formed in 1915 and, 
after training at a local level, joined the 30th Division at Grantham by August 1915. At that 
stage it comprised A, B, C and D Batteries, each with four 18-pounder field guns. However, 
there were many changes over the following months; the number of guns was increased 
and batteries were swapped around amongst different brigades. As a result it is very 
difficult to determine Ernest’s exact movements within the Brigade or pinpoint exactly 
where he fought at different stages of the war.(19) 



 
 

The British 30th Division was a division of Kitchener’s New Army which was originally made 
up of battalions raised by public subscription or private patronage. The Earl of Derby (Lord 
Stanley) had been the driving force behind the raising of many of the units in the 30th, some 
of which were PALS units from the Lancashire towns and cities. In recognition his family 
crest was used as the basis for the Divisional symbol. However, here the eagle looks down 
on a cap rather than on a swaddled child as in the Stanley crest. (20) 
 
After training at Grantham and on Salisbury Plain, where severe shortages of arms, 
ammunition and equipment hindered progress, the Division sailed to Le Havre and Boulogne 
in early November 1915 and all units concentrated near Amiens. The 30th Division 
subsequently served on the Western Front for the duration of the war. In 1916 it took part 
in phases of the Battle of the Somme (Battles of Albert and Transloy Ridges). In 1917 it 
participated in the pursuit of the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line, phases of the 
Arras Offensive (first and second Battles of the Scarpe) and the Battle of Pilkem Ridge. In 
1918 it was involved in the Battles of St Quentin and Rosieres, the Somme Crossing actions 
of March 1918, phases of the Battles of the Lys in April 1918 (first and second Battles of 
Kemmel Ridge and the Battle of Scherpenberg) and from then on actions which were part of 
the Advance and Final Advance in Flanders, including the capture of Neuve Eglise and 
Wulverghem in September 1918, and the Battles of Ypres and Courtrai in October 1918.(20)  
The 30th Division lost a total of 35,182 men killed, wounded or missing during World War 1 
(20) Sadly Ernest was one of those killed. It is a tragic irony that having survived for so long 
and seen so much fighting, Ernest was to lose his life just weeks before the end. 
 

Family History 
 
Ernest was born in Darwen on 14 February 1897 and baptised at Holy Trinity Church, 
Darwen (now St Peter’s) on 14th April 1897. (21) He was the son of James Henry Grime, a 
joiner, who had been born in Darwen in about 1872, and his wife, Ann Grime. She was a 
weaver, the daughter of William Ainsworth, who was listed as a farmer or farrier, and had 
been born in Darwen in about 1865.(22) The couple had married on 13 December 1895 at 
Holy Trinity Church, Darwen, and lived at 23 Springfield Street, Darwen at the time of 
Ernest’s birth. He appears to have been their only child.  
 
Census and Lancashire BMD data indicate the following: 
 
Father:  James Henry Grime   b.abt 1872 Darwen m.1895 d.Edgworth 1935 
Mother: Ann Ainsworth  b.abt 1865 Darwen m.1895 d.Edgworth 1914 
Siblings: none 
 
Ernest and his parents are listed as living at 17 Hob Lane, Edgworth in the census of 1901 
and at 15 School View, Edgworth in the 1911 Census. Ernest’s father is described in both 
1901 and 1911 as a joiner/carpenter in a calico print works, and in 1911 Ernest himself, at 
the age of 14, is listed as working as a bleach croft labourer in a calico print works.(1) We 
know from other information that this was at Know Mill, Entwistle. (16)(24)(25). In 1911 
Ann’s nephew, John Ainsworth, aged 7, was also listed in the census as living with the 
family.(1)  
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Although Ernest himself was an only child he was part of a large extended family and had 
many Grime/Ainsworth relatives in the Darwen area and further afield. His paternal 
grandfather Henry Grime, who was born in Darwen in 1842 and also a joiner, was one of at 
least 8 children, 6 of whom survived infancy and Henry himself married 4 times and had at 
least 6 children of his own as well as several step-children. (21)(22) Ernest’s father, James 
Henry Grime, was the son of Henry’s second marriage in 1871 to Margaret Pickup from 
Entwistle.  She and Henry had 6 children and when she died in 1891 he married first, Nancy 
Whittaker in 1891, and then in 1894, Elizabeth Duxbury, nee Abbott. (22)(23) Winston 
Graham, the author (1908 – 2003), was a second cousin of Ernest, being the grandson of 
Henry Grime’s elder brother, Timothy. 
 
Ernest’s mother, Ann, died in August 1914 aged 48 when Ernest was 17 years old. She was 
buried in St Anne’s Turton on 14 August although it has not been possible to trace her 
grave.(8)  At this time the family were still living at 15 School View, Edgworth. The following 
year, 1915, Ernest’s father married Jane Ann Abbott at St Anne’s, Turton. (5)(8) 
 
By the time of Ernest’s death in 1918 his father and stepmother were living at 9 Holly Bank, 
Entwistle.(15)  There may have been children from Ernest’s father’s second marriage, but it 
has not been possible to verify this.  In the Directory of 1932 a “James H Grime, joiner”, is 
listed as living at 10 Hob Lane with “Albert Coupe, labourer”.(9)(11) James Henry Grime, 
Ernest’s father died in 1935. (5) 
 
We have very little information about the details of Ernest’s life and his interests. We know 
that he regularly worshipped at St James’ Mission Church in Edgworth and attended St 
James’ Sunday School and Hob Lane School. (16)(24)(25) The newspaper reports of his death 
state that “he and his parents are well known in Darwen”. (24)(25) There are some 
inconsistencies between the newspaper reports and other records where, for example, he is 
described as a “Gunner” rather than a “Signaller”, and the date of his death is given as the 
10th October 1918 rather than the 9th, but these are minor.  
 
From family information we know that at the time of his death Ernest was engaged to marry 
a Lillian Ashworth although we know little about her background or how they met. In 1923 
she, with her mother and sister, travelled to Belgium to visit his grave. This was quite 
unusual as the cost would have been high and beyond the means of many ordinary families. 
Charles William Lester, known as Billy, a member of the Imperial War Graves Commission 
staff, met them and showed them to the grave. He and Lillian married in 1927 and had a 
daughter. (17) 
 
Ernest is commemorated on the War Memorial in St Anne’s Church, Turton. 
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La Laiterie Military Cemetery 
 

The cemetery where Ernest is buried is between Ieper (Ypres) and Kemmel. It was designed 
by Sir Edwwin Lutyens and named after a dairy farm. It was used until October 1918 by units 
holding this sector of the front. The different plots were, to a great extent, treated as 
regimental burial grounds; the majority of the graves in Plots II, III and X, for instance, were 
those of the 26th, 25th and 24th Canadian Infantry Battalions, respectively, and all but one 
of the graves in Plot VIII are those of the 5th Northumberland Fusiliers. On 25 April 1918, 
the cemetery fell into German hands, but it was retaken at the beginning of September. 
After the Armistice, graves were brought into the cemetery from the battlefields north and 
north-east of Kemmel. 
 
There are 751 Commonwealth casualties of World War 1 buried or commemorated here. Of 
these, 547 are from the UK, 197 are from Canada and 7 from Australia. 180 of the burials 
are unidentified and special memorials commemorate two servicemen whose graves were 
destroyed in later fighting. (15)(26) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Part of a photograph which shows visitors at Ernest’s Grave in La Laiterie Military Cemetery, 
Belgium. It is not clear who the people are. It could be Ernest’s father and stepmother or the 
Ashworth party who visited in 1923. 
 
Photos : by permission of G. Elliot 
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