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War Record 
 
James Harling was born in Turton in 1892.(1). He enlisted on 3rd December 1915 with the 48th 
Training Reserve Battalion.  As a result of ill health he was transferred to the Royal Defence 
Corps until 4th October 1918 when he was discharged.    His regimental number was 69283. 
Enlistment papers state he was 5’7” tall; had brown hair, blue eyes and sallow complexion. 
 
He was hospitalized and diagnosed with “Tachicardia and Dysparia”, which led to his being 
discharged from the army. 
 



His condition was first diagnosed in 1913 in Turton and was described as ‘shortness of 
breath and puss in the front of the chest’, so his army days were spent in the UK. On 5th 
November 1917, he was posted for duty at Knockaloe Internment Camp, Isle of Man on 
Guard Duty with the Home Service.(2)  
 
 

Knockaloe Internment Camp, Isle of Man 
 
This camp was designed for 5000 people, but by the end of the War it held almost 24,000 
internees. The 22 acres was divided into 23 compounds, each with four camps made up of 
wooden huts. Each ran their own hospital, entertainment theatres, etc. Nearly 200 people 
died during their internment and were buried at Patrick Church close to the camp. The 
camps closed in 1919.  Many internees had served up to five years in the camp. After 
closure, the site was returned to its former state as a farm. Most of the internees were 
deported, even though many had settled in Britain before the War and some had families. In 
1962, most of the internees’ graves were re-interred at Cannock Chase in Britain. Two 
Jewish graves and several Turkish ones still remain in the churchyard at Patrick. 
 

  

Royal Defence Corps 
 
The Royal Defence Corps was a corps of the British Army formed in August 1917 and 
disbanded in 1936. 
 
It was initially formed by converting the (Home Service) Garrison battalions of line Infantry 
regiments. Garrison battalions were composed of soldiers either too old or medically unfit 
for active front-line service; the Home Service status indicated they were unable to be 
transferred overseas. Eighteen battalions were converted in this way.  
 
The role of the regiment was to provide troops for security and guard duties inside the 
United Kingdom guarding important locations such as ports or bridges. It also provided 
independent companies for guarding prisoner-of-war camps. The regiment was never 
intended to be employed on overseas service.(17) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Family History 
 
1911 Census - The Harling family living at 21 Sandy Bank Mount, Edgworth (1) 
 
Father:  James  45  born Chorley railway signalman 
Mother: Amelia  47  born Chorley 
 
  James  19 
  Elizabeth 17 
  Ellen  14 
  Isabella 12 
  Henry  9 
  Amelia  4 
  Robert  2 
 
 
James married Catherine Stuart Dunkerley (1893–1970) at Bolton Registry Office in 1916. (5) 
ref.RO185/7.  In James’ discharge papers a child, James, is mentioned (Dec. 1916).  (2) 

 
His sister Isabella (1899-1993) married John Coupe, who has been researched in this project.   
 
James died in Bolton Royal Infirmary on 3rd February, 1932.  (18)  He left his effects of 
£257.18s. 6d. to his widow Catherine.  The address at this time was 38 Vale Street, 
Edgworth.  (16) 
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Family tree showing the relationship between the Harling and Coupe families 

 


