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Herbert Haslam - War Record(2) 

 
Herbert enlisted in October 1914 and the medal roll tells us he was first sent to France on 1st 
August 1915. 
 
According to “Soldiers died in the Great War” Herbert died of wounds on 17th July 1916 
during the Battle of the Somme.  He was a private in the 8th Battalion, East Lancashire 
Regiment: service number 16499.  He had previously been in the Loyal North Lancashire 
Regiment with service number 17147. 
 
The War Diary of the 8th Battalion East Lancashire Regiment records an action on 15th July, 
the most likely date for Herbert to have been wounded.(2) 

 
“At 9.20 am after heavy bombardment of Pozieres for one hour, the Battalion led a 
Brigade attack on the village.  A & B Companies in the front line, C & D Companies in 
support. During the artillery barrage and machine gun fire the battalion was unable 
to achieve its objective but was joined by other units of the brigade and consolidated 
existing trenches to east and south east of Pozieres.  At 5.00 pm a further 
bombardment of Pozieres was carried out and the battalion with remainder brigades 
attempted another assault on Pozieres at 6.00 – 8.00 pm.  This assault was again 
held up by machine guns and the wire not being cut in the hedges surrounding the 
village.  The battalion handed over the trenches to the 10th Battalion Loyal North 
Lancashire Regiment at 2.30 am and proceeded to trenches in close support.  
Casualties:  Officers:   killed 1, wounded 8.  Other ranks:  killed 56, wounded 276, 
missing 33.” 
 

After this, the Battalion retired from the front line for a few days. 
 
Herbert received the 1914-15 Star, Victory and British Medals.  The 1914-15 Star was 
awarded to men who had seen action before the 31st December 1915 and therefore could 
only be awarded to volunteers; not conscripts. 
 
The UK Register of Soldiers’ Effects (2) records that Herbert’s father, George, received £1 9s 
5d on his death on 11th November 1916.  His mother, Alice, was paid an £8 War Gratuity on 
26th September 1919.  She is noted as the Sole Legatee. 
 
George was buried at Heilly Station Cemetery.  This was the site of a Casualty Clearing 
Station which is likely to have been where Herbert died: 
 

“The 36th Casualty Clearing Station was at Heilly from April 1916. It was joined in 
May by the 38th, and in July by the 2/2nd London”(15) 

 
“The Casualty Clearing Stations were set up on open ground, using tents to 
accommodate the wounded. Operating theatres and wards for serious cases were 
housed in huts with operations being carried out under electric light provided by 
portable generators.  



A typical CCS would have an establishment of six medical officers, which included 
one surgical specialist, and approximately seven nursing sisters. Numbers varied 
according to need, and increased in times of heavy fighting. It was essential that 
CCSs were located in an area of good communications, near to railway stations,”(17) 

 

 
 
 

“Wounded British troops outside a casualty clearing station at Heilly September 1916.” 
© IWM (Q 1255).  Notice the train in the background. 

http://media.iwm.org.uk/iwm/mediaLib/228/media-228353/preview.jpg 
 
The cemetery is in the area where the hospital was located, 15km behind the front line and 
very close to a train junction at Heilly Station, where men were brought from the front.   

 
“The burials in this cemetery were carried out under extreme pressure and many 
of the graves are either too close together to be marked individually, or they 
contain multiple burials. Some headstones carry as many as three sets of casualty 
details”(15) 

 
Herbert was buried in these circumstances and his headstone records the name of one 
other man.  He is also remembered on the war memorial at St. Anne’s, Turton. 
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Heilly Station Cemetery(18) 

 
George Haslam 
 
The Bolton Journal press cutting states that two other sons were in the forces.  There is a 
full service record for the youngest son, George: (2) 

 
George must have been the one who was “in training” according to the Bolton Journal 
article.    He signed up on 5th June 1916, six weeks before the death of his brother.  He was 
18, living at 13 Tower Street and his occupation was Dyer.  He was exceptionally tall at 6 
foot.  He went into the Royal Garrison Artillery, service number 164986.   
The Royal Garrison Artillery worked with the large guns which were in fixed locations; not as 
mobile as the smaller guns used by the Royal Field Artillery.  He survived the war and 
received the British and Victory Medals.    
 
He left Southampton on 14th September 1917 for Le Havre and then embarked from 
Marseilles on 22nd September 1917 for Alexandria.  He spent time in Palestine, Syria and 
Egypt. 
 
George suffered from an abscess on his appendix and his mother received a telegram on 
18th August 1919, informing her that her son was “dangerously ill” in hospital in Alexandria. 
 
His mother wrote asking for “information about her son”.  The reply on 28th August 1919 
was, “No further news had been received”.  By 5th September 1919, the news from a 
hospital in Alexandria, was that he was “much improved”.  She finally received a telegram 
on 14th October to tell her that he was out of danger - A long period of anxiety. 
 



After the war George made a claim for Disability Allowance and stated that his appendicitis 
had started on 8th August whilst playing football (on duty!).  The opinion of the medical 
examiner was that this was not due to his army service, but he was awarded 8 shillings per 
week from 11th February 1920 until further notice. 
 

Family History 
 
Herbert and George came from a large family of four girls and four boys.  In 1901 they were 
living at 18 Tower Street, Chapeltown, but by 1911 had moved to 13 Tower Street. 
 
George and Alice (nee Haworth) had been married for 22 years (1888) and had 8 children, of 
whom none had died.  All the family gave Turton as their birthplace, apart from George who 
was born in Bolton.(1), (3)  In 1911: 
 

George   44   Cotton Spinner 
Alice   45 
Gertrude  22   Crofter, Calico Bleach Works 
James Henry  18   Cotton Piecer 
Fred   16    “ 
Herbert  16    “ 
George   13   Crofter 
Margaret Alice 10 
Elizabeth J   8 
Martha   7 

 
 
“A Piecer mends broken threads during spinning.  Often called a “little piecer” because they 
started young.  Usually employed by the spinner, rather than directly by the mill owners. A 
spinner would often employ their own children, thus keeping the money in the family.”(18) 

 
A Crofter works on a Bleaching or Dyeing Croft.  “A croft is a piece of land where Bleaching 
or Dyeing is carried out. After processing, the cloth would be stretched and allowed to dry in 
the open air. When the air became more polluted, these trades had to move indoors”.(18) 

 
Herbert was born in Q1 of 1895, as was Fred, so they were twins.(3) The brother mentioned 
in the press cutting was most likely Fred who enlisted in the 3rd East Lancashire Brigade of 
the Royal Field Artillery in May 1915.(19)   
 

Research:   Linda Spencer, Lesley Westhead 
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Grave Reference:  II. D. 37.
(15) 

 


