
Jonah Haslam 
(1880 – 1949) 

 
 
When Jonah was recruited, he was living at 285 Bolton Road, aged 35, a Master Painter and 
obviously very proud of the fact, as his recruitment record is amended to show that he was 
not just an ordinary painter.    He signed up on 3 December 1915 (2).  At that time 172 men 
from the village took the oath over two nights (16).  A copy of the recruitment record exists 
showing his signature (2).  He was number 228379 and became a private in the Royal 
Engineers.  His rank was also listed as “Pioneer”. 
 
 

Work References survive that were written in 1916: 
 
A letter from Brooks Brothers, manufacturers of Turkish Towels, of Victoria Mills, Turton, 
Dated:  December 11th, 1916 
 
“We wish to testify that Jonah Haslam has carried out work as Master Painter here for the 
past ten years. We have always found him honest, diligent and thoroughly efficient in 
everything he has done.” 
 

A memo from Malcolm Keith, Estate and Property Agent, Beech House, Edgworth – 
December 9th, 1916: 
 
“The bearer, Jonah Haslam, having joined the colours to support our cause, it gives me 
much pleasure to recommend him to your notice as a Master Painter who has done 
decorative work for me on several occasions with entire satisfaction.  He has an obliging, 
courteous and civil disposition and if required to do any work in this department it would 
be most satisfactorily performed and I should be pleased to hear that he has been of some 
service in support of our country’s cause.”   
 
I beg to remain in full sympathy with our cause. 
 
M. Keith, Overseer, Guardian and Councillor for Edgworth (2) 

 
 
Jonah was mobilised on 12th December 1916, posted on 20th January 1917 and was part of 
the British Expeditionary Force to France, embarking on 10th February 1917 (2).  He was with 
the 307th Royal Corps of Engineers and was engaged in road construction (7).  It is interesting 
to note that his father was a roadworker for Bolton Corporation.   
 
The RE's maintained the railways, roads, water supply, bridges and transport - allowing 
supplies to the armies. They operated the railways and inland waterways, maintained 
wireless, telephones and other signalling equipment, making sure communications existed. 



The Royal Engineers grew into a large and complex organisation, by the 1 August 1914, the 
RE consisted of 1056 officers and 10394 men of the regular army and Special Reserve, plus 
another 513 and 13127 respectively serving with the RE of the Territorial Force (7). 
 
Jonah survived the war and there is a J Haslam listed on the Entwistle Methodist Roll of 
Honour as having “served”.  However, there were several J Haslams in the village at that 
time.  Jonah was awarded the Victory medal and the British medal (2). 

He was admitted to hospital on 17th September 1917 and left on 2nd October, possibly 
having suffered an impacted fracture.  It appears that he could then have been sent home.  
However, he could not have been seriously injured as he was discharged on 8th March 1919 
with no disabilities and went back to live at 285 Bolton Road. (2) 
 

The Haslam Family in Edgworth 

1901 Census (1) 
 
The 1901 Census shows the family living at 451 Blackburn Road.  They were all born in 
Entwistle, apart from the father who was born in Darwen. (1) 
 
John Haslam   Father  54  Road Labourer Bolton  
        Corporation   
Phoebe Haslam  Mother 54      
Sarah    daughter 30  dressmaker 
William   Son  29  out of work   
Esther    daughter 27  cotton weaver  
Maria    daughter 25  “    
Mary    daughter 23  “     
Jonah    son  21  Calico dyer   
Frances   daughter 19  Cotton weaver 
James    son  12  Schoolboy    
 
In 1909 Jonah is shown as being a member of the Billiards Club at The Barlow. 
 

 
1911 Census (1) 
 
The 1911 census shows four children still living at 451 Blackburn Road: 
 
Sarah Jane (40) and Maria Kate (35).  It appears that neither married as they both appear as 
“single” rather than as widows.  Only Maria is working, still as a cotton weaver. 
 
Jonah Haslam is 31, single and a house painter.  His younger brother is still at home, James 
(22) and he is a mechanic at the Calico Print Works.  James eventually married Edith and 
died on 19th June 1961 (17).  



According to The Sharples family tree (www.ancestry.co.uk), James became a pianist who 
knew and competed against Kathleen Ferrier when she was younger. 
 
The oldest brother William appears on the 1911 Census living at 179 Bolton Road and was 
the Chapel Keeper at the Wesleyan Methodist Church.  He was 39 at that time.  He was 
married to Ethel and had a daughter Nesta (3).   There is no record of William joining up, so 
perhaps he was lucky and avoided the war. 
 
The 1911 census shows that Phoebe had 9 children, of which 8 survived. 
 
 

Jonah’s Marriage 
 
Jonah married Elizabeth Alice Spencer on 24th July 1915 (2) at the Wesleyan Church where 
his brother was Chapel Keeper.  She was born on 21st January 1884 and lived at 10 Martin 
Street.  Her occupation was a Towel Weaver (1)(3), so it would seem they met when he was 
working at Victoria Mill.   She died in 1973 aged 89 (3). 
 
They had a child, Sarah, who was born on 23rd May 1916 (2)(3). Sarah married Albert Fairhurst 
in 1942 (3)(17). 
 
Jonah died on 19th February 1949, still living at 285 Heap Terrace, Bolton Road, leaving 
effects of £913 6s (4).  
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