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Albert Haydock was born in Edgworth in 1897, the only child of Samuel Haydock, a cotton 
spinner(1). The family lived at 14 Martin Street, Edgworth. Albert attended St. Anne’s 
Primary School then the Bolton Church Institute School (forerunner of Canon Slade). At his 
secondary school he proved to be an accomplished sportsman representing the school at 
football, cricket and athletics. He was also quite a scholar achieving a scholarship and 
winning prizes for Maths and Languages. Upon leaving school he worked as an engineer at 
Westinghouse in Manchester and as a clerk(16). 
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War Record 
 
He joined the 2/5th Territorial Battalion of the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment in October 
1914, when it appears he was less than honest about his age. He subsequently transferred 
to the Royal Engineers where he served as a Sapper until he was discharged in 1919 (2). 

 
Albert joined the Territorial Force of the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment on 19 October 
1914 stating he was aged 18 years and 60 days. Other records such as the 1911 Census and 
his later Army files suggest he was actually born in 1897 so was only 16 at the time. He was 
a private with the Regimental number 2942.(2)  Territorial troops were not obliged to serve 
overseas, but when they agreed to this they signed the “Imperial Service Obligation”.  They 
were then issued with a special badge, known as the "Imperial Service Brooch", to be worn 
on their right breast.(18)  We can see Albert is wearing this badge over his right pocket. 
 
He transferred to the 2/5th Battalion in February 1915 still as a private with Regimental 
number 241040 then in 1918 he transferred to The Royal Engineers as a Sapper in a Field 
Survey Unit where his Regimental number was 429765. 
 
He saw service in England until February 1917 when he was shipped to Le Havre. The 
records are not clear but it seems he was attached to various Field Service Companies in 
France during 1917 and 1918. He probably spent most of his time in the Ypres Front. In a 
letter from Billy Beckett (who was also an Edgworth resident) to his parents he says: 
 
“yesterday I heard somebody was inquiring for me and I looked round and saw Albert 
Haydock.  He looks in the pink of condition but then he ought to – he is on the staff. (17)” 



 
 

   

He was discharged from the Army at Heaton Park in April 1919 having spent 2 years and 2 
months overseas. His character was classified as “very good” and was awarded The British 
War and Victory Medals. 
 

The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment - 2/5th Battalion 

 
The 2/5th Battalion was formed at Bolton in October 1915. It subsequently moved to 

Ashford, then Aldershot and later Blackdown. In February 1917 it was mobilised for war and 

landed at Le Havre and engaged in various actions on the Western Front including The 

Second Battle of Passchendale.  In February 1918 it became the Pioneer Battalion of the 

57th Division and engaged in various actions on the Western Front including The Battles of 

the Lys, The Battle of the Scarpe, The Battle of the Drocourt-Queant Line, The Battle of the 

Canal du Nord, The Battle of the Cambrai, The Occupation of Lille and the general final 

advance in Artois. It ended the war in Tournai, Belgium (7) 

 

Royal Engineers -Field Survey Units 

 

Royal Engineers served in all the theatres of war, with Field Survey Units providing detailed 
knowledge of the terrain. This became vitally important when the artillery lost the ability to 
fire at targets which it could see (7).    
 

Family History 
 
Albert was the only child of Samuel and Mary Haydock who lived at 14 Martin Street, 
Edgworth. Samuel was a cotton spinner and the family had lived at this address for at least 
ten years (1)                                                                                                                                  .    
 
  Father:  Samuel Haydock b. 1866 Turton  

Mother: Mary Haydock  b. 1867 Hinton, Somersetshire 
 
Albert’s cousin, Richard, also served in the Army (please see separate biography). The 1881 
and 1891 Censuses showed that Samuel lived with his parents at 64 High Street, 
Chapeltown. Mary (nee Whitaker) lived with her parents and siblings at 41 Bolton Road, 
Edgworth. She and Samuel were married in 1895 in Bolton. 
 
Albert died in Blackburn in March 1930. 
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