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Family History(1) 

 
Samuel and John were the sons of John and Sarah Hayward.  In 1881 John, the father, was 
17 and living on a farm in Shropshire with other Agricultural Labourers, one of them a 14 
year old Thomas Hayward (probably his brother) and another man with the splendid name 
of Thomas Belch.  By 1901 the family were living at Round Barn and by 1911 they had 
moved to 18 Railway Terrace, Entwistle.   
 
John   43  Signalman     b:  Wellington, Shropshire 
Sarah Jane  47      b:  St. Bees, Cumberland 
Samuel Graham 19  Calico Print Works  b: Entwistle 
John   17  Calico Print Works  b: Entwistle 
Harold   13  Calico Print Works  b: Entwistle 
Ellen    8      b: Entwistle 
 
 

Samuel Hayward 
 
Samuel was in the 9th Battalion, Loyal North Lancashire Regiment (service No:  16017)(2)  He 
attested at Bolton in September 1914  at the age of 22 and stated that he had previously 
been in the 5th Battalion, Loyal North Lancashire Regiment – the Territorials.  His occupation 
was Colour Mixer at the Calico Print Works (Know Mill) and he was 5 foot 6 inches tall, 
weighing 124 lbs, with a fresh complexion, brown hair and brown eyes.(2) 

 
He went to France on 24th September, 1915 and in July 1916 sustained a Gun Shot Wound 
to his right hand.  In late July he was transferred to the hospital at Etaples.  He went back to 
his Battalion on Christmas day 1916.  In July 1917, he had 10 days leave in England.(2) 

 
“Pte. Samuel G Hayward, LNL Regiment, whose parents live at 18 Railway Terrace, 
Entwistle died from wounds in a field ambulance.  Aged 26, he was, before joining the 
army, employed at the Know Mill print works.  His brother, Jack, was drowned when the 
Monmouth was sunk, and the remaining brother Harold, is a prisoner of war.  All are on 
the Roll of Honour at Entwistle Sunday School.”(24) 

 
He was granted the Military Medal.(18) 

 
 
On 25th July 1918 his personal effects were posted to his father, they were: 
 
“Letters, 3 Note Books, Religious Medallions, 1 knife, 1 pipe (cleaner?), Tobacco pouch, 
Cigarette case, Purse, Ear-ring, 1 watch (glass missing)”(2)  
 
His father received £17 in November 1919.(19) 

 

 



 

 

Reference:  XXVIII. A. 11A(15) 

 



John Hayward 
 
 

 
 
      (25) 

 
“News has been received from the Admiralty by Mr and Mrs Hayward of 18, Railway 
Terrace, Entwistle, with respect to their son John, who was aboard the Monmouth.  The 
communication says:  “We regret to inform you that John Hayward, stoker, 1st class, was 
serving on board H.M.S. Monmouth which was sunk on November 1st, and in the absence 
of evidence to the contrary, he must be regarded as having lost his life.” 



“John Hayward was 21 years old and joined the Navy three years ago.  He was very 
popular in Entwistle and the news of his end has caused the utmost regret.  In his last 
letter home despatched on August 28th from Pernambuco, South America he said they 
were cruising the coast keeping the trade route open.  They had captured another German 
merchant boat and taken all provisions from her.  This had included a small amount of 
mutton which was heartily enjoyed by the crew.  At the time of writing they were on the 
look-out for some German cruisers which were reported to be in those seas and they were 
ready cleared for action at any moment.  Their food was good and the men were very 
cheerful.  Mr and Mrs Hayward have also a son who has enlisted since the war 
commenced (Sam).   Hayward’s death is the first reported casualty from the Turton 
district.”(25) 

 
 
John, born on 10th July 1893,  and first joined the Navy on 8th February 1912.  (service 
number SS 111697).  He was 5 foot 8 and one quarter inches tall, brown hair, hazel eyes and 
fresh complexion.  On his left forearm, in good naval tradition, he had a tattoo of an anchor.  
He went to Vivid II which was a shore based training establishment, then to HMS Lion, 
London and Monmouth.  His rank was Stoker, lst class and he passed “educationally” for 
Petty Officer in June 1913.  He seems to have had two short periods in the “cells” at Vivid 11 
in early 1914, but no reason is given.(16,17) 

 
He died very early in the war, the first victim from the area, on 1st November 1914 at the 
Battle of Coronel aboard HMS Monmouth.  His body was “not recovered for burial”.(16) 

 

The Battle of Coronel 
 
The Battle of Coronel was a huge shock to the British public, coming early in the war on 1st 
November 1914.  It took place off the coast of Chile when Admiral Cradock’s West Indies 
Squadron met five German warships.  The West Indies Squadron consisted of: 
 
“two armoured cruisers, Good Hope and Monmouth, the light cruiser Glasgow, and a 
converted ex-liner, Otranto”(21) 

 
Not much of a match for the five German ships and their Admiral Graf Maximilian Von Spee: 
 
“five vessels, led by the armoured cruisers Scharnhorst and Gneisenau plus a further three 
light cruisers, all modern, efficient ships”(21) 

 
At sunset on 1st November, Admiral Spee began to shell the squadron, sinking Good Hope 
and Monmouth.  There were no survivors from the 1,600 crewmen.  Glasgow and Otranto 
escaped.  The German fleet suffered little damage.(21) 

 
Although Spee had only three men injured, he lost half his supply of ammunition.  The 
British sent ships immediately which destroyed Spee and the majority of his squadron at The 
Battle of the Falkland Islands.(22) 

 



 

(23) 
 
Spee’s cruiser squadron leaving Valparaiso, Chile, circa 3 November 1914 following the 
Battle of Coronel.  The German ships are in the distance, with the armoured cruisers 
Scharnhorst and Gneisenau in the lead, followed by the light cruiser, Nurmberg. 

 
 

HMS Monmouth(20) 
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(30) 

 
 
This picture is labelled as “Fred Green” but no trace of him has been found in any records.  
However, he does fit the description physical description of John Hayward.  The badge on 
his sleeve identifies him as a Stoker and John served on HMS Lion.  Comparison with the 
photo from John’s obituary confirms that this is John Hayward. 
 
John and Sam are on the war memorial at St. Anne’s, Turton and the memorial at the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church on Bolton Road.  They are also on the Entwistle Methodist 
Church Memorial along with Harold who is listed as having “served”. 
 

 
 
 



Gunner Harold Hayward 
 
Harold was in the Royal Garrison Artillery (service number 60148) - date of birth 5th 
September 1897 and he became a prisoner of war at the Giessen camp in Germany.(28) 

 
“Giessen was a well ordered camp with good sanitary conditions and clean water. It also 
had a church hut.  From this camp men were sent out to work as labourers on local 
farms.”(26) 

 
A prisoner from the Worcestershire regiment records his memories of Giessen: 
 
“Life in German POW camps was hard. Generally the camps were surrounded by a barbed 
wire fence about 10′ high. In others there was a second fence which was about 50′ to 75′ 
outside the first one. The Huts were made of wood and were one storey high. They could 
be of any length. Beds were usually bunks and had mattresses filled with wood shavings, 
paper and sometimes straw. Lice, mice and other vermin were a problem. Each bed had 
two blankets. Heating came from a stove and there was electricity.”(27) 

 

“When a prisoner arrived at the camp, he was given a uniform to wear and his money was 
taken away.  He was given ‘camp currency’ which was money that could only be used in 
the prison camp. ‘Working Kommandos’ were working parties who went out from the 
main camp and might be a small or large group of prisoners. They could be sent to work 
on a farm, in a small or large factory, onto the railways, stone quarries or into the coal and 
salt mines.”(27) 

 

 
(26) 



A report in the Bolton Journal of 17th January 1919 relates information about returning 
Prisoners of War and the party given in their honour (for full article  see biography for 
Robert Greenwood).  It lists the return of J Hayward, but this must have been Harold. (29) 

 
Major Booth addressed the men saying: 
 
“They had gone through untold sufferings for us whilst we were comfortably nestled 
between the hills.  As a result of their labours we had been able to live free from the 
sound of gun and free from the ravages of the barbarians, but able to follow ones ordinary 
daily life – apart from rations.”(29) 

 
 
Harold received the Victory Medal and the British Star.  Samuel and John received the same 
two medals but in addition gained the 1915 star as they had seen active service before the 
31st December 1915.(2) 
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