
Jesse Heath 
(1887 – 1947) 

 
Jesse Heath was born 6 March 1887 (16), the son of Joseph and Elizabeth Heath. In 1891 the 
family were living at 69, High Street, Turton, Joseph was a general labourer. The family had 
moved to number 65, High Street by 1901 and Jesse was then working in the print works 
drying room. (1). It is not known where Jesse was in 1911. 
 

Family History 
 
Joseph Heath was born in 1854 in Edgworth (1). He married Elizabeth Lowe, 10 October 1874 
at St. Peter’s Church, Bolton le Moors. Joseph was then a cutter in a paper mill and 
Elizabeth’s father, Jesse Lowe, was a paper manufacturer (3).  Their other children were, 
Margaret, born 1877, Betsy Ann, born 1885 and Thomas, born 1890 (1). When Joseph died in 
1913, he was buried at St. Anne’s Church, Turton. His address then was 157, Bolton Road, 
Edgworth (3). 
 

War Service (2) 

 
Jesse Heath enlisted at Edgworth, 7 December 1915. He enlisted under the Derby Scheme 
and placed in Group 11 and put on Army Reserve (17). His address on enlistment was 12, 
Birches Road, Edgworth; this was later crossed out and replaced by 6, Martin Street, 
Edgworth. He was aged 30 years and six months. His occupation was making gun cotton in 
the bleach works.  
 
In 1915 there was a shell crisis, the British artillery were running out of shells and were 
reduced to firing 4 or 5 shells a day (18). Waste cotton was used in a nitration process to 
produce gun cotton (nitrocellulose). The gun cotton Jesse was producing was being 
gelatinised into nitro glycerine to produce cordite the most important propellant for shell 
firing guns and small arms used by Britain and her Allies in World War One. (19) An increase 
in the production of munitions raised the need for gun cotton. As a result of Jesse’s civilian 
occupation he was not mobilised until 1917. 
 
Jesse was mobilised into the Royal Garrison Artillery, at Fort Brockhurst, Gosport, 13 April 
1917. His regimental number was 151021, his medical condition was A1, although Jesse said 
he had rheumatism in his left leg in wet weather. His height was 5 feet 7 inches and he had 
a scar on his forehead. He was posted to 463 Siege Battery, New Needles, Isle of Wight, 29 
October 1917, this was Portsmouth Garrison. He was initially unable to join the battery as 
he spent 53 days in French Hill Hospital, 12 September to 3 November 1917, following an 
appendicectomy. Jesse spent a total of one hundred and eleven days in hospital in three 
episodes before the end of May 1918.  
 



In June 1918 Jesse was posted to Number One Company, Forth Fire Command, Royal 
Garrison Artillery, North Queensferry, protecting the entrance to the Firth of Forth, 
Scotland. He was posted twice more to Batteries within the Forth Fire Command. While he 
was on active service, 26 October 1918, at Inchcolm, Jesse was absent from duty for 
seventeen hours, he forfeited a day’s pay.  
 
He went absent from duty again while at  Inchcolm, 1st January 1919, this time he was 
confined to barracks for five days and forfeited two day’s pay. Inchcolm is an island in the 
Firth of Forth, four miles east of the Forth Bridge. 
 
Jesse was given a Protection Certificate and Certificate of Identity, with 28 day’s leave 
granted, 6 February 1919, the certificate read,  
 

“must be produced when applying for unemployed sailor’s and soldier’s Donation 
Policy, or if demanded when applying for unemployment benefit”.  

 
The card had a policy number. He was demobilised 5 March 1919, medical category B 2. 
 
As Jesse Heath had not served overseas during the war he was not entitled to either the 
British War or Victory Medals (20). 
 

Post War 
 
After the war Jesse returned to Turton. When his mother died in 1922, aged 69, her address 
was 4, Back High Street, Turton. She was buried at St. Anne’s Church, Turton (3). In 1939 
Jesse described his occupation as a Maker Up, Textile Printing Bleaching, Production 
Progress Worker. He lived with his sister Betsy Ann Heath at 109, Bradshaw Road (16).  Jesse 
Heath died in 1947 (3), his sister, Betsy Ann Heath, had died in 1945 (3). 
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