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William Hickey was born in 1869 in Elton, Bury. His parents were Patrick and Mary Hickey 
(nee Jackson).  In 1881 he is living in Bury with his mother and younger sister, Clara aged 8.   
Mary is employed as a cotton weaver. Patrick is absent from the census although it states 
that Mary is married. They are living at 3 Mitre Street in the Elton district of Bury.    
 



By 1891 the family minus William have moved to Radcliffe and a different son is residing 
with them who carries Mary’s previous name. (1) 
 
In March 1898 William Hickey is appointed as a Postman in Turton, Bolton.  However, it has 
been difficult to trace William during these years and he does not appear on any census 
returns until 1911. By this time he was aged 42 and had married Ethel Harriet Osbourne.  
She was also born in Bury in 1866.  The 1901 census shows her living alone at Mount 
Pleasant in Edgworth. It states that she is married and aged 34. (1) 
 
By 1911 William and Ethel Harriet have two sons; William aged 7 and Frank aged 3. Sadly 
Frank died in 1912.  William is still working as a postman, employed by the GPO.  They are 
living at 6 Garton Street in Edgworth. (1)  William also appears on a register for billiard club 
membership at the Barlow Institute in 1909. (17)   
 
William would have been 45 at the outbreak of World War 1, which makes it very unlikely 
that he would have been involved.  He is still living in Edgworth, with Ethel, in 1939 at 20 
Bolton Road.(36) 

 
No service or pension records have survived, however a medal roll card survives for a 
William Henry Hickey (2), this name tallies with a member’s family tree found on the 
Ancestry website on which other facts coincide.  However this states that William was a 
private in the East Lancashire Regiment.  The Photograph above shows a gentleman in an 
early issue army uniform who is also a sergeant.  His cap badge shows that he was enlisted 
with the Lancashire Fusiliers.  The medal ribbon above his pocket has not been identified.   
 
It is possible that the photograph has been labelled wrongly and this is not a photograph of 
William Hickey; that it does show William in his previous army career as a regular soldier; or 
that William Hickey served in some kind of training capacity. He did not take up his 
appointment as a postman until 1898, when he was 29.  No other William Hickey has been 
found in the area around the time of World War 1. 
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