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Another Edgworth Guardsman Killed 
(Bolton Journal, Friday, 14th April 1916) 

 
News was received on Tuesday by Mr and Mrs Albert Holden, 3 School View, Edgworth, 
that their son, Pte. Sam Holden had been killed in action.  The intimation was conveyed in 
a letter to the parents from one of the stretcher bearers named Potter, who enclosed 
photographs found on the dead soldier, these including one of his brother, another of the 
Know Mill cricket team, of which he was a member, and one of his soldier comrade also 
deceased, Pte. William Mather of the Grenadier Guards.  No particulars are given of the 
manner of death beyond that it was instantaneous, the writer adding that Holden 
received “a hero’s burial”.  Private Holden was 20 years old last May and enlisted along 
with Pte. Mather in the Grenadier Guards on January 11th, 1915.  For some time these 
were the only Edgworth representatives in this crack regiment and it is a painful 
coincidence that the two should be killed within two months of each other.  He received 
his training at Caterham and Chelsea Barracks and after a furlough from September 4th to 



6th went to the front on September 7th, 1915.  The date of his death is given as March 29th 
and it is supposed it occurred in a charge. He had seen much fighting and participated in 
several bayonet charges.  The news has created a profound feeling of sympathy with the 
parents and family, who are well known in the village.  Sam, as he was called, was of a 
quiet and retiring disposition, of a very kindly heart and was widely respected.  He was a 
regular attender at St. James’s Sunday school and for many consecutive years carried off 
prizes for regular attendance, his last award being made whilst he was in training.  In 
civilian life he worked for the Know Mill Printing Company, which is suffering severely in 
casualties.  Pte. Holden makes the ninth of the heroes who are numbered as killed or 
missing from the Turton and Edgworth districts.  In his last letter he said they were having 
lovely weather, quite summerlike and added a touching reference to his late comrade, 
Pte. Mather, the news of whose death he had recently received”. 
 
 

War Record 
 
Samuel was in the 3rd Battalion of the Grenadier Guards, along with his friend William 
Mather.  He was the son of Albert and Mary of 3 School View and died on 31st March 1916, 
aged only 20.    He is buried at Potijze Burial Ground in Belgium.(15)(16).  Samuel was awarded 
the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.  There is no service record in existence for 
Samuel. 
 
The UK Army Registers of Soldiers’ Effects shows that his father was sent £3 11s 4d (£3.57 in 
today’s money) and a war gratuity of £4 10s (£4.50). (18) 

 

His brother John “Jack” Holden, of the Royal Naval Division, was injured a year later in 
November 1917.(17)  His older brother James escaped the war due to injury.   
 
 

Family History 
 
In the 1901 Census the family are living 3 Hob Lane. (1) 
 
Albert  Father  38 Calico Print Works Labourer  b: Entwistle 
Mary  Mother 38      b: Bradshaw 
Sarah  Daughter 12      b: Edgworth 
James  Son  10      b: Edgworth 
Samuel  Son  5      b: Edgworth 
John  Son  3      b: Edgworth 
 
 
By 1911 the family are living in a 4 room house at 3 School View (1)  Sarah (22) is now a 
weaver.  James (20) is a labourer at the Calico Print Works, as is John (who is only 13).  Sam, 
who is 15, is an Office Boy.  They are all unmarried. 
 
 



Below is a copy of the original Graves Registration Report with the War Graves Certificate 
overleaf. (15) 
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James and John (Jack) Holden 
 
 

John Holden was born on 28 
November 1897.  Known as “Jack” 
he was the younger brother of Sam 
and James.  He enlisted in 2/1 
Lancashire Hussars on 9th October 
1916.  On 16th June 1917 he was 
drafted to “Howe” brigade of the 
Royal Naval Division, fighting in 
France.  At the time he was living 
at 3 School View, Edgworth.  
(Service Number R/2308). 
 
 
 
On 27th October 1917 he is 
admitted to General Hospital 
Wimereux with a “mild” gunshot 
wound to the left leg and 
subsequently transferred to a rest 
camp.   The records state that his 
Next of Kin had been informed.  
The following appeared in the 
Bolton Journal of 9th November 
1917: 
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He appears to have gone back to the Battalion, but been wounded again as he is in hospital 
in Canterbury in December 1917.  He then appears in April 1918 at the 2nd General Western 
Hospital in Manchester from where he is sent to 452 Agricultural Company Aberdeen, but is 
returned to unit from September 1918 as “unsuitable for harvest work”. (19) 

 
Jack returned to Edgworth, living at 3 Blackburn Road, married and had three children, 
Marion, Jack and Jim.  He went on to make a name for himself as the creator of the Holden’s 
ice cream business. (20) 

 
The second brother, James was fortunate in that he sustained an injury jumping over a 
garden wall which meant that he was unable to pull a trigger.  This meant he escaped the 
war.  He married a woman from Hoddlesdon – Jane Townsend, lived at School View and had 
two children – Minnie and Samuel – named after his deceased uncle.  

 
The family didn’t talk about what had happened to Sam, but he was very sadly missed.(20) 

 
The Holden’s ice cream business continues to thrive and descendants of John (Jack) and 
James still live in the village. 
 
 

 
The Royal Naval Division  

 
SEAMEN SERVING ASHORE IN 
WORLD WAR ONE  
 
“The Royal Naval Division was formed 
in August 1914 from naval reserve 
forces when warships of the fleet 
were fully crewed. The tradition of 
naval personnel serving on land had 
been long established and a shortfall 
in infantry divisions in the army led to 
the formation of the RND to 
supplement the army. The RND was 
retained under Admiralty control 
even though they were fighting on 
land alongside the army. The 
battalions were named after famous 
naval people. 
 
 
 
(21) 

 
 

(John (Jack) fought in the 2nd Brigade: Howe, Hood, Anson, Nelson) 



The RND were sent into many theatres of war including: 
 
1914 - Antwerp 
1915 - Gallipoli 
1916 - Ancre Valley, Salonika Army 
1917 - Passchendaele, Gavrelle, Welsh Ridge      
 
They were also active at the Hindenberg Line to stem the German offensive in 1918 and 
continued up until the end of the war at Cambrai, Canal du Nord, St Quentin Canal and 
Mons. The RND sustained great losses - probably three times the original number of men 
recruited. 
 
The RND retained the great naval traditions, even while on land. They flew the White 
Ensign, used bells to signal time, used naval language (including "going ashore" and "coming 
on board"), continued to use naval ranks rather than army equivalents and sat during the 
toast for the King's health. Attempts to convert the RND to conform to army practices were 
tried but were generally unsuccessful, especially an attempt to disband the RND in 1917 
which was thwarted by the influence of the First Lord of Admiralty, Sir Edward Carson. The 
RND was disbanded in 1919 after an inspection and address by the Prince of Wales.”(21) 
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