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Family History(1) 

 
In 1901 the Howarth family are living at 25 Bury Road (aka Robinson’s Row).  Father, William 
(41) is a quarryman.  Mother Eliza (40).   
 
The census shows eldest son Charles Willis (17), with James W Aspin (16) a stepson (Eliza’s 
Son), William Leonard (11) and Henry Milton (4).  All the family were born in Edgworth, with 
the exception of Eliza who came from Chorley. 
 
In 1911 the family are still living at 25 Bury Road, Edgworth. 
 
Father William Henry is now working as a farm labourer.  Mother Eliza is at home.  William 
Leonard and Henry Milton are both working as labourers at the Calico Print Works (Know 
Mill).  Charles Willis has left home to marry and is living in Tottington at 22 Holly Street with 
his wife Lucy and children James Henry (5) and William Clifford (3).  He is a labourer at the 
paper mill.(1) 

 
James William Aspin is 26 and living at 2 Walleach Fold, Edgworth, working at Know Mill 
(Calico Print Works) and married to Clara with children James and Jenny.(1)  No service records 
exist for James Aspin. 
 
However, William and Eliza did not marry until 1899 in Bolton(18), so Henry Milton, William 
Leonard and Charles Willis were the children of his first marriage to Catherine(15).   (The name 
of the mother shown on Charles Willis’s War Grave’s Certificate). 
 
A limitation of the census is that it shows the relationship of a child to the head of household 
– in this case William Henry.  James is his stepson - Eliza’s child from an earlier marriage.  
Although the other boys are shown as “son” – they are Eliza’s stepchildren. 

 
 
War Record – Milton 

 
Judging by his cap badge, Milton Howarth was in the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment. 
However, no service record has been found for him.  Milton attended the Edgworth Wesleyan 
Methodist School, where he was admitted in March 1900, living at “Robinson’s Row”, 
Edgworth.(16) 

 
A person by the name of Henry Milton Howarth was born on 16th August 1896(16) and died in 
the Bury area around September 1969.(3) 
        
    

 

 
 
 
  
                                                                                           (22) 



War Record - Leonard(2) 

 
William Leonard Howarth (Len) also attended the Edgworth Wesleyan School.  He was born 
on 4th January 1890 and admitted in 1894.(16) 

 
He attested on 8th December 1915, a month before his 27th birthday, and like his older 
brother, going into the Grenadier Guards (25102) as a Signaller.  He embarked from 
Southampton and arrived at the front with the 3rd Battalion in February 1917, where he 
undertook a Wireless Course in the field.  He was wounded in April 1918 with a puncture 
wound to his left thumb caused by barbed wire.  Perhaps not an ideal wound for a signaller.  
It seems to have caused him some trouble as he ended up at the hospital at Le Treport (?).  
However he was back at the front by May.  In July he caught influenza, but by August he was 
again at the front.  In October he developed Shingles and returned to England in October 
1918.  He survived the war and was demobilised on 28th January 1919(2) 

 
The photograph in The Barlow collection which is labelled as Len Howarth is incorrect.  It 
shows a man who is a Corporal in the Royal Artillery, as yet unknown. 
 

 
War record – Charles Willis 

 
Charles, born on 5th July 1883 and attended the Edgworth Wesleyan Methodist School, where 
he was admitted in 1888.(16) 

 
He went on to become a private in the 4th company,(19) 4th Battalion,  Grenadier Guards 
(Service No:  26050).   
 
The war diaries of the 4th Battalion are available on www.ancestry.co.uk and the following 
extract is an account of the action between 10th and 13th April 1918 in which Private Howarth 
was listed as “missing”.(19, 20) 

 
 

521 men were killed in this battle – 90% of the Battalion.  In No. 4 
Company, 70% of the men were killed and all the officers.(19)   
 
 
Charles died on 13th April 1918, aged 34, leaving two young sons.  He was awarded the Victory 
and British Medals.(2, 15) His widow Lucy received £14 14s 4d in October 1919.(17)   
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Extract from War Diaries of 4th Battalion, Grenadier Guards(20) 

 
Report written on 16th April, 1918 by W.S. Pilcher, Lt. Colonel, Commanding 4th 
Battalion, Grenadier Guards. 
 
Narrative of Events from 10th to 14th April, 1918 
 
“The Battalion, billeted at VILLERS BRULIN, received orders to embuss on April 10th, the time 
fixed for embussing at TINCQUES being 11.45 p.m.  The busses did not arrive until 11.30 a.m. 
the llth., when the battalion proceeded to STRZEELE via ST. POL. 
 
The Battalion debussed at about 9.30 p.m. and marched down to a field by STRAZEELE 
station, near Le PARADIS. 
 
The Brigadier there had a conference of Commanding Officers, and the Battalion had orders 
to take up a position with the 3rd Battalion COLDSTREAM Guards on the right from K.6.b.5.8 
to L’EPINETTE, K.ll.a.3.4, a frontage of 2,000 yards.  There were supposed to be elements of 
another division on the Battalion’s left, and in front. 
 
Companies got to their positions just about dawn, marching off from Le PARADIS about 2.30 
am. 
 
There was a considerable shortage of tools, and, when daylight came, the companies were 
very insufficiently dug in. 
 
No. 1 Company was on the right, No. 4 in the centre, No. 2 on the left and No. 3 in support.  
Battalion Headquarters at GARS BRUGHE, K.5.b.5.8. 
 
(12th) Immediately  it was light, the Germans fired very heavily at any movement with 
machine guns and light field guns, both of which they had a very considerable number. 
 
At about 9.30 a.m. the Brigadier came up to Battalion Headquarters and ordered that the 
battalion with the 3rd Battalion COLDSTREAM guards should advance and push forward with 
two companies as far as possible.  Nos. 1 & 2 Companies were detailed to send forward two 
platoons each.  No. 1 to seize VEIRHOUCK, No. 2 to seize PONT RONDIN.  The attack started 
about 11 p.m.  No. 1 Coy was unable to progress at VEIRHOUCK owing to very heavy intense 
machine guns.  Many Germans were killed, Captain PRYCE killing seven himself, giving out fire 
orders and directing his rifle grenade and rifle fire in a most skilful manner.  In the houses 
captured by this company some 30 dead Germans were found; two machines guns and two 
prisoners were captured, one of which was a NCO decorated with the Iron Cross. 
 
The bravery shown by the Company Commander and these platoons was beyond all praise, as 
they were heavily shot at, and there was a battery of enemy field guns some 300 yards down 
the road south of PONT RONDIN, firing over open sights, also several trench mortars.  This 
company had some 20 casualties. 
 



At about 2.30 p.m. the line remained the same; at 3 p.m. Captain PRYCE reported that his left 
flank was in the air and Germans could be seen in F.25.d which was some 1,000 yards to the 
rear of his left flank, and were shooting at him with trench mortars and field guns over open 
sights and also the machine gun fire was intense. 
 
The whole of his advance could be seen quite plainly from Battalion Headquarters. 
 
He decided to re-adjust his line with his left at K.6.b.5.8; even then the Germans were well 
behind his left flank.  This he did, and held on till dusk, when the line was re-adjusted by 
brigade, though suffering the severest casualties.  His company lost 80 NCOs and men and 1 
officer during this fighting out of 120 who went into action. 
 
During the day, from 9 a.m. till dusk, Battalion Headquarters was fired on by 2 field guns in 
the open about L.7.a.3.3 and by a trench mortar and very heavily by machine guns.  The farm 
was set on fire, and Captain M. CHAPMAN, MC and Lieut. N.R. ABBEY, of Battalion 
Headquarters were killed.   
 
To some extent, this fire was kept down by the skilful and gallant work of Lieut. LEWIS, of 
152nd. Brigade, RFA, who exposed himself continuously to get direct observation, and mended 
his line in the open under heavy fire and no doubt inflicted heavy casualties on the Germans 
of whom many were seen to fall. 
 
The rest of the battalion front remained intact all day although attacked several times, and 
badly enfiladed in place, No. 4 Company having some 70% casualties, including all its officers. 
 
The Battalion casualties for the day were about 250, including officers; about 50% of its 
effectives. 
 
Owing to the left flank being in the air, the Brigadier gave orders for the battalion to re-adjust 
its line.  The right was to be about K.5.b.6.2 where it would be next to 3rd Battalion 
COLDSTREAM Guards left .... the battalion left to rest 30 yards south of LA COURONNE, where 
it was to be in touch with the 12th Bn. K.O.Y.L.I. 
 
The battalion, during the day, fired some 70,000 rounds of SAA and had fired all its rifle 
grenades:  the casualties inflicted on the Germans were severe; the work done by the Lewis 
gunners beyond all praise. 
 
(12th/13th) During the night, the line was re-adjusted, the battalion being helped to dig new 
line by a Field Coy. RE.  Four fresh officers were sent up to take the places of some of the 
losses – namely Lieutenants LYON and BURT and Captain MINCHIN to companies, and Lieut. 
Murray LAWES to Battalion Headquarters. 
 
The new battalion frontage was 1,800 yards in a line of absolutely flat country with no 
hedges, etc. to take advantage of to conceal the trenches.  This was held by companies in 
isolated posts, the strength of the battalion being nine officers and about 180 other ranks – 
one man per ten yards of front. 
 



The Commanding Officer, on going round, found the men cheerful, but of course, tired.  
Rations and water were sent up, and as much SAA as possible as all the men had practically 
fired all their ammunition and grenades. 
 
Battalion Headquarters was moved to Ferme BEAULIEU, E.28.d.3.2.  
 
On visiting No. 2 Company (Left Coy), who had some thirty men left under Captain PRYCE, 
who was now occupying a line of trench just in front of a water-meadow in E.20.c; 5 boxes of 
SAA were got up to him.  On this company of thirty from 9.15 a.m. the next morning until 6.15 
p.m. at night the bulk of the German fire, and heavy Infantry attacks fell. At about 9.15 a.m. 
the next morning, 13th, the Commanding Officer learnt that strong German attacks were 
developing all along the front, also that his left flank was entirely in the air.  He sent orders 
round to all companies that they must hold their line at all costs, and stay there and fight to 
the end.  This message was acknowledged by all companies.  The orderlies that had to take 
this message were obliged to go through the heaviest machine gun fire. 
 
(13th)  At about 10.30 a.m. the brigade Major visited Battalion Headquarters and stated that 
the centre of the line at GARS BRUGGHE, between the 3rd Battalion COLDSTREAM Guards and 
the Battalion’s front had been penetrated by the Germans.  The Commanding Officer and 
Brigade Major went up and saw the men were in their trenches and line intact.  A platoon of 
the 3rd Battalion COLDSTREAM Guards was ordered to fill in any gaps which existed but this 
was impossible for it to do. 
 
On returning to Battalion Headquarters about 1.15 p.m. the Commanding Officer received a 
message from Captain PRYCE, No. 2 Company, stating that since 9.15 a.m. Germans had been 
in VIEUX BERQUIN and at La COURONNE, and a column estimated at two battalions, was 
advancing from BLEU.  He had also been attacked twice on his immediate front, but had 
driven off the Germans, who left a number of dead just in front of his trenches.  He also 
stated, after the failure of the second attack, the enemy had brought up two field guns to a 
hedge some 300 yards to his front, and were flattening out his trench; there were no 
reinforcements available so the Commanding Officer had no alternative but to tell him to hold 
his ground with his few available men, some 18 then.  The orderly to come and go to his 
headquarters worked up a drain some three feet deep.  One last message was received from 
Captain PRYCE from here about 3 p.m. saying he was surrounded on two sides and was 
fighting both ways shooting at the Germans; what subsequently happened is related by a 
Corporal who was with him and who subsequently escaped through the German lines.  At 
about 6.15 p.m. Captain PRYCE, who realised that the situation was hopeless, as the Germans 
were already at VERTE RUE, and could be seen advancing behind to BOIS D’AVAL, called on his 
men to charge a party of Germans some 80 yards away, to his immediate front, at the same 
time exhorting them to fight to the end.  The men cheered and followed him and drove this 
party back:  the enemy were unable to fire, as their own troops were behind.  The party then 
returned to the trench.  The men now had no ammunition left, having fired their 5 boxes SAA 
sent up at night. 
 
The Germans starting working up closer again, Captain PRYCE called for a final charge and the 
remaining men, some 14 in number charged with fixed bayonets.  The Corporal and one man 
were stopped by a large ditch, from where they saw Captain PRYCE struggling with a large 



party of Germans.  He lay in the ditch till midnight, when he worked his way through the 
German line, and joined the Australians in BOIS D’AVAL. 
 
Nos. 1 & 4 Coys., who had been enfiladed all day long, with machine gun and light gun fire, 
had lost all their officers; Captain H.H. SLOANE STANLEY, MC, Commanding No. 1 Company 
had been killed and Captain T.W. MINCHIN, DSO severely wounded.  Captain MINCHIN stated 
that of his company only 6 men were not casualties, all the rest were killed and wounded.  He 
was shot in three places by different bullets before leaving his trench.  No. 1 Company had 
also suffered almost equally, both subalterns being wounded.  No. 3 Company, who were on 
the right of No 2, had also suffered severely, losing their company commander, who was 
believed to have been killed.  This company was seen to be surrounded, and the Germans on 
both sides, and about twenty men were taken away as prisoners, so the rest must be 
presumed to be killed or wounded.   
 
The survivors of Nos. 1 & 4 Coys. Held on till night, though by 6.15 p.m. the Germans had 
already occupied VERTE RUE, directly behind them.  Some of them subsequently got through 
at night and attached themselves to the Australians, with whom they stayed in the front line 
for 24 hours.  
 
At about 5.30 p.m. when the Germans were at VERTE RUE, some 300 yards away, Battalion 
Headquarters moved to 2nd Battalion IRISH Guards Headquarters at CAUDESCURE, as the 
whole of the left flank had been turned and the battalion surrounded. 
 
Summary 
 
The Battalion had been three days and nights without rest, and fighting and digging trenches 
almost continuously. 
 
Of the 19 officers who went into action, only two were not casualties:  ie: the commanding 
Officer and Adjutant. 
 
The total casualties among the rest of the battalion was 504, some 90% - of which 50% were 
incurred on the first day. 
 
I consider the heroic conduct of CAPTAIN PRYCE and No. 2 Company to be beyond all praise, 
and think that the action of this Officer, who, with a small body of men, held the Germans for 
no less than 12 hours, on the 13th April from about 8.15 a.m. when his left flank had been 
turned to 6.15 p.m. when he made his final charge, to be difficult to surpass.  More especially, 
as his company had carried out a determined attack the day before, and its left flank 
continuously since it came into the line had been in the air.  How the great influence of this 
company’s action on the general battle front has been remains to be seen:  it may well have 
been the determining factor of the whole British line being completely driven in. 
 
The officer who had commanded this company had already been awarded the Military Cross 
and Bar for gallantry, and had taken part in 7 attacks and raids upon German trenches during 
the last three years.(20) 

 
 



Extracts from a second report – unknown author(19) 

 
The Heroism of Guardsman Jacotin 
 
“With the first streak of dawn the German attacks were renewed.  A thick fog during the early 
hours of daylight enabled the Germans to work forward their light Machine Guns into the 
intervals between the scattered British posts.  They also brought up an armoured Motor Car 
against a portion of the Coldstreams line.  Throughout the morning the enemy made 
repeated attacks.  These were met and driven back by the gallant determination of the small 
and scattered bands of heroic Guardsmen.  The story of Guardsman Jacotin of 3rd Battalion 
Coldstream Guards is typical of the spirit shown by all these gallant men.  He was one of the 
Garrison of the left post of No. 3 Company 3rd Battalion Coldstream Guards.  All the men in 
the post except himself were killed or wounded, but yet he fought on by himself, and stopped 
the German advance until he was killed by a hand grenade thrown by a German who had 
crept up behind the trench while Guardsman Jacotin was shooting at the Germans in front of 
him and holding the trench single handed.”(19) 

 
The Heroism of Captain T.T. Pryce 
 
“The left company of 4th Battalion Grenadier Guards was No. 2 Company commanded by Capt. 
Pryce, the company which had counter attacked so successfully on the previous day.  The 
Company was thus surrounded.  They continued fighting on, and by so doing they succeeded 
in delaying the Germans, although they sacrificed themselves.   
 
What subsequently happened to the Company was told by its one survivor, a Corporal who 
worked his way back to the Australian Lines on the following night.   
 
He related how at 6.15 p.m. Capt. Pryce realised that the situation was hopeless as his 
ammunition was all expended and the Germans were all round him and were being 
reinforced.  At this time a party of the enemy approached to within 80 yards of his trenches. 
 
Captain Pryce ordered his Company, which was then 18 strong, to charge with the Bayonet.  
The enemy were luckily unable to fire from the front, as their own troops were behind our 
men, and the charge was completely successful in driving back the Germans.  Again the 
enemy worked forward to close quarters, and again Capt. Pryce and his gallant band drove 
them back.  But meanwhile the enemy were receiving reinforcements and these eventually 
turned the scale against this indomitable defence.  Captain Pryce was one of the last of this 
band of heroes to die.  He was last seen fighting in a hand-to-hand struggle against 
overwhelming odds.  By their noble self-sacrifice in their country’s cause they kept the 
Germans at bay long enough to allow the Australians to form a strong line of defence, which 
the Germans never succeeded in penetrating. By their gallant deaths they all earned for 
themselves undying fame.  His Majesty King George V granted a posthumous award of the 
Victoria Cross to their gallant leader, Capt. Pryce. 
  



The remainder of this scattered line of the 4th Guards Brigade was almost as this left flank, 
and thus it came about that by nightfall the Germans were able to call themselves masters of 
the field where these bloody encounters had taken place, but only to find that in front of 
them the 1st Australian Division had securely established themselves as an impenetrable 
barrier, a result which had only been made possible by the spirit of determination and of 
devotion to duty of the Brigade of Guards.”(19) 

 
 
Captain Pryce was Thomas Tannatt Pryce (1886 – 1918).  His picture and story can be found 
on www.livesofthefirstworldwar.org(21) 
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