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Family History(1) 

 
The photo above is labelled as Edmund Howarth and there is only one Edmund Howarth on 
the 1911 census who lived in Turton.  He was born in Edgworth, his father having originally 
come from a family living at Walleach Fold; but the family moved around and by 1901 he 
was living at 18 Egerton Vale. They were still there in 1911 when the family, who were all 
involved in the cotton trade, consisted of: 
 
 
 



Roderick 50 B: Tottington Elizabeth 47 B: Egerton 
Edmund 21 B:  Edgworth Frank 13 B: Egerton 
Harold 19 B:  Doffcocker Handel 10 B: Egerton 
Paul 17 B:  Lostock Albert 8 B: Egerton 
May 15 B:  Egerton Lucy 6 B: Egerton 
 
 
The records of the West Riding Police show that in June 1911 Edmund (of 18 Egerton Vale) 
applied to join the force.  He was described as being 5 foot 11 and a half inches tall, with a 
fresh complexion, grey eyes and light hair; a single labourer, employed by Henry Deakin in 
Egerton.  He was appointed and started work in Keighley on 5th July 1911.  His warrant 
number was 7590.(16)  This description could cast some doubt on the picture, as the soldier 
shown appears to have dark hair. 
 
Edmund’s brothers Harold, Frank and Paul were all in the Coldstream Guards.  Paul was 
killed on 16th September 1916. (17) 

 

 
(19) 

 
 
 
 



Unfortunately, it appears that this is not the Edmund in the photo.  Edmund Howarth from 
West Riding Police Force joined the Coldstream guards in April 1918, at Halifax.(2)  The 
soldier shown is definitely from the Welsh Regiment as we can see by his cap badge.  He is 
proudly showing off his wound stripe on his cuff, so we know he was wounded once.  He 
also has a chevron on his cuff which denotes at least two years good conduct.  The cross 
rifles indicate that he was a marksman.   
 
“In order to qualify for this badge he had to be one of the best shots in his unit...It became 
standard practice for soldiers to be trained to fire 15 aimed shots a minute and German 
soldiers attacking the British army were convinced they were indeed facing machine guns 
so heavy was the concentration of rifle fire that an infantry unit could bring to bear”.(18)  
 
The medal rolls only list one Edmund Howarth in the Welsh Regiment. (20763). There is no 
alternative E Howarth listed in the Welsh Regiment, which suggests that this photograph is 
correctly named as Edmund Howarth.(2)    
 
Edmund went to France on 4th December 1915 and was originally in the 15th Welsh 
Regiment.  He eventually transferred to the Machine Gun Corps with service no:  155477.  
The uniform shown makes it most likely that he was not a conscript, as this particular type 
of uniform was phased out from the end of 1914.  This also tallies with the date of Edmund’s 
arrival in France.(2) 

 
He received the 1914-15 star for having seen service in a theatre of war before 31st 
December 1915, but there is some query about his Victory and British medals as he seems 
to have been suspected of having deserted on 24.07.18 as indicated on the medal roll index 
cards.(2)  He was demobbed on 5th March 1919.  There are no service records for Edmund.  
So who was Edmund and what was his link to Edgworth? 
 
1911 Census records reveal that Edmund Haworth lived in Edgworth at 44 Delph Cottages.  
His Father was Oscar and Mother was Lizebth (nee Timmis).  He was born on 25th November 
1897 and attended Edgworth Wesleyan Methodist school.(21)  It appears the family were not 
the best at spelling.  Edmund was born in 1898 and was a Stenter at the Bleachworks.  There 
were two sisters, Lilian 12, Gladys 11, and two younger brothers, Eric 5 and Danuel 4.(20)  All 
the children were born in Edgworth.  So it would appear that this is our Edmund. 
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