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War Record (2) 

 
Moses enlisted on 2nd January 1915 at Bolton, being 29 years old, with brown eyes and hair 
and 5 foot 7 inches tall.  He gave his address as Croft Side, Horrobin Mill and occupation as 
“Spinner” and next of kin as his mother.  He went into the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 
with the service no:  19144.   



He went to France in September 1915 and by October 1916 he had achieved the rank of 
Lance Corporal.  11 days later he is transferred to hospital, but rejoins his unit very quickly 
days later.  But in September 1917 he is listed as “gassed”, goes to the hospital at Etaples 
and later onto the Hospital Ship “Newhaven”.  In December 1917 he is with the Army 
Service Corps at Isleworth (Service No:  353384), having agreed to being demoted to Private.  
In March 1918 he goes back to France, presumably not in a fighting capacity, but by June 
1918 he is suffering from “albuminaria” and “nephritis”.  He is invalided back to the UK and 
sent to Guildford.  In February 1918 he passes a test to drive a heavy lorry.   
 
However, sadly he died of Nephritis at the Military Hospital, Trent Bridge, Nottingham on 
22nd February 1919.  His relatives were “present at the time of death” which must have 
been of some small comfort.  Next of Kin was his mother, then living at 73 Wellington Road, 
Turton.  
 
A medical record exists which is largely indecipherable, but it suggests that he was “much 
disappointed .... not allowed to go home” and also mentions influenza.   
 
On 18th March 1919 Moses was buried in the churchyard at St. Anne’s Turton at 33 years of 
age.  His gravestone states that he was “gassed in France” and would seem to imply that 
was the cause of death.  However, although his family probably believed this to be the case, 
the issue is not clear cut. 
 

 
Trench nephritis  

 
Trench nephritis was a “new disease” which arose in 1915: 
 
“This condition arose among soldiers in spring 1915, characterized by breathlessness, 
swelling of the face or legs, headache, sore throat, and the presence of albumin and renal 
casts in urine. It was speedily investigated by the military-medical authorities. There was 
debate over whether it was a new condition or streptococcal nephritis, and the experts 
agreed that it was a new condition. 
 
The major etiologies proposed were infection, exposure, and diet (including poisons). 
Research pointed to the origin of the disease as being infective rather than toxic, but no 
definite cause was discovered. A number of labels were given to the disease, including 
war nephritis. However, trench nephritis was the one used most widely.  Trench nephritis 
was a serious problem for the Allies, leading to 35 000 casualties in the British and 2000 in 
the American forces. There were also hundreds of deaths. The condition was treated in 
line with pre-war regimens designed for acute nephritis. No significant preventative 
methods were implemented for trench nephritis, as there was no consensus regarding 
causation. The medical response to trench nephritis was largely ineffective, with medical 
commentators recognizing that there had been a lack of medical progress”  

 
ttp://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16820794 
 
It is easy to see why the family would have blamed his death on his being gassed.   



The register of Soldier’s Effects shows that £36 14s and 2d went to his mother, Jane.(18) He 
was awarded the Victory Medal, British War Medal and 1914-15 Star(2) (awarded if served in 
a Theatre of War before 31.12.15) and is commemorated on the War Memorial at St. 
Anne’s, Turton. 
 

 
Family History(1) 

 
Moses was born in 1886 in Turton to parents Henry and Jane (nee Holden).  In 1891 the 
family lived in Chapeltown at Back High Street, but by 1901 they had moved to 2 Horrobin 
Mill Cottages, Bradshaw.  By 1901 the family are living at Horrobin Mill, Bradshaw and 
Mother, Father and Moses are all working in the cotton industry.  There are two sisters, Ellie 
(11) and Annie (5).  In 1911 the family are living at 2 Horrobin Mill Cottages and Moses is 
working in the cotton spinning mill as a “side piecer”.  Father, Ellie (21) and Annie (15) are 
both working at the bleach works.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Moses Howarth’s gravestone in St. Anne’s Churchyard, Turton(17) 



 
 

(15)  New Ground 36 – Turton (St. Anne’s) Churchyard 
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