
  

Johnathan (Johnny) 
Isherwood (1893-) 

 

 

(30) 

 
Jonathan (Johnny) Isherwood was born in Edgworth in 1893, he was the son of Joshua 
Isherwood, a grocer who owned the Grocer Shop on Blackburn Road(1). He enlisted with the 
Army Service Corps (Horse Transport) on 10th December 1915(2) and survived the war(2). 
 

War Record  
 
Johnny enlisted on 10th December 1915 with the Army Service Corps (Horse Transport), he 
was almost 23 years old and working as an assistant in the Grocer Trade, his service number 
was 438847.    
 



  

He appeared to be transferred initially to the Army Reserve on the 11th December 1915 and 
was mobilized on 8th February 1916 and back to the Army Reserve on the same day.  
 
He was eventually mobilized again on 22nd August 1918 and posted to the ASC (HT) on 24th 
August 1918. He appears to have sustained an injury to his thigh and finally was then 
transferred to Class ‘Z’ Army Reserve on Demobilization on 19th February 1919(2). 
 
Class ‘Z’ Reserve was authorised by an Army Order of 3 December 1918. There were fears 
that Germany would not accept the terms of any peace treaty and therefore the British 
Government decided it would be wise to be able to quickly recall trained men in the 
eventuality of the resumption of hostilities. Soldiers who were being demobilised, 
particularly those who had agreed to serve “for the duration”, were at first posted to Class 
Z. They returned to civilian life but with an obligation to return if called upon. The Z Reserve 
was abolished on 31 March 1920. 
 

Family History 

 
Johnny was born in Edgworth in 1893, he was the son of Joshua Isherwood, a Grocer and 
Nancy Isherwood, both born in Edgworth. Joshua and Nancy owned the Grocers/Hardware 
on Blackburn Road (now the Hairdressers). Census data also indicate the following: (1)  
 
Father:  Joshua Isherwood  b. 1855 Edgworth  (Shop Keeper) d.1.4.1921(24) 

Mother: Nancy Isherwood  b. 1846 Edgworth d.14.8.1922(24) 

 

Children: Margaret (Maggie)  b. 1880 Edgworth (Shop Assisstant)  
      d. June 1925 in Canada(24) 

Jane b. 1882 Edgworth (Cotton Weaver)  
 d. 7.12.1940(24) 

Harry    b. 1883 Edgworth d.19.4.1954 (In Canada)(24) 

(Maria) Mollie b. 1886 Edgworth (Cotton Weaver)  
 d. 25.4.1953(24) 

  Annie    b. 1889 Edgworth (Assisting in the shop) 
  Jimmy    b. 1897 d.24.12.1932(24) 

  Alice    b. 1900 Edgworth 
 
      
The 1901 Census show the Isherwoods living at 8-10 Blackburn Road, also known as Bentley 
Row. Johnny’s sister, Annie Isherwood was the fiancée of Thomas Duckworth (who also 
served in WW1, see separate biography).  Sadly, Thomas was killed in action on 9th February 
1918 and Annie then went on to run the Grocer’s Shop with one of her sisters until she 
retired in 1939, age 51.  
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