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James (Jimmy Keeley) was born in Edgworth in 1886.  He was the son of James and 
Margaret Ann Keeley/Dawes. He enlisted with the Royal Field Artillery and survived the war, 
living until 1938, age 51(5). 

 
 
 



 
 

War Record 
 
No service record has been found for Jimmy however his uniform indicates that he enlisted 
with the Royal Artillery, this is backed up by looking at his cap badge which confirms that he 
joined the Royal Artillery Regiment and he is also wearing the White Lanyard (associated 
with the RA) on his left shoulder. The two distinct branches of the Royal Artillery in World 
War 1 were the Royal Field Artillery and the Royal Garrison Artillery, both branches wore 
the same cap badge but unless the shoulder title is visible it is difficult to determine which 
branch the Gunner belonged to. We can see from Jimmy’s photograph that he joined the 
Royal Field Artillery as shown by the shoulder title (RFA) on his left shoulder.(17)    

 
Further investigation of Jimmy’s uniform shows that he was wearing the 1902 Service Dress 
consisting of a tunic with pocket pleats and rifle patches on the shoulder, this indicates that 
he signed up in early in the war.  From the end of 1914 onwards the 1902 Service Dress was 
phased out and the uniform was made without the pocket pleats and rifle patches in order 
to save on materials and speed up production.(16)  He is also wearing a metal identity 
bracelet.  Bracelets were not standard issue but were purchased privately.  Perhaps this was 
a gift as he appears to be showing it off in the photo. 
 
Jimmy survived the war but died at the age of 51.(5) 

 
Family History 
 
Jimmy was born in Edgworth in 1886, he was the son of James Keeley, a Railway Porter and 
Margaret Keeley/Dawes, both born in Ireland(3). He was employed at the Print Works(1). 
Census data indicate the following: (1)  
 
Father:  James Keeley   b. 1846 Ireland, d. 1938 
Mother: Margaret Ann Keeley  b. 1853 Ireland 
 
Siblings: Elizabeth Ellen   b. 1881 Edgworth 
  Mary Ann   b. 1883 Edgworth 
  Robert Henry   b. 1890 Edgworth d.1895 
  Margaret Jane   b. 1892 Edgworth 
  Matilda (Tilly) Dawes  b. 1894 Edgworth 
  George Dawes   b. 1894 Edgworth 
  Nancy Dawes   b. 1896 Edgworth 
 
   
It is not known when Jimmy’s parents first came to England but on the 1881 census they 
were living in Herbert Street, Little Lever with their first child, Elizabeth Ellen(1). By the 1891 
census his mother, Margaret had moved to 385 Bury Road in Edgworth unfortunately as a 
widow(1).  She did however have a boarder, Robert Henry Dawes, living with the family who 
she went on to marry in 1893(3)(5); they had three children, Matilda and George (twins) and 
Nancy. By the 1901 census, Margaret had moved to Temple Farm in Edgworth and was 
again a widow(1).  Jimmy wasn’t living with the family at this time but was a boarder at the 
White Horse Inn on Bury Road(1).  



 
 

On the 1911 census, the family had moved again, this time to Turton Post Office at Turton 
Bottoms(1). Jimmy was again living with his family and Elizabeth Ellen and Mary Ann had 
moved out, we know that Mary Ann married Ralph Entwistle (see his WW1 biography) in 
1907 at St Anne’s, they had 3 children – Frederick, Ada and Fanny(15). 
 
We know that Jimmy survived the war but sadly drowned in ‘Old Russia’ in 1938 as referred 
to in Mike William’s recollections(14): 
 
“Jimmy Keely, Maggie’s brother, drowned himself in “Old Russia”. He was Stephen 
Simpson’s uncle. Their mother was Irish”. 
 
 

 
(18) 
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