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War Record(2) 

 
James Stanley – Stan to the family – served from 1914 to 1920.  He was in the Manchester 
Regiment in the 1st/6th Territorial Battalion, as we can see from his epaulette, and after a 
spell in the Labour Corps, he transferred to the Royal Fusiliers (GS/106665).  According to his 
nephew he was a sniper.  He received the British War Medal and Victory Medal.  No service 
record exists. 
 



The Family in 1911(1) 

 
Stan Kernick was born in 1897, the eldest son of James Penberthy Kernick and his wife Kate 
(nee Millward) who came from Aston.  They were married in 1895 in Aston.(17)  His father, 
who had been born in St. Ives, Cornwall, was a teacher at the orphanage at Crowthorn 
where they lived at Memorial House.  Further back, his ancestors had been tin miners.  
There were four children in total. 
 
 
James Penberthy Kernick, 44  Born:  St. Ives   Elementary Schoolmaster 
Kate M Kernick, 43   Born:  Aston, Warwickshire 
James Stanley, 14   Born:  Edgworth 
Hubert M, 12    “ “ 
Bessie, 11    “ “ 
Harry, 5    “ “ 
 
 
The 1911 census records many people coming from distant parts of the country to work at 
the orphanage. (1) 

 
In 1914 Stan passed the Joint Universities Matriculation Examination at Bolton Municipal 
Secondary School according to the Manchester Courier of 7th August. (19) 

 

After the War 
 
Stan went to Canada.  A passenger list for the Cunard ship Andania shows him arriving in 
London on 29th September 1924 from Montreal.  His address is shown as Whitegate, 
Edgworth and his occupation is shown as “Clerk”. (20)  The reason for Stan’s visit to Canada is 
that he took a party of orphans from the Children’s Home in Edgworth who were emigrating 
to Canada.(24) 

 

National Children’s Home – Crowthorn, Edgworth 
 
The orphanage at Crowthorn began in 1871 when James Barlow, father of Sir Thomas 
Barlow, bought a derelict public house, The Wheatsheaf, along with a parcel of land.  His 
initial intention, as a devout Methodist, in buying the Wheatsheaf was to close it down. 
However he knew of the work of Thomas Bowman Stephenson who worked with the poor 
in London and had the idea that it would be a healthy location in which to build a home for 
orphans. It opened with the first group of boys arriving with the first governor, Alfred 
Mager, in 1872.  Between 1873 and 1934 the National Children's Home ran an emigration 
programme, for all its homes-not only Edgworth.  There was a NCH home in Hamilton 
Ontario, Canada. 
 

In later life Stan appears to have moved back to the area of his mother’s birth as he worked 
as an accountant in Stratford-upon-Avon.  In 1935 he married Betty (Ruby Elizabeth Barton) 
in Birmingham.  They had no children. (17) 



Stan’s father also moved back to Birmingham where he died on 9th September 1955.  His 
address was 1 Compton Road, Erdington.  Probate was granted to his daughter, Bessie (a 
spinster) and he left an estate of £823 8s 10d.(21). He appears to have been in Birmingham 
from as early as 1932.(22)  Stan’s mother, Kate, died in Birmingham in 1934.(23) 

 
Betty died in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1962 and Stan died in 1968, also in Stratford-upon-
Avon. (18)  Members of his brother Hubert’s family still live locally.  
 

The National Children’s Home and Orphanage, Edgworth 
 

 
(25) 
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