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The Kershaw brothers both died.  Richard was in the 6th Battalion of the Loyal North 
Lancashire Regiment and was a Lance Corporal.  He died on 4th April 1916 in “Mesopotamia” 
(modern day Iraq), aged 33.(15) He had started off with the rank of Private and was sent to 
The Balkans on 24th October 1915.(2) The Register of Soldiers’ Effects shows that the army 
owed £5 10s d on his death and this was paid to his mother, Ruth.  This suggests that 
Richard had never married.(19)  His will shows that he left a total of £338 13s 0d to his 
mother and that he was killed on board the Steamboat P23 at sea at Amara (Persian Gulf). (4)  

He received all three medals:  the Victory Medal, the British Medal and the 1915 Star (for 
having been in action before 31st December 1915) and is remembered on the Bolton County 
Borough Roll of Honour.(2)(20) 
 

His brother Paul joined the Royal Naval Auxiliary on 21st August 1915 and was a Sick Berth 
Attendant.  He was 5’ 6’ tall, with a 33 inch chest, blue eyes, a fresh complexion and “flaxen” 
hair.  His date of birth was 16th May 1890.(18) He died in the Royal Naval Hospital at Gosport 
on 3rd August 1918 aged 28.(15)  His War Graves Certificate shows that he was with HMS 
Victory, but this was a shore based establishment in Portsmouth.  (All naval personnel had 
to be assigned to a ship name).  Paul was a member of the Bolton Branch of the 
Typographical Association, a Trade Union for printers.  The union produced obituaries for 
members and records that the cause of death was pneumonia.(17)  He is also listed on the 
company memorial for Tillotson and Sons, Bolton, printers and the Bolton County Borough 
Roll of Honour.(20)  He left £151 to his mother, Ruth.(4) 

 
 
They are both commemorated on the gravestone of their Father and Mother, Paul and Ruth 
Kershaw in the Edgworth Congregational Burial Ground.(16 ) Paul is also commemorated on a 
screen wall at Manchester Southern Cemetery.(15) 
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At first glance they would appear to have had little to do with Edgworth as they lived at 14 
View Street, Bolton and do not appear in Edgworth in the 1911 census – so why were they 
commemorated at the Congregational Chapel?  The answer lies with their Father and gives 
us a picture of the effects of the industrial revolution. 
 



Paul, the Father, first appears in the 1861 Census living at Know (or Knowl) Mill, Edgworth.  
His Father, Richard farms 34 acres and was born in Tockholes.  There were five children in 
the family:  2 girls and 3 boys.(1) 

 
By 1871 the farm appears to have reduced dramatically to around 18(?) acres.  However, 
the family has increased to 5 sons and 3 daughters.  The elder children are now working as 
Cotton Weavers.(1) 

 
By 1881, the Father, Paul, is 23.  He has moved to Bolton, lodging at 67 Cannon Street and is 
an Overlooker in a Cotton Mill.(1) 

 
Unfortunately, he died in on the 17th May 1890 at the young age of 32, leaving Ruth from 
Belmont with two sons:  Paul, who had been born the day before, Richard and 3 daughters:  
Mary Alice, Annie and Ruth.(16)(18) 

 
By 1901, all apart from the youngest Paul are working as Cotton Weavers living at 14 View 
Street, Bolton.(1) In 1911 Richard has become a Loom Overlooker and Paul is an apprentice 
printer.(1)  

 
Both sons died in the war, leaving Ruth with her three daughters.  She died herself on 1st 
December 1923 at the age of 69 and was buried with her husband in the Edgworth Chapel 
burial ground.(16) 
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