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Matthew Kingsley was born on 30th September 1874(22) in Edgworth, the third son of 
Catherine Kingsley (Kate) also known as ‘Catherine of the Hillock’(14)  He grew up at 9 Hillock, 
Mount Pleasant in Edgworth.  Matthew was the brother of William Kingsley, who became 
the manager of The Barlow Institute.  The 1881 census shows Kate as the head of the 
household; with Matthew, William, James and a sister Ellen.(1) 

 
Kate’s family originated in Ireland and their surname was originally Kinshella but they 
anglicised it when they came to England.(16)  In 1887 Kate married Thomas Barnes who was a 
laundry man. (1) 



On the 30th September 1896 (his 22nd birthday) Matthew married Betsy Jane at St Anne’s 
Church, Chapeltown.  They had three sons; Thomas Hardman, Wilfred, and Sydney Wilfred 
and a daughter, Edna Beatrice. Sadly Wilfred died in 1903.(3) 

  
In 1901 Matthew and his family were  living at 138 Sandy bank, Matthew’s occupation was 
stated as being a professional footballer although by 1911 he was working as a night 
watchman at the calico print works.(1) 

 
Football Career (17) 

 
Matthew began his career playing for Turton FC in Edgworth and then joined Darwen FC in 
1896.  In 1898 he joined Newcastle United and played 34 games in the 1898-99 seasons.  In 
1901 he became the first Newcastle United player to win an international cap for England 
playing against Wales on the 18th March.  England defeated Wales by 6 goals to 0. 
 
In his book ‘The Black and White Alphabet’ Paul Jannou describes Matthew as being; ‘noted 
for his fisted clearances in the style of the day, and also being in the habit of swinging his 
arms to and fro as he was waiting for the action.  Somewhat hefty at 14 stones.’  
 
He remained with Newcastle until May 1904 when he was transferred to West Ham United 
making his debut against Millwall on 1st September.   In ‘Who’s Who of West Ham’ Tony 
Hogg says that ‘Matt was a feisty character who had a habit of fisting the ball away instead 
of catching it, to avoid being bundled into the back of the net as was the practice in those 
days.’  
 
This description was illustrated on 17th March 1905 when Matthew kicked former West Ham 
player Herbert Lyon, during a game against Brighton and Hove Albion.  Lyon had to be 
carried from the field and Matthew was sent off.  Unfortunately this caused a riot and pitch 
invasion.   According to the Stratford Express 
 

‘no sooner had the referee pointed to the centre than the West Ham keeper ran at 
Lyon and kicked him to the ground, and matters looked ugly for the international 
keeper, who was ordered off the ground by the referee, but the Brighton officials, 
with a posse of police acted very promptly and escorted him from the playing 
arena before any violence was used.’ 

 
 
 
Understandably the manager Syd King was 
very angry and Matthew did not play for West 
Ham again.  He was suspended and then 
transferred to Queen’s Park Rangers.  He then 
joined Barrow AFC in 1906 and then Rochdale 
in 1907.      
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War Record 
 
Matthew was conscripted into the Royal Engineers in 1917, aged 42 years. 
 
By 1916 the State was not attracting the numbers required for military service, thus in 
January the Military Service Act was passed to conscript all unmarried men aged between 
18 and 41, a second act was passed in May to include all married men. (21) 
 
Matthew Kingsley was 42 at the time.  His attestation shows that by 1917 he had been 
working as a quarryman and was specially enlisted into the Royal Engineers Quarry 
Companies. He has a short service attestation which shows that he was enlisted for the 
duration of the war only.  He joined for duty in Bolton on the 12th May 1917.  His service 
record shows that he was 5 foot and 9 inches tall with dark hair, grey eyes and a dusky 
appearance.  He was declared fit. (2)   
 
On the 15th May 1917 Matthew was sent to the Quarrying companies Depot at Buxton. (15) 
This was called the “School for Instruction in Engineering” (SIE).  Here he would have 
received training.  The men had to pass a grade test to be approved and rated as a Sapper 
rather than a Pioneer (16).  He remained here until 26th May 1917 after which his Company 
left for France with the British Expeditionary Force. (1)  
 

 
The Royal Engineers 
 
The Royal Engineers were known as the ’Sappers’ which equates to the rank of private.  
They had a very important role during the First World War; they maintained railways, roads, 
water supplies, bridges, transport and weapons. They also operated railways and inland 
water ways, communications and signalling equipment and designed and built front-line 
fortifications. The men of the Quarrying Companies weren’t militarily trained and weren’t 
issued with rifles.   
 
The quarrying companies were formed to operate quarries which were needed to produce 
crushed stone and aggregate for roads and ballast for railways. Their numbers were 
augmented by skilled French labour and army troop companies of the Royal Engineers and 
Royal Engineer Labour Battalions. In 1916 there were only two quarrying companies in the 
Royal Engineers but in 1917 this was raised to ten; this coincides with Matthew’s call up in 
1917.(19) 
 
The majority of the units were sent to Marquise near Calais. It is probable that Matthew had 
been employed by The Phillipsons.  They were major employers in the Turton area with 
quarries at Round Barn and Hard Rock in Edgworth and Ouselnest  and Cox Green quarries 
in Turton.  During the war John Phillipson, his son John and brother Richard served in the 
Royal Engineers operating the quarries at Marquise and Rinxint. (20) 
 
The work of the men of the quarrying companies consisted of removing topsoil from the 
stone to be quarried and then drilling and blasting the rock which was then transported to a 
crusher to break it down to the correct size.  



The men endured 24 hour shifts. It is said that a shift didn’t end until the required amount 
of stone had been quarried. (20)  
 
These working conditions took a toll on the health of the men and Matthew was examined 
by a doctor and diagnosed with sciatica and rheumatism which had started in November 
1917.  This was stated to be caused by climactic conditions.(2) 

 
All the men were allowed fourteen days leave a year.  This started once they had reached 
Victoria Station in London.  Matthew didn’t go on leave until 28th July 1918 and returned 
11th August.(2) 

 
Matthew seems to have had some success as a quarryman; on the 12th June 1917 his pay 
was raised to 1 shilling and he was classed as professional.  On the 29th December 1917 
Matthew successfully “executed a piece of work equivalent to a test laid down in the Corp 
memo”.  This allowed an engineer rate of pay of 1/4d and he was now deemed “skilled”.  He 
was subsequently classed as superior on 1st October 1918 and his pay was raised to 1/8d.   
Throughout this time he was classed as a Sapper.(2) 

 
 

Life after the army 
 
Matthew served for 1 year and 301 days and was demobilised on the 11th March 1919.  He 
was awarded a disability pension due to his rheumatism and sciatica.  He received the 
Victory Medal in 1922. (2) 

 
It is not known what Matthew did on returning to Edgworth, but Tillotson’s Directory of 
1932 shows him living at 199 Blackburn Road, in Edgworth and states that he was a 
foreman.(9)  The 1939 Register shows him living at the same address, with Betsy and working 
as a General Labourer.(22)  Sadly Matthew lost his daughter in 1920 and then his son Sidney 
in 1927 when he was killed on the level crossing at Turton Station.  
 
Matthew died on the 28th March 1960 at Atherton Grange in Atherton. His death certificate 
states that he died from cerebral arteriosclerosis aged 85 and that he was a retired foreman 
at the bleach works.  His niece Alice Sill was in attendance.(16)  He left £148.7s.7d.to his 
niece, Eliza Bentley. (4) 
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