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The 1911 census for Edgworth shows two Thomas Knowles of a suitable age to match this 
photo. A current resident of Edgworth has stated that the photo is not of her Uncle Tom 
Knowles – therefore by a process of elimination, this is Thomas Knowles (junior), born in 
Turton in 1890, the son of Thomas Knowles from Tottington and Isabella McCord from 
Belfast. He was one of six children and they lived at 109 Bolton Road, Edgworth. Father 
Thomas was a Greengrocer, but sadly, he died on 24 May 1894, aged 40. In 1911, Tommy 
was working as a ‘Side Piecer’ in a local Cotton Spinning Mill. 
Although no records have been found for Tommy’s service in WW1, the photo above does 
give some clues. The cap badge is that of the Machine Gun Corps and the badge on the 



sleeve is that of the Royal Tank Corps. Machine gun men were used to crew the early tank 
battalions. Two records have been found for a Thomas Knowles in the Tank Corps but it has 
not been possible to positively link either to the man in the photo. 
Tommy died on the 23rd May 1959 and is buried at St Anne’s alongside his father, Thomas, 
his mother Isabella and other family members. 

 
 
War Record2 

 
These are the records which have been found for a Thomas Knowles. Note that they relate 
to 1919. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Family History1,3,5 

 
A study of BMD and Census data has shown that Tommy’s immediate family was as follows: 
 
Father:  Thomas Knowles b. 1854 Tottington d. 24/05/1894, Edgworth 
Mother: Isabella Mccord b. 1861 Belfast (or Whitehaven according to 1891 census) 

     d. 21/12/1936 Edgworth 
Thomas and Isabella were married in 1880 at St Peter, Bolton33 

 

 
 
Children: James Henry  b. 1882 Edgworth 
  Mary A lice  b. 1883 Edgworth 
  Albert   b. 1885 Edgworth 
  Fred   b. 1887 Edgworth 
  Thomas  b. 1890 Edgworth 
  William Herbert b. 1892 Edgworth 
 
Census records for 1891, 1901 and 1911 show the family living at 109 Bolton Road, 
Edgworth. 
Father Thomas was a Greengrocer according to the 1891 census. He died in 189433: 
 

 



In 1911, Tommy and William Herbert are working as ‘Side Piecesr’ in a local Cotton Spinning 
Mill; James Henry is a ‘Calico Machine Printer’, and Mary Alice is a ‘Calico Weaver’.  His 
older brothers, Albert and Fred are living at 128 Bay Tree Lane, Middleton Junction, with 
Albert’s wife, Alice Ann. Both Albert and Fred are listed as ‘Operative Cotton Mule Spinner’. 
A Thomas Knowles married a Betsy Barlow at St Anne’s, Turton in 1918, but it has not been 
possible to prove that this was the Tommy of this biography. If there were children from this 
marriage, none have been identified. 
Tommy Knowles died on May 23rd 1959 at the age of 69 and he is buried alongside his 
mother and father, siblings Mary Alice and William Herbert and a child Thomas Knowles 
(who died in 1914 aged 2 months) in the graveyard at St. Anne’s, Turton.35 The identity of 
the child has not been established, but the address given in the death register relates to that 
of Albert & Fred in 1911.33 
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