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War Record 
 
Sydney joined the Royal Field Artillery in 1915, serving first in Egypt then in France.  His rank 
was Bombardier, which is the equivalent of corporal. He died of wounds on 11 May 1917 
and is buried in Etaples cemetery, France -the site of the military hospital.  He was 20 years 
old.(16)  His father, Frank, received a war gratuity of £8 10s 0d.(2)  Sydney is remembered on:  
Bolton County Roll of Honour(19)  Wesleyan Methodist memorial, Bolton Road, Blackburn 
and the St. Anne’s, Turton memorial. 
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On 15 May 1917, Billy Beckett wrote to his family from France saying: 
 
“I was very sorry to hear that Sydney Lomas has died of wounds.  It upsets me proper 
when I hear about our own village lads because I know or have a bit of an idea how they 
suffered.” 
 
Billy was himself killed five months later. (17) 
 
From the badge on his left cuff, we can tell that Sydney had already been wounded once. 
 
 

Family History 
 
The Lomas brothers were the sons of Frank and Hannah Lomas of 12, Bury Road, Edgworth.  
The 1901 census shows the family living in Tottington. 
 
The 1911 census shows them living at 290, Blackburn Road, Edgworth.  Sydney is an 
apprentice joiner at the Calico Printers (probably Know Mill) and his older brother Fred also 
works there. His father and older brother were born in New Mills in Derbyshire; his mother 
was born in Romiley, Cheshire.  Sydney was born in West Gorton.(1) 
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Fred Lomas was 3 years older than Sydney.  He enlisted in December 1915 and his stated 
occupation was “finisher at calico print works”.  He served as a gunner in the Royal Field 
Artillery, 9th battery, regimental number 116495.(2) 

 
 
In May 1917 he married Nancy Haslam, an elementary school teacher of 176 Bolton Road at 
Edgworth Congregational Church.(3)  He survived and was discharged on 10th May 1919.  He 
was awarded the Silver War Badge on 12th June 1919. This was awarded to service 
personnel honourably discharged due to wounds or sickness during WW1.    It was for 
wearing whilst in civilian dress, in the lapel.  It also came with a certificate for employers.  
The reason for issue in the case of Fred was “wounds”.(36)   He also received the British War 
and Victory medals.(2)  When his father died in 1950 letters of administration were granted 
"to Fred Lomas, merchant", so he seems to have done fairly well in life.(4) 

 

 



 
 

Grave reference: XVIII. M. 5A.(15) 
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