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Harry & William 

 
Harry and William Mather were born in Edgworth in 1893 and 1894 respectively. They were 
the sons of Joseph Mather and Margaret Holt. The following family details were extracted 
from Census returns, BMD websites1,3,5 and the Edgworth Wesleyan School Register.34 
 
Father:  Joseph Mather b. 1854, Edgworth 
Mother: Margaret Holt  b. 1855, Bradshaw 

(Joseph and Margaret were married in 1874 St Peter, Bolton.) 
 
Children: Ada   b. 1874, Edgworth 
  Frederick  b. 1875, Edgworth 
  Joseph   b. 30/6/1881, Edgworth 
  Margaret Ann  b. 4/3/1884, Edgworth 
  Amy   b. 5/9/1891, Edgworth 
  Harry   b. 31/7/1893, Edgworth 

William  b. 14/8/1894, Edgworth 
 
In 1891, the family were living at 166, Spinner’s Row, Edgworth. Joseph was an ‘operative 
cottons spinner’, and they had a boarder – 24 year old James Whitehead who was born in 
Boston, Lincolnshire and worked as an ‘operative cotton piecer’. 
The following dates were found for the enrolment of the children at Edgworth Wesleyan 
School: Joseph, 21/7/1885; Margaret Ann, 16/7/1888; Amy, 9/8/1897; Harry, 30/9/1897; 
William 20/11/1899.34 

In 1901, they were at 20, Martin’s Row, Edgworth. Joseph and the older children were 
working in the mills and the boarder had left. 
By 1911, the Mathers had moved to 160, Bolton Road, Edgworth.  Joseph’s 83 year old 
mother Susannah was living with, or visiting them, as was daughter Ada, who was now a 
married woman and had a daughter Ada, who was aged 2 and was born in Middleton. (Both 
of the Adas are given the surname Mather, although mother Ada probably married William 
Holt at St Anne’s Turton in 1904. A William Holt’s death was registered in Turton in 1906 – 
he was 38 years old.). The men were all working. Father Joseph and son Frederick were at 
the local calico printworks. The others were working in a cotton mill with the occupations of 
both Harry and William being described as ‘ side piecer cotton mill’. 
Harry’ father, Joseph, died in 1924 and his mother, Margaret, died in 1925.  The probate 

records are as follows:4,32 
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Harry Mather was posted to The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment in February 1916 and in 
the same month he married Sarah Kay, setting up home at Lower Wood Lane, Tonge Moor 
Road, Bolton. His battalion were sent to France in February 1917 and remained there until 
March 1918, but on his return Harry was admitted for some reason to a Military Hospital in 
Kent. He was finally demobilised in February 1919 and was later awarded The British War 
and Victory Medals. 
Harry died in 1957. His wife Sarah died in 1970, both deaths being registered in Farnworth, 
Bolton. They are buried together in the graveyard at St. Anne’s, Turton (see below). 

 



War Record2 
 
Harry and his brother William were attested at The Barlow Institute, Edgworth, on 
December 7th 1915. 104 Edgworth men were attested that evening and the attesting officer 
was Major Booth14. Harry was appointed as a Private to 1/5 Battalion of  The Loyal North 
Lancashire Regiment on 5th February 1916 in Preston (regiment no. 243368). On 12th March 
1917, Harry was charged with ‘carelessly wounding himself in right foot, and sentenced to 
28 days Field Punishment No. 1. This description of the punishment was found at 
http://www.firstworldwar.com/atoz/fieldpunishment.htm : 

Field Punishment No. 1 comprised a British Army punishment imposed for minor offences 

such as drunkenness, and was often applied during the First World War. A most humiliating 

form of punishment which continued into the late 1920s, Field Punishment No.1 saw the 

soldier in question attached standing full-length to a fixed object - either a post or a gun 

wheel - for up to two hours a day (often one hour in the morning and another in the 

afternoon) for a maximum of 21 days.   An earlier punishment by flogging had been earlier 

abolished within the British Army in 1881. Stories abound of soldiers positioned to face the 

enemy lines, invariably out of range of enemy fire but allegedly not always so.  If exposed to 

open sunshine this form of punishment proved ever more discomforting, quite aside from the 

constant problem of trench lice.  If the soldier in question started to sag while attached to the 

post he would often be checked by military police. Similarly stories persisted of commanding 

officers who abused regulations governing such punishment by tying soldiers' hands behind 

their back and suspending them by a rope tied around their wrists, their feet barely touching 

the ground.  In part to overcome such stories the War Office in London issued an advisory in 

1917 to "all General Officers Commanding-in-Chief, Abroad" which specifically stated the 

form the punishment must take 

Harry’s regiment was posted to France on 13th February 1917 and he was appointed Lance-
Corporal on 1st November that year. At some stage he was transferred to the Army Service 
Corps. – regiment no. M/427337. He returned home wounded or ill on 21st March 1918 and 
was admitted to Bevan Military Hospital, Sandgate, Kent. He accepted a demotion to the 
rank of Private on 10th November 1918 for the rest of his service. 
Harry was demobbed on 24th February 1919, and was awarded The British War and Victory 
Medals. 
 
 
 
 

Further Family History1,3,5
 

 
Harry married Sarah Kay at the Parish Church, Tonge Moor, Bolton on the 19th February 
1916 - a fortnight after he had enlisted with the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment. Their 
address was 2, Lower Wood Lane, Tonge Moor Road, Bolton. A child Edna was born on 12th 
November 1918. 
 
The 1932 Tillotson’s Directory for Bolton lists a Harry Mather as a Machine Minder living at 
43 Sandy Bank Road, Edgworth. 

http://www.firstworldwar.com/atoz/fieldpunishment.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/atoz/bodylice.htm


Harry Mather died on the 20th February 1957 aged 63 and his wife Sarah died in 1970. Both 
are buried at St Anne’s, Turton.35  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



William Mather 
(1894 – 1967) 
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Note: There were several William Mathers living in Edgworth at the outbreak of war. This photo, from The 
Barlow Collection is labelled William Mather and has been assigned to this particular individual as it is of the 
same style to that of his brother Harry and there is perhaps some likeness. 
 

William Mather was posted as a Private with The King’s Liverpool Regiment in August 1916. 
There followed postings to the Middlesex Regiment and the Army Service Corps before 
being demobbed in October 1919. There is no record of William serving overseas, but that 
does not mean that he didn’t. 
William married Elizabeth Copping in Ipswich in June 1918 and after the war it seems that 
they returned to Edgworth and were parents to six children.  
William died on February 6 1967 and is buried at St Anne’s, Turton (see below). 



War Record2 
 
As stated above, William and his brother Harry were attested at The Barlow Institute, 
Edgworth, on December 7th 1915. William was mobilised on 15th February 1916 but then 
relegated on 5th August that year. He was remobilised on the 18th August in Preston and 
posted as a Private with the 23rd Works Battalion of The King’s Liverpool Regiment 
(Regimental No. 45701). 
He was transferred to the 29th Battalion of the Middlesex Regiment (No. G/84763) on 16th 
March 1917 and then to the 5th Labour Battalion on 18th May (No. 155686). On 9th February 
1918 he was found guilty of disobeying an order whilst on Active Service and showing 
insolence to an N.C.O by insisting on having a light on after 10.15 p.m. For this he received 7 
days jankers (confined to barracks). He got married in Ipswich in June 1918 (see below) and 
was transferred to the Packer Loader Section of the Army Service Corps on 28th September 
1918 (No. T/441246). Finally he was demobilised on 10th October 1919 – his military 
character being described as very good and his home address given as 160 Bolton Road, 
Edgworth. There are no records of William serving abroad throughout the war, but that 
does not mean that he did not do so. 
 

Further Family History1,2,3,5
 

 
According to his Service Record, William married Elizabeth Copping at Ipswich Register 
Office on the 15th June 1918. Elizabeth was born at Whitton, near Ipswich, Suffolk in about 
1892. In 1915 she was working as a Domestic Servant in Whitton and in 1918 she was a 
Munition Worker (according to the Keeble/Farrow Families tree on Ancestry.co.uk – which, 
incidentally, also states that she had 6 children and that she and William died in Lancashire) 
Two children are detailed in William’s service record: 
 
Frederick John (Copping) b. 14/06/15, Whitton, Ipswich. 
(Another page gives the name as Frderick Lord Copping – see below.) 
 

William   b. 14/07/19, Ipswich 
 
The following subsequent births were registered in Bolton6 and in view of Elizabeth’s 
uncommon surname were almost certainly William’s: 
Harry    b. 1920 
Jack    b. 1922 
Ethel F    b. 1924 
 
Gerald    b. 1927 
The Tillotson’s Directory for Bolton 193211 lists two Mathers living in Brandwood Fold, 
Edgworth, viz. William at no. 9 and Joseph at no. 4. Both are machine minders. Is this 
William and his brother? 
William died on February 6 1967 and is buried at St Anne’s, Turton. The gravestone confirms 
much of the above information: 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Researcher:   Alan Woodward 
 
 
 
 
Standard References:  1,2,3,4,5,11,30,32,34,35 
 
 
    
 


