
Mather 
Herbert, James & William 

 
These three WW1 servicemen were all born in Edgworth, the sons of John James Mather of 
Entwistle and Sarah Derbyshire of Bradshaw, Bolton. Census and BMD records provide the 
family details:1,3,5 

Father:  John James Mather b. 1865 Entwistle d. 09/11/1936 
Mother:  Sarah Derbyshire b. 1865 Bradshaw d. 08/08/1941 

(John & Sarah were married at St Anne’s, Turton in 1888) 
 

Children: Herbert b. 1889 Edgworth 
William b. 1892 Edgworth 

  Ada  b. 1895 Edgworth 
  James  b. 1897 Edgworth 
  Annie  b. 1905 Edgworth 
 
The 1901 and 1911 Census returns show the family living at 455 Blackburn Road, Edgworth 
and father John is working as a labourer in the local Calico Printworks. 
In 1911, all three sons are doing the same work as their father and Ada is a Cotton Weaver. 
The three sons all served in WW1, but sadly both James and William were killed in action 
(see below). 
Ada married John Walmsley Philipson (see separate biography)  at St Anne’s, Turton in 1918. 
The family gravestone at St Anne’s, Turton confirms this information. 
 

 
 



 
When father John James Mather died probate was awarded to his wife Sarah4,32: 

 
When Sarah died probate was awarded as follows4:

 

James Mather 

(1897-1917) 
 

 



 

(Extracted from The Bolton Journal of October 5 1917)
36 

As stated above, James enlisted on 12th September 1916 in Preston, and was posted as a 
Gunner with the Royal Field Artillery. He was transferred to the 9th Battalion of The York & 
Lancaster Regiment and the British Expeditionary Force as a Private in January 1917. His 
Service Record states that James received a Gun Shot Wound to the chin and chest, 
presumably at Ypres in June 1917.2 The Commonwealth War Graves Commission Certificate 
for James states that he died on the 30th September 1917.15 

James is Remembered with Honour at the Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery in Belgium, and 
on the family gravestone at St Anne’s, Turton . 
James Mather was awarded The British War and Victory Medals. 

 
Source: http://www.lijssenthoek.be/en/adres/4211/-james-mather.html 

The text on the gravestone reads: 

http://www.lijssenthoek.be/en/adres/4211/-james-mather.html


40445 PRIVATE 
JAMES MATHER 

YORK & LANCASTER REGT. 
30TH SEPTEMBER 1917 AGE 20 

 
The photo below is in the collection at The Barlow, Edgworth. It is labelled ‘Jim Mather – 
Hob Lane’,  and  is probably of this James Mather. If it is, it must have been taken soon after 
he first enlisted with the Royal Field Artillery. The image seems to be very similar facially to 
that in the obituary above, and….. the address of 455 Blackburn Road, Edgworth, is actually 
at Hob Lane which fits the photo’s description. 
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The photo has now been confirmed as correct by a grandson of James’ brother Herbert. He, 
Philip Mather, has provided a further photo which is known to be of James and which was 
clearly taken at the same time as the above: 
 



 
 

War Record2 

 
The following additional information was obtained from James’ Service Record. 
At the time of his enlistment he was living at the family home of 455 Blackburn Road, 
Edgworth. He was transferred to France on 7th January 1917. 
After his death, his mother received a communication from the York & Lancaster Regiment 
stating that “In order that I may dispose of the plaque and scroll in commemoration of the 
soldier named ………. I have to request that the relevant information regarding the soldier’s 
relatives now living may be furnished on the form overleaf…...”. Below is a copy of the 
completed form31 

 



 
 
James’ father acknowledged receipt of James’ personal belongings in May 1918. They were 
listed as: ‘Six letters. Photos, 2 Pocket Books, Cig Case (Metal), French Dictionary, 1 Gilt Ring, 
Pocket Knife, 1 Cap Badge, 2 Purses, Buttons, Metal Mirror, Key.’ 
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Herbert Mather 

(1889-1964) 
 

 
 
 

No service record has been found for Herbert, but the above obituary for his brother James 
states that he was wounded at some point prior to October 1917. According to his 
grandson, Philip Mather (who kindly supplied the above photo), Herbert enlisted with The 
Loyal North Lancashire Regiment and then eventually transferred to the Military Police. This 
fits a Medal Roll Index Card for an H Mather which gives his LNLR service no. as 24543 and 
his Military Foot Police no. as P14378, and states that he was awarded The British War and 
Victory Medals.2  
Herbert married Eliza Collinson at St Anne’s, Turton, in 1915 and they subsequently had 2 
boys and 2 girls. 
Herbert died in 1964. At the time he and Eliza were living in Bury. 
 
When the father of these three men, John James Mather died, probate was awarded to his 
wife Sarah4,32: 

 
When Sarah died probate was awarded as follows: 

 



William Mather 
(1892-1916) 

 

 

“EDGWORTH GUARDSMAN KILLED” 
“The sad news has been received by Mr & Mrs James Mather of Blackburn Road, Edgworth, 
of the death in action of their son Private William Mather of the 1st Battalion Grenadier 
Guards. The intimation was conveyed to them in a letter from their son’s friend, who had 
been with him throughout training and was with him when death came. The writer gives no 
particulars beyond saying that death was instantaneous and caused by the bursting of a 
German shell in the trenches occupied by the company. It expressed touchingly the 
condolence of the company and gives a few details of the burial. Private Mather was 
exceedingly well known in Edgworth by the Know Mill Printing Company, Entwistle. It is 
notable that this firm now has four deaths to record since the outbreak of war. He was a 
Worshipper at St James’ Mission Church and attended the Sunday School there. He was also 
a member of the Know Mill Cricket Club. Private Mather was a young fellow of very fine 
physic who joined the Grenadier Guards on January ......... and trained at Caterham 

afterwards going to the Guards based at Havre and then on to the front. The utmost 
sympathy throughout Hob Lane, Edgworth and Turton for his parents, who are well known.” 
[Bolton Journal 18th February 1916]36 

 



War Record2 

 
Although no Service or Pension Record has been found for William, the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission Certificate15 confirms the above and states that William was serving 
with the 1st Battalion of the Grenadier Guards (service no. 21902), and that he is 
Remembered with Honour at Rue-Du-Bacquerot (13th London) Graveyard, Laventie. His 
Medal Roll Index Card indicates that he was transferred to France on 6th November 1915 
and consequently was awarded the 1915 Star Medal. He also received the British War and 
Victory Medals. 
The following references to William were found in the obituary of his friend, Private Sam 
Holden, published in The Bolton Journal 14 April 1916:36
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Researcher:   Alan Woodward 
 
 
Standard References:  1,2,3,4,5,15,30,31,32 
 


