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Patrick Basil Barlow (who seems to have been known as Basil) was born in Bloomsbury, 
London in 1885.  He was the son of Sir Thomas and Lady Ada Barlow who married on 28 
December 1880 in London.(3) 

 
Sir Thomas had been born in Brandwood Fold, Edgworth in 1845 and was the son of 
Lancashire cotton manufacturer, James Barlow (1819-1887), who lived in Greenthorne, 
Edgworth.   
 
The family became extremely wealthy and were well known as philanthropists, funding 
charities connected with the Methodist church including the National Children’s Home and 
Orphanage at Crowthorn and also created The Barlow Institute in 1909.  (Further 
information about the National Children’s Home and Orphanage can be found on this 
website) 



Brandwood Fold Farmhouse 
showing a plaque on the 
gable end commemorating 
the birthplace of Sir Thomas 
Barlow. (17) 

 
Sir Thomas became a 
registrar at Great Ormond 
Street Hospital, and later a 
physician and in 1899 a 
consultant.  He was 
professor at the UCL from 
1895 to 1907, initially of 
paediatrics and later of 
clinical medicine.   
 
 
He was Royal Physician to Queen Victoria (attending her on her death) and also King Edward 
VII and King George V.   Barlow disease, a form of infantile scurvy caused by malnutrition is 
named after him.  
 
In 1902 he was created a Baronet, of Wimpole Street in St Marylebone in the County of 
London.  Further information about Sir Thomas Barlow can be found here:  
http://europepmc.org/articles/PMC1036751/pdf/medhist00042-0115.pdf 
www.barlowgenealogy.com/england/royalty/SirTB.htm 

 

Family History1,3,5 

 
An analysis of Census and BMD data1,3 and reference to the barlowgenealogy website shows 
that Basil's immediate family was as follows: 
 
Father:  Sir Thomas Barlow, 1st Baronet KCVO FRS FRCP (Nov 4 1845 – Jan 15 1945) 
 
Mother: Lady Ada Helen Barlow (nee Dalmahoy) 
 
Siblings:  Sir James Alan Noel Barlow, 2nd Baronet (1881-1968), who married 

  Emma Nora Darwin, the granddaughter of Charles Darwin. 
   
  Sir Thomas Dalmahoy Barlow (1883-1964) 
   
  Helen Alice Dorothy Barlow (1887-1975) 
   
  Gertrude Mary Barlow (1888-1889) 
 
Sir James Alan Noel Barlow became 2nd Secretary of the Treasury 1938-48. 
 

http://europepmc.org/articles/PMC1036751/pdf/medhist00042-0115.pdf
http://www.barlowgenealogy.com/england/royalty/SirTB.htm


 
Sir Thomas Barlow with his sons (ca.1888) - from left to right - Alan, Basil and Thomas(16) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The Barlow family on holiday at 
Interlaken.  Basil in the middle.  
Picture from Barlow family 
collection 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Following the death of James and Alice Barlow, Sir Thomas was instrumental in the opening 
of The Barlow Memorial Institute in Edgworth, which continues to this day: 
 
“On Saturday afternoon of October 30th 1909, the Barlow Memorial Institute in Edgworth 
was officially opened in an atmosphere of great celebration and communal pride. This “large 
and handsome building” was the result of a private benefaction and dedicated to the 
memory of James and Alice Barlow by their children, most notably Sir Thomas Barlow. 
 
The Recreation Ground consisted of a bowling green, a cricket pitch, an open air swimming 
pool, tennis courts, a football pitch, a maze, and a decorative park complete with boating 
lake. A ten acre site centred on the Institute dedicated to outdoor and indoor recreation of 
all types. 
 
While the Recreation Grounds catered for the physical welfare of the local residents, the 
Institute catered for their minds and spirits with its reading rooms, library, lecture hall, 
gymnasium, billiard room and coffee room. Public baths were provided and welfare schemes 
put in place to support the more needy members of the community “no matter of what 
creed or politics”. 
 
When Sir Alan Barlow, the eldest son of Sir Thomas died, his wife Nora – who lived to the 
grand old age of 103 – bequeathed their family home, “The Orchard” in Cambridge, to the 
University.  It became New Hall College now Murray Edwards College.  
 
Nora, Sir Thomas’s daughter-in-law carried the maiden name of Darwin - she was the 
granddaughter of Sir Charles Darwin. This links the Barlow family through marriage to a 
dynasty that includes the names of Wedgwood, Huxley and the composer Ralph Vaughn 
Williams.  The eminent poet Ruth Padel, nominated as Poet Laureate, is the granddaughter 
of Sir Thomas Barlow.” (www.thebarlow.co.uk).   
 
Sir Thomas died in 1945, leaving an estate worth the equivalent of £8.5 million today (32) 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thebarlow.co.uk/


(Patrick) Basil Barlow 
 
The 1891 Census shows the family living at 10 Wimpole Street, Marylebone, London with six 
servants.  In 1901 Basil is listed as a 'Boarder' at Malborough College, and in 1911 he is living 
on his own (apart from 1 servant) at 17 Chorley New Road, Bolton and is 'Employed in 
management of cotton spinning and weaving mills'. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Basil Barlow as a young man 
– picture from Barlow Family 
archive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Patrick) Basil was educated at Marlborough and New College, Oxford, but then followed in 
his grandfather’s footsteps by becoming a Director of Barlow & Jones Ltd., Cotton Spinners 
and Manufacturers. The Company had three mills in Bolton and two in Edgworth; one on 
Wellington Road and one in Vale Street.  The picture below shows New College, Oxford.(18) 

 

 



In World War 1 Basil enlisted as a Private with The Grenadier Guards, but he sadly died of 
wounds incurred on 18 January 1917, aged 32. He is remembered with honour at the St 
Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen, France, on the memorial outside Edgworth Methodist 
Church, on the Bolton County Borough Roll of Honour and on the war memorial in the 
chapel at New College, Oxford. 
 

 
 

The Chapel, New College, Oxford(18) 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The War Memorial in the chapel at New College, Oxford, commemorating 268 names.(18) 

 
“Men worthy of all they learned here and an example to all who come after them” 

 
 
 
 



Basil’s obituary in the Bolton Journal & Gazette bears out the truth of that inscription and 
reads as follows:36 

 

 

 
regretted by a wide circle of friends and admirers. 

 
An entry into “The Marlburian” – the  magazine of Marlborough College, dated 17th 
February 1917 records the cause of death as follows: 
 
“Barlow, Private Patrick Basil, Grenadier Guards, M.A., Oxon, died on January 18th of 
blood poisoning following on trench feet, youngest son of Sir Thomas Barlow, Bart. At M.C. 
September, 1898—July, 1902. (Cotton House)”(21) 



 
 
 
 
 
Basil is also commemorated in 
two other places.  On the right is 
the memorial tablet in Barlow 
Park, Bolton, which was placed 
there by employees of Barlow 
and Jones.  (19) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
He also appears on the war memorial at Manor Waste, 
Wendover, Buckinghamshire.   
 
 
At first glance it might seem strange that a man who lived and 
worked in Bolton should be remembered in Buckinghamshire, 
but this was where his parents, Sir Thomas and Lady Ada 
Barlow were living at the end of the war in a house named 
“Boswells”.  A picture of the house has not been included as it 
is subject to copyright, but can be accessed here:  
 

 
 
 

(20) 

 

http://viewfinder.historicengland.org.uk/search/reference.aspx?uid=215900&index=528&mainQu
ery=Tiles%20Bedford%20Hospital&searchType=any&form=home 

 
Letters that Basil sent home to his family are in the archives of the Wellcome Library, 
London. 
 

 

http://viewfinder.historicengland.org.uk/search/reference.aspx?uid=215900&index=528&mainQuery=Tiles%20Bedford%20Hospital&searchType=any&form=home
http://viewfinder.historicengland.org.uk/search/reference.aspx?uid=215900&index=528&mainQuery=Tiles%20Bedford%20Hospital&searchType=any&form=home


War Record2 

 
No Service Record has been found for Basil, but his Medal Rolls Index Card shows that he 
was awarded the British War and Victory Medals.2 

 

 

 

Grave reference: 0 IV 0 1 (15) 



 
 
Basil’s probate shows that his effects would be equivalent to around £770,000 today.(32)  It 
must have been a cause of great pain to his family that the son of an eminent physician 
should have died from an entirely preventable illness. 
 

 
 
Basil in uniform - Photograph from Barlow Family Archive 

 
Research:    Alan Woodward, Linda Spencer 
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