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The Raby Family in Chapeltown – Cousins Who Went to War 
 
Thomas Raby, a coal miner, was born in 1849; his brother James in 1853.  
They were the sons of a blacksmith and lived at Bridge Street, Over 
Darwen.  They married, had families and lived in Chapeltown.  These two 
families produced cousins who went to war: (1) 

 
Thomas, a coal miner, married Alice and they lived at 80 High Street, 
Chapeltown and later at 78.  He and Alice had 8 children, including Thomas 
Raby, a printer’s labourer at the calico print works; 23 years old in 1911.  
Thomas had one elder brother (who was 39 at the outbreak of the war) 
and six sisters(1). 
 
Meanwhile brother James, living at 81 High Street, was a mason’s labourer.  
He married Elizabeth Louisa, who came from Glasgow and they had 
children Ambrose, Annie, William, John and James Henry.  By 1911 
Elizabeth has died and James was a “jobber”(1).                                                             (23) 

 
In 1911 Ambrose was working as a “Plaiter” in the Print Works; as were his two elder 
brothers John and James Henry.  He also had a younger brother, William who would have 
been 14 at the start of the war and a sister, Annie, who would have been 18 when the war 
started.  His father died in 1914; his mother had died in 1905.(18)(1)  Both Ambrose and one 
of his brothers J Raby are listed as players in the Turton Tigers Football Team of 1912-13. 
 
 Family of James Raby - 1911 Census – 81 High Street, Turton(1) 
      
 Name     Age  Occupation 
 
 James Raby (Father)     57  Jobber 
 John Raby    22  Labourer, Print Works 
 James Henry Raby   21  Calendover, Print Works 
 Ambrose Raby   18  Plaiter, Print Works 
 Annie     15      
 William    11  School  
 



The Winkfield family tree tells us that James Henry died in 1972 and William in 1971.(16) 

Their other brother, John, could have enlisted but there is no record of this.  However, he is 
buried in St. Anne’s, Turton and died on 24th May 1919 aged 30.(35) 

 
Thomas, Ambrose, William and James Henry were all caught up in the war effort.  Ambrose 
paid the ultimate price.  The others survived 
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War Record 
 
Ambrose attested at Bolton on 28 September 1914.  He was in good condition physically, 5 
foot 6 inches tall, 124 lbs, with a fresh complexion and grey eyes.(22)   He was in A Company, 
10th Battalion, Loyal North Lancashire Regiment (16780) and landed in Boulogne from 
England on 1st August 1915.  In the few months that followed he was promoted to Lance 
Corporal.  0n 21st September 1915, Ambrose was shot dead whilst returning to the line.  The 
daily diary entry refers: 
 
“At 01.15 hrs, whilst 2nd Lieutenant Claude Arthur Stephen Bidwell was returning from a 
listening post through his newly-cut wire opening, four Germans suddenly leapt up close to 
him.  He challenged them and they fired at point-blank range killing him instantly.  Lance 
Corporal Ambrose Raby was also mortally wounded.”(18) 

 
Ambrose died of his wounds at 7.00 am that morning in 49 FA Bienvilliers.(22) 

 
He is buried at the Bienvillers Military Cemetery(19) and also remembered on a gravestone in 
St. Anne’s Churchyard, Turton.  (Grave P16), where his mother, father and eldest brother 
are buried.  His gravestone says he was 22, whereas the official record says he was 21.(35)(21) 
 
According to the UK Army Registers of Soldiers’ Effects, the war gratuity paid on the death 
of Ambrose was divided between his brothers John, James and William and sister Annie.  
Each received 16s and 4d, apart from Annie who received 16s and 3d!  This appears to have 
been paid in 1919 which shows that all his brothers survived(2)

. 
 

James Henry Raby 
 
The Bolton Roll of Honour records Ambrose’s elder brother James Henry Raby, who was also 
in the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment (24038), but was discharged as medically unfit on 
17th June 1916.   He enlisted on 7th December 1915 and no reason is given as to why he was 
unfit.  His record simply stated “that he was not likely to make an efficient soldier”, which 
could simply have been for health reasons.  (Men could be recorded as “not likely to make 
an efficient soldier” when they had flat feet).(2)(20) 

 

Thomas Raby 
 
Thomas was the eldest son of Thomas and Alice Raby.  In 1911 he was living at 78 High 
Street, Chapeltown and was working as a printer’s labourer at the calico print works.(1) In 
the second photo below Thomas holds the rank of Lance Corporal.  On his left sleeve he has 
a Good Conduct Chevron denoting two years Service with good Conduct, he also has a 
Wound Stripe, indicating that he was officially listed as Wounded during his service.(7)  No 
service record exists for him, but he would have been 26 at the outbreak of war and 
volunteered. He survived the experience, unlike his first cousin Ambrose.  The first photo 
shows the cap badge of the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment.  Ambrose’s obituary refers to 
his cousin being in the same battalion. 
 



 
  
Two pictures of Thomas Raby.  On the left, a photograph from the Howard Collection 
supplied by Bolton Museum and Library Service.  On the right, the photo from the 
collection at The Barlow, Edgworth.  The second photo is taken at least two years after the 
first one.    

  
 
 
        
 
 
 
Elizabeth Hannah Raby – sister of Thomas and 
cousin of Ambrose(24) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



William “Billy” Raby 
 
William Raby was born on 15th June 1899 (16).  There are no service records for Billy and no 
indication of his regiment.  Young men were not supposed to be posted abroad until the age 
of 19, so he may not have gone to France.  Billy survived and married in 1926.(16) All we have 
is this photograph. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Billy Raby(30) 

 
 
 
 



(postcard from P. Harwood collection, showing High Street where the Raby families lived) 
 

 
Turton Tigers FC 1912-13 – Junior Shield Winners.  Bottom Left, John Raby, Ambrose Raby. 



 

 

Grave reference:  II. A. 2. 
(15) 

 



 
 
(Ref: 18)                  (Ref 21) 
 
(Ref:  21)  Ambrose commemorated on his parents’ gravestone at St. Anne’s Church, Turton. 
He is also on the memorial at St. Anne’s Church, Turton and the Bolton County Borough Roll 
of Honour.(20) He was entitled to three medals – the British Medal, Victory Medal and 1915 
Star (awarded for service before 31st December 1915).(2)  
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