
  
 

Prince Garfield Railton 

(1885 –1917) 

Ernest Railton 

(1879 – 1950) 
 

 
(16) 

 
War Record (2) 

 
Prince Garfield Railton served with Lancashire Fusiliers (2)(16) as a private.  His regimental 
number was 19091.  The battalions he served with were 2nd, 3rd and 1st in that order, all with 
the same regimental number.   He was awarded the Victory and British War Medals and the 
1914-15 Star (awarded if served in a Theatre of War before 31.12.15).  Unfortunately he was 
killed in action on 17th April, 1917.(15)  No service record has been found. 
 

His obituary in the Bolton Journal reads:  “Mrs Railton, ? Birches Road, Turton, has been 
officially informed of the death in action on April 17th of her husband Pte Prince Garfield 
Railton, Lancashire Fusiliers.  He had been previously wounded on the Somme, having been 
in the army since April 27th, 1915.  He was 34 years of age, and formerly worked at the 
Edgworth Spinning Company’s mill, his name being on the Roll of Honour at St. Anne’s 
Church.  Mrs. Railton has six brothers in the army”(19) 

 

He is commemorated on the Arras Memorial (Bay 5) and is also remembered on St. Anne’s 
War Memorial.(15) 

 



  
 

The Arras Memorial commemorates almost 35,000 servicemen from the United Kingdom, 
South Africa and New Zealand who died in the Arras sector between the spring of 1916 and  
7 August 1918, the eve of the Advance to Victory, and have no known grave. The most 
conspicuous events of this period were the Arras offensive of April-May 1917, and the 
German attack in the spring of 1918.(15)   

 
The War Diaries of the 1st Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers give some information.  An entry 
on 17th April 1917 (date of death) at Monchy-le-Preux states: 
 
“The intelligence report (attached 8) for this day describes a bombing encounter which took 
place between patrols on the night 17/18.  Otherwise the day passed quietly and the 
casualties, though still rather severe, were lighter – four men being killed and 17 
wounded”(20) 

 
Intelligence Report 8(21) 

 
PATROLS:  A patrol went out from F9 ...... to reconnoitre immediately in front.  Another 
dump was discovered 30 yards further up the road and behind that a trench running from 
road North to Arrow Head Copse.  On approaching this trench, 2 Boches appeared and later 
12 more.  The patrol bombed this party and fired the Lewis Gun, but owing to a jam, had to 
retire to first .......  Further gun was sent up and..... drove back the enemy west ....... Enemy is 
still in 2nd dump and trench.  The enemy were heard digging just south of road about .....  
The post consider the enemy is creeping forward gradually and digging in. 
 
Another patrol sent out from Post... towards Arrow Head Copse report a trench lightly held 
running north from copse.  They discovered the trench unexpectedly by a flare being sent up 
from it.  No hostile movement observed in Copse. 
 

Family History 
 
Prince Garfield Railton married Sarah Alice Greenwood.  They married in the first quarter of 
1906 in Prestwich, Lancashire (3)   

 

1911 Census – family living at 36 Vale Street, Edgworth(1) 

 
Head: Prince Garfield Railton, General Labourer at print works born 1885 in Leyland 
 Sarah Alice Railton      born 1884 in Edgworth 
 
Household: 

Albert, son   born 1905 in Edgworth 
Violet, daughter  born 1907 in Edgworth 
Ethel, daughter  born 1910 in Edgworth 
Thomas Sculley, dyer on jigs born 1864 in Edgworth (a cousin, he was single) 
 

Five of Sarah Alice’s brothers have been researched in this project.  John (Jack), Richard, 
Robert, Thomas (Tom) and William Greenwood 



  
 

 
 

(15)  Grave Reference – Bay 5 

 



  
 

Prince Garfield Railton with his Greenwood Brothers-in-Law 
 

 
 

Fine Record for Turton Family 

“A fine record is held by Mr and Mrs Greenwood, of Stone Mill Cottages, Turton, who can 
proudly point to five soldier sons and a son-in-law, all joined since the war (see Greenwood 
biography)  ..................  The son-in-law is Prince Garfield Railton, whose father was a soldier 
and received wounds in the Boer War of 1881.  He receives his name from President 
Garfield.* He has a brother in the service in Sicily, and has lost one on a mine-sweeper.  He is 
with the Lancashire Fusiliers at Hull.  Lord Derby has sent his congratulations to them “on 
the great patriotism of their family”.  (Bolton Journal and Guardian, Friday, July 16, 1915)(16) 

* US President assassinated 1881. 

 
The Railton Family 

 
Family History 
 

1891 Census – family living at 108 Church Road, Lytham (1) 

 
Head: John Railton  General Labourer born 1841 in Fleetwood 
 Ann Railton    born 1849 in Fleetwood 
 
Household: 

 
Ernest   son   born 1879 in Fleetwood 
Josephine  daughter  born 1882 in Fleetwood 
Ezekial   son   born 1883 in Fleetwood 
Prince Garfiel  son   born 1885 in Leyland 

 
According to a report in Bolton Journal & Guardian dated 16.07.1915 John was a soldier who 
received wounds in the First Boer War of 1881.  Two other brothers are mentioned:  one 
being in Sicily and one having been lost on a minesweeper. 
 



  
 

At first sight it would appear that the two brothers referred to are Ernest and Ezekial.  
However, that is not the case: 
 

Ezekial (b:  1883) worked in a stone quarry in Dilworth, Lancashire and died in 1904.(1,3) 
 
Ernest John David Railton appears on the 1911 census, married with 4 young children 

 
1911 Census – Family living at 4 Garfield Street, Fleetwood 
 
Head:   Earnest Railton  age 31   Fisherman at sea 

Ellen (nee Leadbetter)(17)    age 30   Laundress 
 

Household:   
 
Violet   daughter,    age 8 
Nellie     daughter,    age 5 
Alice      daughter,    age 2 
Margaret   daughter,    age 7 months 

 
Ernest did serve in the war.  Like many fishermen, he joined the Royal Navy Reserve.  He was 
called upon in July 1918 and served on Halcyon II, being demobilised in April 1919.  There is 
a reference to service prior to entering the reserve, so perhaps he had been in the navy 
previously. (22)  Depending on what you read, Halcyon II was variously a minesweeper, a 
converted trawler or a commercial fishing vessel under naval control.  It seems to have 
operated out of Hull into the North Sea.  Minesweeping was definitely the poor relation.  For 
an excellent description of minesweeping operations in the North Sea go to 
www.twosmallshipsfromworldwar1.org.uk. 
 
Ernest died in 1950 in the Fylde area.(18) 

            
However, the mystery of the two other brothers remains.  No trace has been found of 
either.  The fact that one was on a minesweeper, suggests that he was also involved in 
fishing.  Any ideas? 
 
 
 

Research:   Irene Spencer, Linda Spencer 
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