
Edward and Albert 
Ramsbottom 

 

Edward and Albert Ramsbottom were brothers; the sons of Simon and Sarah Emma 
Ramsbottom. They were born in Edgworth in 1892 and 1894 and were the cousins of John 
Ramsbottom and nephews of Thomas (see previous biographies). (1)  Neither of their 
photographs is amongst the collection in The Barlow.  
 
In 1901 the census shows them living at 1 Overhouses. (1) Simon was working as a railway 
porter and was now a widower as Sarah Emma had died the previous March aged only 41.  
They had married in 1885. (3) 
 
At this time Edward was 9 and Albert 7, they had an older brother Charles aged 13 who 
worked at the calico print works, an older sister Louisa aged 11, Robert 7, twin to Albert, 
Emma aged 4 and Joe aged 2.(1) 
 
By 1911 the family were living at 115 Bolton Road.  Simon is still working as a railway porter. 
Louisa is 21; her occupation is not stated so she is probably caring for the house and family.  
Charles is no longer at home and Edward, Albert and Robert are all working at the Calico 
Print Works.  Emma and Joe are attending school. (1) 
 
The service records do not survive for Edward or Albert although Edward’s pension record 
still exists.  This shows that he enlisted on 16th November 1914, that he had a fair 
complexion with blue eyes and dark brown hair.  He was 5 feet and 4 inches tall and was 26 
years and I month old.  He was first enlisted into the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment and 
then the Machine Gun Corps.   (Service No:  15909).  His pension record shows that he was 
discharged from the army as he was ’no longer physically fit for war’.  This was following a 
bullet wound to his right thigh which had caused some paralysis and loss of sensation. (2) 
 
His military character was said to be good and he was described as ‘sober and well 
conducted during his service and is discharged on account of a gunshot wound to his right 
thigh’.  He served in France for 3 years and 211 days; from 1st April 1914 until 26th April 
1917.  He was awarded the Victory and British War medals. (2)  He was also awarded the 
Silver War Badge on 14th June 1918, which he could wear to show that he had served and 
was no longer fit.  This avoided any suggestion that he had not been involved in the war. 
 
None of Albert’s service or pension records survive, but his medal roll shows that he was 
also awarded the Victory and British War medal. (2) 
 
 
 
 



 
Albert’s Prisoner of War Card still exists and shows that 
he was also in the Machine Gun Corps.  (Service No:  
31548).  He was captured at Villers-Guislain a village 16 
kilometres south of Cambrai. It was held by 
Commonwealth Forces until it was seized by the 
Germans on the 1st of December 1917 following the 
Battle of Cambrai.   
 
Albert was captured on the 30th November.  He was 
held in the Prisoner of War camp at Minden which is in 
Germany.(16) 
 
However he is mentioned in a newspaper article from 
The Bolton Journal and Guardian dated 17th January 
1919.   
 
This describes welcome home celebrations for 
prisoners of war at the Barlow Institute.(5)  
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