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John Ramsbottom was born in 1896 in Edgworth to Mary and Ralph Ramsbottom.  Ralph 
was the brother of Thomas Ramsbottom and was also from Edgworth (see separate 
biography).  The 1901 census shows the family living at 6 Isherwood Fold.  John had an older 
brother William who was 8 and a younger sister Mary aged 2 years.  His father was 
employed as a labourer at the calico print works. (1) Sadly the family had lost a son, James, in 
1898 at nine months (3) 



In 1911 they were still living at 6 Isherwood Fold. The census states that Ralph is now a cloth 
porter and William and, John now 15, are cloth platers at the calico print works. John’s sister 
Mary is now 12 and they have been joined by Ellen 8, Ann 7, Elizabeth 4, and Alice 2.(1) 

The memorial card states that John enlisted with the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment in 
October 1915 and that he was a private.  His soldier’s effects record show that he was in the 
1/ 5th Battalion (Territorial Force). (2) 

The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 

The regiment was formed in 1881 from an amalgamation of battalions 47th and 81st 
regiment of foot.  It was one of seven that recruited in Lancashire.   The 1/5th Battalion 
(Territorials) to which John belonged was formed in Bolton in August 1914 as part of the 
North Lancashire Brigade in the West Lancashire Division.  They earned battle honours at 
Ypres, Somme, Guillemont, Ginchy, Flers-Courclette, Morval, Arras, Pilckem, Menin Wood, 
Cambrai, Canal du Nord and France and Flanders.(13)  

The Territorial Forces had been formed in 1908 from part time volunteer units and the 
militia.  They remained part time and were nicknamed ‘Saturday Night Soldiers’.  Their role 
started as home defence but units were able to volunteer to serve overseas during war 
time, although fewer than 10% did so. (16)  

War Record 

Although none of John’s service records survive, his medal roll exists showing he was 
awarded the Victory and British medals. The Victory was given to those who had been 
mobilised, fought and served in a theatre of war.  The British medal was awarded to those 
who had served between 5th August 1914 and 11th November 1918; it was automatically 
awarded to those who died on active service. (2) 

John sadly did not survive the war.  He died from gunshot wounds in France at the age of 20 
on 6th September 1916 having served in France for only a few weeks.  He is buried in Etaples 
Military Cemetery.  The army register of soldier’s effects show that John died in No 1 
Canadian General Hospital from wounds and £2 13s 9d were left to his father Ralph.(2)   

A photograph exists which is thought to be of John. He is wearing the Loyal North Lancashire 
Regiment cap badge and the T for Territorial can be seen clearly on his epaulette.  He is 
standing on a wooden bridge behind the Barlow Institute. (14) 
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