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Thomas Ramsbottom was born in Edgworth in 1879. He was the son of William and Esther 
who were born in Entwistle.  
 
The census of 1881 shows Thomas aged two and living at 202 Overhouses with his parents 
and seven siblings.  His oldest two brothers, Simon aged 18 and John 16 were both porters 
at the railway station and brothers Amos aged 14 and Ralph, 12 were labourers at the Print 
Works.  The last three siblings, Pickup aged 8, Mary 6 and Esther 4 were all scholars. His 
father was working as a platelayer on the railway. (1) 



The 1891 Census shows that the family were living at 180 Bolton Road and Thomas’ father 
was now working as a labourer.  Simon was no longer living at home having married in 1885.  
John 26 was a printsman, Amos 24, Ralph 22 and Pickup 18 were labourers; Mary 16 and 
Esther 14 were cotton weavers and Thomas, 12, was a tenter.  They had also been joined by 
a little sister Martha aged 9.  (1)  
 
By 1901 the family were living at 119 Bolton Road; William was 69 and working as a railway 
labourer, his wife was 61 and Esther, Thomas and Martha were still living at home. Thomas 
now aged 22 was a postman and Esther a cotton weaver. Martha was stated as being ‘at 
home’. (1) 
 
On 28th March 1910 Thomas married Jane Isherwood at St Anne’s Church.(3)  The 1911 
census shows that they were living at 283 Bolton Road and had been married for one year 
Thomas was still working as a postman. (1) 

 
On the 3rd of December 1915 Thomas attested at Preston for the duration of the war. He 
initially  joined  the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment. His attestation Records describe him 
as being 5 feet and 2 ¼ inches tall with a 33 inch chest expansion. They also show that he 
now had two daughters; Margaret born on 10th October 1911 and Annie born 6th August 
1913 and that his wife was his next of kin. Thomas was mobilised  on the 17.6.16 and was 
posted on the 21.6.16.  On the 16th October 1916 he was transferred to the East Lancashire 
Regiment.  He disembarked from Devonport and arrived  in Salonika on 4.11.16. (2) 
 

 
East Lancashire Regiment. 

 
The East Lancashire Regiment recruited mainly from the East Lancashire towns of Blackburn, 
Burnley, Nelson, Colne and Accrington. During the First World War it expanded to 17 
battalions and saw service on the Western Front, Gallipoli, Mesopotamia, Egypt and 
Macedonia.(7) 
 

 
 

The East Lancashire Regiment (30th and 59th of Foot)(7) 

 
 



Thomas joined the 9th Battalion.  This was a service battalion which was formed in 
September 1914 in Preston.  It was under the command of 65th Brigade which was part of 
22nd Division.  It served on the Western Front from September to November 1915 and then 
Salonika from November 1915 until 1918. (8)  
 

The Salonika Campaign 1915-18 (Macedonian Campaign) 

 
This is a little known campaign which started in 1915, and took place in  the mountainous 
terrain of the Balkans in an area bordering Macedonia and Greece. The campaign followed 
an appeal from the Serbs who had been attacked by joint German, Bulgarian and Austro-
Hungarian forces.  Anglo-French forces began to land in the Greek port of Salonika (modern 
day Thessalonika) on the 5th of October 1915 and then proceded to the Serbian frontier,  
however the intervention was too late and  they  were pushed back to Salonika.   This was 
then heavily fortified  and became known as the “bird cage” due to the huge amounts of 
barbed wire used.  (9) 
 
The 22nd division started to embark on 27th October 1915 and were sent to replace French 
troops.  However they  were very inexperienced as they had only spent a few months 
fighting in France; they also arrived at the beginning of winter.  Winter in this area was  
severe and by mid-winter many of the troops were sick due to extreme cold and damp.  
These problems were compounded by difficult terrain, poor infrastructure and lack of 
equipment and pack animals.  The War Office had sent their best equipment to France 
seeing the Western Front as a priority.  The allocation of heavy artillery to the Salonika Front 
was tiny compared with that for France and Flanders and was inappropriate for the terrain; 
they sent too many guns and not enough howitzers which would have been better suited 
for mountainous areas.  (10)  
              
In the July before Thomas arrived, the Bulgarians had attempted to invade Greece but had 
been  pushed back by the Allies.  However they had then fortified the hills around Salonika.   
At the beginning of October 1916, the British began operations in the River Struma area. 
The campaign was a success with the capture of the Rupell Pass which allowed  forces to 
advance towards the city of Serres. The first battle of Doiran occcured from 22nd April until 
8th May 1917.  The aim of this was to capture Bulgarian positions which lay above Lake 
Doiran. The offensive was a failure and trench warfare continued until the autumn of 1918. 
At the beginning of 1918 the Allied forces hoped for a major offensive to end the war in the 
Balkans. This began in July 1918 but the British did not play a large role until September 
when they attacked fortifications in the hills.  On the 18th September the Second Battle of 
Doiran began which involved the 65th division who with others  launched an attack on ‘’Pip 
Ridge’’. This was a 2000 foot montain ridge which had been heavily fortified by the 
Bulgarians during 1916/17. The battle was a disaster for the British with heavy casualties. 
(11) 

 
War Record 
 
Thomas’ service records do not contain a lot of information, however his pension records 
hold more details. They show that he joined his battalion on 24th November 1916 and that 
he had quite a few hospital admissions during his service.   



The first occurred on the 29th April 1917 when he was wounded in action and suffering from 
shell shock.  He was admiitted to 21st Casualty Clearing Station and then to hospital until 21st 
May 1917, when he was sent to No 2 Base Depot, he rejoined his battalion on 10th of June.  
He was again admitted on the April 13th 1918, first to a field ambulance and then to a 
casualty clearing station although it does not state why at this point.  He is then admitted to 
hospital and diagnosed with malaria. (2)  
    
Malaria was a huge problem in this part of the Balkans during the summer months as the 
terrain was marshy with stagnant pools.  In 1917 63,396 out of 100,000 men had been 
affected by malaria, many would suffer serious relapses for many years following the end of 
the war.  This caused serious undermanning; battalion rifle strengths were rarely above 500. 
Enteric diseases such as dysentry were also common as sanitary arrangements were poor. 
According to the Balkan News;  
 

”By Summer 1918 the Salonika Army was full of listless, anaemic,unhappy sallow 
men whose lives were a physical burden to them… who circulated backwards and 
forwards between hospital and convalescent camps, passing only a few days at work 
with their units.”(13) 

 
Thomas was not admitted to hospital again until 31st December 1918.  His records state 
NYD, meaning not yet diagnosed, however this was used when shell shock was 
suspected.(14)  He also had an injury to his thigh.  On the 27th January  1919 he was 
classified  as ‘’E’’  with general debility.  To be classified as category E a soldier had to be 
unfit for categories A to C, and not likely to be fit within 6 months.  He was then sent  back 
to the UK. However he was not dischaged and a note at the bottom of his pension record 
states 
 

“posted 8.3.19. not available for theatre of war where malaria prevelent viz Salonika, 
Mesopotamia,Egypt or East Africa.’’   

 
Finally on 19th April 1919 Thomas was transferred to Class Z.  This was the army reserve for 
Demobilization.  This gave them a residual duty for recall during the peace talks with 
Germany.  Thomas had served for three years and 138 days and was awarded the Victory 
and British War medals.(2) 
 
In later years Thomas is shown as still living at 183 Bolton Road, he is still a postman.  His 
brother Simon is living at 115 Bolton Road and brother Ralph is at 6 Isherwood Fold. His 
sister Martha is at 97 Bolton Road (Kettle Row) running  a confectionery shop.  Sadly she 
dies on the 19th July 1935 having drowned in the Black Rock Resevoir which was located 
behind Bolton Road.(10) 
 
Thomas  died on 4th February 1957, according to his probate record he was living at 183 
Bolton Road.  He left £641 6s 5d to his daughters Annie and Margaret.(4) 
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British wounded in a tented ward of a military hospital at Salonika, 1916. 
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