
Thomas, John, Joseph and 
James Ramwell (1,3) 

 
Thomas and Betty Ramwell (both born 1801) married and were listed as living at Brandwood 
Fold from 1841 onwards (first entry ‘Rammell’).  They were ‘farmers of 40 acres’, but 
Thomas died sometime before the 1851 records and Betty was left to run the farm.  
Between 1827 and 1837, the couple produced 6 children; Peggy, *John – born 1828, *James 
– born 1831, Thomas, Alice and Mary. 
 
*John went on to marry Elizabeth (nee Crawshaw) and they lived at Brandwood Fold from 
1861 onwards.  Between 1857 and 1875, the couple produced 8 children; Mary, Elizabeth, 
Thomas – born 1860, Eliza, George – born 1865, John, James and Joseph. 
 

Thomas went on to marry Ellen (nee Isherwood). Between 1884 and 1896 they 
produced 4 children; Jane Alice (died aged 3), John James (died aged 9 months, 3 
weeks), John (died aged 6 months) and Thomas – born 1896.  Thomas Ramwell is the 
first of four soldiers noted hereafter. 
 
George went on to marry Mary.  Between 1896 and 1909 the couple produced 6 
children; John – born 1896, Joseph – born 1898, Elizabeth (died aged 5), William (died 
aged 4), Henry (died aged 2) and Frederick.  The three children who died all did so 
within 6 days of each other - between 26th October and 1st November 1905.  They are 
buried in St Anne’s graveyard with their parents in a grave immediately next to the 
grave of George’s brother Thomas and family - which includes their own three children 
who also died in infancy (35). 
 
John and Joseph Ramwell are the second and third soldiers noted hereafter.  They are 
brothers to each other and direct cousins of Thomas Ramwell.  John and Elizabeth are 
their shared grandparents. 

 
*James went on to marry Margaret (nee Helme) and lived at The White Horse as ‘innkeeper 
and farmer of 20 acres’, from 1861 onwards.  Between 1860 and 1862 they produced 2 
children; Benjamin – born 1860 and James. By 1891 they had moved to 1 Sharples Meadow. 
 

Benjamin went on to marry Alice (nee Seddon).  Between 1885 and 1893 they had 3 
children; Margaret, Mary (died aged 3 yrs) and James – born 1893. 
 
James Ramwell is the fourth soldier noted hereafter.  His grandfather James is the 
brother of John – grandfather to all three of the other Ramwell soldiers.  This makes 
him second cousin to the other three.  All 4 soldiers share the same great 
grandparents – Thomas and Betty. 

 



Thomas Ramwell 
(1895 - 1947) 

 

Family History 
 
Thomas’s parents were Ellen (nee Isherwood) and Thomas Ramwell, born 1860 and 
originally from Brandwood Fold.  Thomas is listed as being a farm servant and Ellen a calico 
worker (1). The couple’s first child, Jane Alice was born in 1884 but died at the age of 3.  The 
couple was married at St Anne’s Church in 1891 and the same year saw the birth of their 
second child John James, born in mid July.  John James also died, aged 9 months and 3 
weeks.  Sadly, a further child John died aged 6 months in January of 1896.  These children 
share a grave with their parents within St Anne’s churchyard (35).   
 
One of their four children did however survive, Thomas who was born 17th April 1895.  By 
1901, the census included Thomas who was by then, 5 years old and the family had moved 
to The Black Bull.  They are listed as ‘beersellers – own account’, so effectively the landlords.  
 
Young Thomas attended Edgworth Wesleyan School from the age of 5 (36).  In August of 
1905, when Thomas was just 10, his father died, aged 45 (3).  Thomas and his mother 
continued to live at The Black Bull.  Ellen became the ‘beerseller’ and Thomas a ‘farm 
labourer’ (1). 
 

 
Service History 
 
Thomas enlisted into service on 10th December 1915.  The Short service Attestation gives his 
age as 20 yrs and 8 months and he is described as being the ‘Assistant Manager (Hotel)’, the 
address being The Black Bull (2).   
 
Unfortunately for Thomas, just 5 months into his service, his mother Ellen died on the 4th 
May 1916 – aged 62.  A ‘descriptive report’ in service records alters Thomas’s next of kin 
from Ellen Ramwell (mother) to John Isherwood (uncle) and his address at The Black Bull is 
overwritten with 37 Sandy Bank Road.  This was where John, his wife Suzannah and their 
daughter Jane lived (1).  
 
The 1916 Index of Wills describes Ellen, of the “The Black Bull” 167 Bolton Rd. Edgworth - 
widow, beerseller; effects of £461 being left to Thomas Ramwell – carter (3).  Ellen is buried 
with her husband in St Anne’s churchyard (35). 
 
Thomas’ Army conscription number was T/312357 and he joined the Royal Army Service 
Corps - Bolton ASC, Unit/Battalion No 5th RSD / rank Private (17).  This was a regiment 
responsible for goods carried, transportation, logistics and the like.   
 



Records describe Thomas as a Loader/Carter and would suggest that he remained in this 
country, staying in Bolton for the first year or so.  This is also the period during which his 
mother died.   
 
In August 1916, Thomas was relegated to Reserve.  This may be linked to medical 
examination notes describing ‘deficient movement’ in his left hip, due to injury (2).   
 
Six months later and a year after his mother’s death, Thomas was remobilized.  On 22nd 
April 1917 he was posted to France.  He embarked from Southampton and disembarked the 
‘Mona’s Queen’ a day later in Le Havre.   
 
 
 

 
 

The Mona’s Queen – Paddle Steamer painted with ‘dazzle stripes’ to confuse the enemy. 
© IWM Q4888 

 
 
The Mona’s Queen (1885 – 1929) was an Isle of Man Steam Packet vessel, chartered to act 
as a troop carrier in 1915 between Southampton and Le Havre.  Two months prior to 
carrying Thomas and with over 1,000 troops on board, she had collided with a German 
submarine, which had surfaced nearby.  The submarine had fired a torpedo but missed due 
to the close proximity of the two vessels and the Mona’s Queen had required repairs.   
 
 



When Thomas arrived at the A.S. Base Depot (H. T and S) in France, he was assigned to Army 
Service Corps N11 /4363 - X/X corps on 27th April.  According to the Military History Sheet, 
he remained serving in France for 1 year and 3 months until 29th July 1918.  During this time 
he was granted a 1st GC Badge in December of 1917 (2).  The Good Conduct Badge was an 
inverted rank chevron, worn on the lower left sleeve and related to ‘trouble free’ service 
over a period of time – most commonly a year (18). 
 
Thomas was discharged on 2nd November 1919, with his ‘permanent address’ having 
changed to Higher Crow Trees Farm, Edgworth.  This was the address of his aunt Elizabeth 
on his father’s side and her husband Robert Holden (family search.org and census records).  
 
Thomas went on to marry Ann Elizabeth Baron in 1925.  He would have been 30 years old.  
In 1933, the couple produced one daughter - Ruth (3).  The 1939 Register shows the family 
to be living at 2 Entwistle Hall Farm, alongside Ann’s own parents – James and Sarah 
Baron.(36)  Ann’s father is described as ‘assisting son in law on farm’.  Their daughter Ruth, 
aged 6, is ‘at school’.  
 
Thomas died aged 51, on the 10th March 1947.  Ruth would have been 14 years old at the 
time.  The family still resided at Entwistle Hall Farm and Thomas left the sum of £1,100 to 
Ann Elizabeth, his widow (4).  Ten years later in 1957, Ruth went on to marry Thomas 
Trevor, becoming Ruth Trevor (36). 
 
In addition to moving in with his aunt Elizabeth when he left service, Thomas was associated 
with his extended family of other Ramwells in the village.  Before conscription, he was a 
Farm Labourer for his uncle - Joseph Ramwell, Brandwood Farm (2) and following his move 
out of the Black Bull in 1915, his uncle George’s family, including his cousins John and 
Joseph moved in (2). 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Numbers 2 and 4 Brandwood Fold(11) 



John Ramwell 
(1896 – 1955) 

 
 

 
(30) 

 
 
 
Family History 
 
John was born in Edgworth on 29th February 1896.  His parents were Mary (nee Roberts) 
and George Ramwell living at 4 Brandwood Fold and working on their own farm.  George 
and Mary were married at St Anne’s in September 1895 and went on to have 6 children (1).   
 



John was the eldest, followed by his brother Joseph, sister Elizabeth and brothers William, 
Henry and Frederick.  John attended the Wesleyan School with his younger brother Joseph 
(36).   
 
When John was just 9 years old, his sister Elizabeth and brothers William and Henry all died 
within 6 days of each other.  The children who died are buried along with their parents in St 
Anne’s churchyard (35). 
 
By the time John was 15, his family had moved and were living at the Gardeners Arms, 
Turton (no longer a public house, this is now a residential property on the corner of 
Charlotte St and High St, Chapeltown).  His father’s occupation is listed as a Carter and 
Innkeeper, whereas John himself was a ‘Paster ’ – working at the Bleach Works (1).   
 

 
Service History 
 
John enlisted on the 29th February 1916, his birthday, and became Private 38338 - Loyal 
North Lancashire 3rd (Reserve) Battalion.  When John signed up at Preston Barracks, he was 
20 years old and living at the Black Bull.  According to records, he was employed as a cotton 
weaver (2).  John’s unit was relegated to Reserve less than 2 months later on 7th April 1916.   
 
On 29th March 1917 an Exemption Certificate was granted for John “conditional on 
remaining in present certified trade” – as a finisher’s labourer.”    Three months later on the 
15th June John underwent a medical examination and was remobilized on 5th July and 
posted on the 10th July 1917.   
 
Records tell us that on the 9th October 1917, John “embarked Devonport” and he is later 
listed as having disembarked in Bombay, India on 4th December 1917.  A ‘Casualty Form’, 
dated May 1918 states that he was injured during training in Bangalour and spent 2 days 
recovering in hospital.  He left Bangalour on 19th Nov 1918 a week after the peace treaty 
had been signed.  
 
John embarked from Bombay on 29th November and disembarked in Salonika on the 15th 
December 1918.  On 30th December he was posted to the 1st Yorkshire and Lancashire 
Regiment 3119 and 2 days later on 1st January 1919 he embarked again and travelled via 
Dardanelles in Turkey. 
 
John transferred to the 9th East Lancashire Regiment in April 1919, becoming Private 51757.  
In notes preparing for his dispersal in November 1919, he describes his history prior to 
joining this regiment as having “been serving with the Salonika Forces”. 
 
In 1922 John received the British War Medal.  7 years later, in 1929 he married Mary Jane 
(nee Rushton). John’s father George died in 1948, leaving effects of £1,324 to John, Joseph 
and Frederick.  John was a cotton weaver at the time (4). 
 
John himself died 7 years later aged 59, on 7th October 1955 in Bolton Hospital.  His address 
at the time was 3 Sharples Meadow and he left effects of £864 to Mary Jane. 



A peculiarity in researching this family lies in the photograph of John, which shows him 
wearing an early uniform – this style having been phased out from the end of 1914.  John 
signed up in 1916 and since there are no badges either and it’s not an especially good fit on 
him, we could presume either that this just a prop costume from a photography studio or 
perhaps instead is a photograph which has been incorrectly labeled from the original 
collection at The Barlow.   
 
There are two other Ramwell soldiers for whom we have no photograph and there’s a 
possibility that it could be one of them instead. 

 
 

 
 

The East Lancashire Regiment 
(21) 

 
 
 
 



Joseph Ramwell 
(1897 – 1974) 

 
 

  
(30) 

 
 
Joseph was born in Edgworth, 1897.  His parents were Mary (nee Roberts) and George 
Ramwell living at 4 Brandwood Fold and working on their own farm.  George and Mary were 
married at St Anne’s in September 1895 and went on to have 6 children (1).  Joseph was 
their second child after John.  He attended the Wesleyan School alongside his brother John 
(36).  
 
 
 



Joseph would have been just 8 years old when his sister Elizabeth and brothers William and 
Henry died in 1905, all within 6 days of each other.  A further brother, Frederick was born in 
1909 (1). 
 
By the time Joseph was 13, his family had moved to the Gardeners Arms, Turton (no longer 
a public house, this is now a residential property on the corner of Charlotte St and High St, 
Chapeltown).  His father’s occupation is listed as a Carter and Innkeeper, whereas Joseph 
himself is a ‘farm worker’ (1). 
 

 
Service History(2) 

 
Joseph signed up for the Territorial Force on 25th October 1915 and was assigned to the 
Royal Ordnance Corps (No 2697) 3rd East Lancashire Brigade of the RFA (Royal Field 
Artillery).  The form is the ‘Imperial and General Service Obligation’ but the clause relating 
to his consent to transfer to overseas has been deleted entirely.  Joseph’s address on this 
form is The Derby Arms, Edgworth and he underwent a medical examination on the same 
date, which deemed him to be ‘fit’ for the Territorial Force.   
 
Within the Territorials, Joseph underwent training as a saddler and in August 1916 he was 
tested for trade proficiency at the Workshops of Equipment and Stores Inspection Division 
at the Royal Dockyard, Woolwich. Joseph was assessed to be ‘skilled’ (from the options 
‘superior’, ‘skilled’, ‘proficient’ or ‘indifferent’).   He was appointed officially as a saddler 
from this point onwards.  The RFA’s close association with horses was due to the ongoing 
necessity to transport guns and equipment using horse-power.  Notes confirm that Joseph 
remained within home service between enlistment on 25th October 1915 and 25th June 1917 
– a total of 1 yr and 244 days.   
 
On 25th June 1917, Joseph was simultaneously discharged and re-enlisted for full service in 
Canterbury.  From this point on, he became Private 033218 within the Army Ordnance 
Corps.  His address on the form signed at this time is given as the Black Bull and there is 
reference to employment as a butcher’s assistant, but with an additional note regarding his 
trade as a ‘saddler’ – 3rd Class.  (His rank as Private has been crossed out and amended to 
Gunner 286350 at some stage later on this same form.)    
  
The photo we have of Joseph has been sent for examination to Forces War Records, which 
confirmed that the uniform is a standard WW1 soldier issue and bears the badges of the 
Army Ordnance Corps on the cap, collar and buttons.  The AOC changed to the RAOC in 
1918, so this picture pre-dates that change. The lack of any rank badge confirms Joseph is a 
Private and he wears the Farrier’s badge – a qualification or trade badge (7). 
 
Army forms from 2nd July 1918 state that Joseph voluntarily transferred to the RFA and was 
posted to No 4 ‘A’ Res. Brig, Woolwich with effect from 12/7/1918.  A Medical Inspection 
Report declares him to be ‘free from infection’ for change of station. 
 
 
 



In November 1918, five days after the War ended, Joseph was posted to the Expeditionary 
Force in France, with an abbreviated reference on the form relating to draught horses and 
mules.  He would have been 20 years old at the time.   
 
Several months later, Joseph was medically examined in Soignes, Belgium and notes 
describing his original condition when he joined the army state this as having been ‘A1’.  
Joseph signed an agreement within this that he was not suffering any disability due to his 
military service.   
 
Joseph was officially ‘dispersed’ in June 1919 from North Camp Ripon and left the army.  On 
both of these forms his name is given as James, but we feel certain it is the correct person. 
He is listed accurately with reference to the Royal Field Artillery.  The date of conscription 
and his year of birth are also correct.  Furthermore, the home address is the Black Bull in 
Edgworth and there is no evidence to suggest there was another James Ramwell living at 
this address (1).  (It is not uncommon to find forms with anomalies of this sort within the 
records.)   Joseph later received the Victory Medal. 
 
In March 1921, Joseph married Alice Holt (6).  In September 1921 they had a son, Kenneth.  
In the 1939 Register, Joseph, Alice and George Ramwell are listed within the same 
household in Turton (36).  Joseph’s father George died in 1948, leaving effects of £1,324 to 
John, Joseph and Frederick.  Joseph was a calico print works employee at the time (4).  
Kenneth married Jenny Collinson in Horwich in 1946 (6).  Joseph died in 1974, aged 77 and is 
buried at St Anne’s (35).   
 

 
James Ramwell 

(1893 – 1950) 
 
 
James’ parents were Alice (nee Seddon) and Benjamin T Ramwell, a stone quarryman.  His 
father Benjamin had lived as a child at the White Horse Inn – 1861 census (1), where his 
own father was Innkeeper (The White Horse Inn was originally on Bury Road, as opposed to 
the current premises). They were married at St Anne’s Church in 1884 (familysearch.org) 
The couple went on to have three children, the first of whom – Mary, died in 1890 aged 3 
yrs and 9 months.  Margaret was born in 1889, with James himself following on 4 years 
later.  In 1901, the family resided at 1 Sharples Meadow (1). 
 
James was born 17th April 1893 and in 1911, the family address was listed as Quarry House, 
although this is in fact the same house, ie 1 Sharples Meadow.  Benjamin is described as a 
‘gentleman’, with 18 years old James employed as a Bank Clerk (1).  James’ mother Alice 
died on 26th March 1913 and was buried at St Anne’s Church (35).   
 



In August 1914, several months after the War broke out, the field in front of James’ house – 
Sharples Meadow was the base for a training camp.  Here is the view from the outside of 
James’ house – he later enlisted as a ‘gunner’ himself. 
 
 

 
 

BOLTON ARTILLERY – training camp on Sharples Meadow, Sep 1914 
(Barlow Institute in the background).  Photo © Lancs. Fusiliers Museum, Bury. 

 
 
James enlisted for Short Service in Bolton on 8th March 1915, aged 22 and described himself 
as a builder.  He was assigned to the 148th (County Palatine of Lancaster) Brigade R.F.A.  His 
regimental number was L/3942 (2). The Royal Field Artillery provided artillery support for 
the army, for example the medium calibre guns and howitzers deployed close to the front 
line.  
 
James looked set to become a ‘gunner’, but on 1st May 1915 he was transferred under the 
same regimental number to a different regiment - 165th and an entry records “physically 
unfit for war service”.  This entry is then crossed out and replaced in the same handwriting 
with a further note “para 392 not likely etc (medical reasons)”.  James was discharged on 
26th June 1915, having served in all, just 3 and half months (the record states 141 days).  
James’ application for discharge was made for a recruit ‘not likely to become an efficient 
soldier’ and the medical examination notes include “This man gets very short of breath 
when he exerts himself”.  The notes further clarify that this was from “Initial registration, 
not due to Military Service” (2).  James was unable to fulfill his initial intentions.  
 
The usual discharge form giving an address to which the soldier will return does not exist in 
the records (2).  Nor is James listed on the Medal Roll, since he did not complete active 
service. 
 
 



We have found reference to a marriage between Edna (nee Horrocks) and James Ramwell 
registered in April/May/June 1915 – Bolton (3).  There was an Edna Horrocks, born 1st 
October 1890, daughter of William Horrocks living at St Anne’s Lodge, Turton (1).  James and 
Edna went on to have a daughter – Alice, born in 1916 (6). 
 
James’s father Benjamin T Ramwell was remarried to Sarah Holden in 1922 (36).  He died 
just a year later, however in 1923.  His effects of £16,183 6s 10d were left to James Ramwell 
‘gentleman’ (4). 
 
Telephone records from 1924 contain a Jas (sic) Ramwell living at 37 Blackburn Road within 
the Turton exchange.  The 1939 Register further shows James and Edna Ramwell living at 33 
Boscombe Road, South Shore, Blackpool (36).   
 
James died on 20th May 1950 (3).  In probate, James’ address remains as Blackpool, but 
when he actually died he was residing at 126 Blackburn Rd, Chorley.  Probate was 7th July 
1950 with effects of £1137 3s 6d to Edna Ramwell, widow (4). 
 
 

 
 

Lancashire Fusiliers relaxing on Sharples Meadow – September 1914(19) 
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